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CV: Tirthankar Roy 

Professor, Economic History, London School of Economics and Political Science 

Email: t.roy@lse.ac.uk or troy8990@googlemail.com 

 

Education School and university in Santiniketan, India. 

PhD (1989): Centre for Development Studies, India. 

 

Research areas Economic and social history of South Asia 

Global history 

Empires and colonialism 

Environmental history 

Social history of music 

 

Teaching and 

curriculum 

development 

Designed and taught courses on South Asia and global economic history. Currently 

teaching 

EH307: Economic History of South Asia 1600-2000, BSc. 

EH404: India and the World Economy, MSc. 

EH421: Economic History of Colonialism, MSc. 

 

Publications: Books 

(contracted, in press, 

published, authored, 

edited) 

1. Water and Development: The Troubled Economic History of the Arid Tropics, New 

York: Oxford University Press, forthcoming. 

2. Land or Sea? Geography and the Origins of Colonialism, Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, forthcoming. 

3. Monsoon Economy: The Price of Conquering Nature, Penguin India, 2023 

(published in the US as Monsoon Economies: India’s History in a Changing Climate 

(Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2022) 

4. Wondrous Wrestlers. Combat and Strength Sports in Early-twentieth Century India 

(with Prasenjit Saha), Calcutta: Rounaq Publications, in production. 

5. Routledge Handbook of the Economic History of Colonialism – (editor, with Ewout 

Frankema) – ongoing. 

6. The Cambridge Economic History of Modern South Asia (editor, with Latika 

Chaudhary and Anand Swamy), Cambridge University Press – ongoing. 

7. Economic Histories of Indian States (editor, with Anand Swamy and Abhirup 

Sarkar), book series for Cambridge University Press. 

8. Kerala 1956 to the Present: India’s Miracle State, with K. Ravi Raman, Cambridge 

University Press, in production. 
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Gandhi Foundation, 1998. 

33. Cloth and Commerce: Textiles in Indian History, Delhi: Sage Publications, 1996. 

34. Artisans and Industrialization: Indian Weaving in the Twentieth Century, Delhi: 

Oxford University Press, 1993. 

 

Articles in refereed 

journals 

 

1. The Development of the Arid Tropics: Lessons for Economic History, Economic 

History of Developing Regions, 2022, online and open access at 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/20780389.2022.2099371 

2. Why Geography Matters to the Economic History of India, Australian Economic 

History Review, 61(3), 2021, 273-289. 

3. Water, Climate and the Economy in India from 1850 to the Present, Journal of 

Interdisciplinary History, 11(4), 2021, 565-594. 

4. Useful & Reliable: Technological Transformation in Colonial India, Technology 

and Culture, 62(2), 2021, 494-520. 

5. Music and Society in Late-colonial India: A Study of Esraj in Gaya, Journal of 

Asian Studies, 70(3), 2019, 657-683. 

6. State Capacity and the Economic History of Colonial India, Australian Economic 

History Review, 59(1), 2019, 80-116.  

7. The Rise of the West and Other Stories (Review article on 3 books), Journal of 

World History, 30(1-2), 2019, 280-90. 

8. Reassessing FERA: Examining British Firms’ Strategic Responses to 

‘Indianisation’, Business History (with Michael Aldous), 63(1), 2018, 18-37.
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20. Rethinking the Origins of British India: State Formation and Military-fiscal 

Undertakings in an Eighteenth Century World Region, Modern Asian Studies, 
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39. Madras Handkerchiefs in the Interwar period, Indian Economic and Social 
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Member of Editor team of Indian Economic and Social History Review (Sage and the 

Indian Economic and Social History Association) 

Member of the editorial board of 

¶ Modern Asian Studies (2024-) 

¶ International Review of Social History (Cambridge University Press and 

International Institute of Social History, The Netherlands) 

¶ Social Science History (Cambridge University Press and the Social Science 

History Association) 

¶ Economic History of Developing Regions (Taylor and Francis and the 

Economic History Society of Southern Africa) 

¶ Asia-Pacific Economic History Review (Wiley and the Australian Economic 

History Association)  

¶ Brill Global Economic History book series 

¶ Springer Studies in Economic History book series 

¶ Cambridge Economic Histories of Indian States book series  

 


