
SURVEY SUMMARY 02  

LOCALISING TRANSPORT

INTRODUCTION 
This summary report presents the �ndings of a global survey 
on ‘Localising Transport’ in cities. The survey, conducted 
between May 2021 and June 2021, invited urban thinkers, 
leaders, and practitioners across the world to share their 
perspectives on urban transport and mobility in cities today 
and over the next few decades.  

This survey is part of the Urban Age Debates: Cities in the 
2020s outreach programme organised by LSE Cities at the 
London School of Economics and Political Science, and the 
Alfred Herrhausen Gesellschaft. Initial insights from the 
survey informed the third debate on ‘Localising Transport:  
towards the 15-minute city or the one-hour metropolis?’ 

 

THE BIG PICTURE
A total of 342 urban thinkers and practitioners from 52 
countries shared their thoughts and opinions for this  
Urban Age Debates Survey. Two groups of respondents  
with di�erent sentiments towards the future transport  
were identi�ed: those anticipating transformation, and 
those expecting continuity. These two groups 

the development of inner cities, as they will become more 
attractive places to live and will o�er greater proximities like 
the 15-minute city. This group is also more likely to agree that 
better urban mobility can be achieved by a more pronounced  

shift to mixed-use, mixed-income, and higher density 
development.  Overall, they view their post-Covid cities as  
spaces based on proximity and hyper-localisation,  where 
access to diverse amenities is available by walking or cycling. 
 
The second group, expecting continuity, anticipate an 
absolute increase of private car use, and agree that the need 
for individual motorised travel rather than walking and 
cycling will remain signi�cant in post-Covid cities. Although 
they believe in the overall reduction of physical travel due 
to digitalisation, they encourage the widespread use of 
motorised vehicles. While the majority of this group also 
agree that public transport is a public good and the backbone 
of sustainable urban development, they are hoping cities 
will embrace more mobility-on-demand services as part of 
public transport services. This may be due to the fact that the 
group expects a further dispersal of urban activities with a 
reduction of urban densities. The majority of respondents 
from this group are from Africa, Asia and Australia.  

Across both groups, respondents are relatively positive about 
the post-Covid future of public transport. Most believe that 
 in the future public transport providers will encourage less 
the widespread use of face masks, and are less likely to 
encourage social distancing measures. In terms of the 
demographic characteristics that correlate with views and 
attitudes expressed, only region had an impact on how 
respondents replied to the survey.

 

SPECIFIC FINDINGS
As a policy �eld, urban transport typically brings together 
 issues of mobility, connectivity, land use, economic  
development, social inclusion, environmental sustainability  
and public health. More recently, concerns about climate 
change and unequal access have become particularly 
prominent aspects of urban transport policy.   

Over the past decades, transport scholars and policymakers 
have devoted much time to questions about the need to 
travel and urban proximity, arguing for transport solutions 
that address inequalities and environmental concerns 
through better urban form and connectivity. There has 
been a push towards models that embrace urban patterns 
based on locality, density, and mixed-use, ranging from the 
compact city model to the idea of the 15-minute city.
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These debates have further intensi�ed in the face of a global 
pandemic that has destabilised passenger demand, due to 
a combination of government lockdowns, increased digital 
connectivity, and fears of contracting or spreading the virus.   

 The resulting conditions have brought about tensions 
between hyper-localisation and metropolitan living, that 
raise important questions about the future of mobility and 
transport post 2021, and its in�uence on urban structure. 
 

FUTURE SCENARIOS FOR TRANSPORT



Very likely         Somewhat likely   I don’t know         Somewhat unlikely         Very unlikely

Very likely         Somewhat likely   I don’t know         Somewhat unlikely         Very unlikely



4  



5  



6  

APPENDIX: METHODOLOGY
This survey was conducted online by reaching out to 
respondents via direct emails and social media from across 
the Urban Age Programme’s global network.   

During the period May 2021 to June 2021 the survey 
gathered 342 full and partial responses of which 250 were 
included in the cluster analysis. There were no mandatory 
questions in the survey, and all answers were optional. 
Responses were recorded from 52 countries, and the highest 
number of respondents were from the United Kg0.5 (in )0.nt 


