
particularly anthropologists. It is not enough that it be 
edible. We hear a chorus of commentary stating that 
horsemeat is edible, even a delicacy, and that much 
of the current sensationalist journalism surrounding 
the scandal reflects a particularly British discomfort 
or squeamishness with eating horsemeat. That 
hippophagy is not uncommon in other countries, 
including many European ones implicated in the 
scandal, some say, is evidence that Brits should get 
over it, or get outside their comfort zone.

This kind of food relativism is beside the point. 
Many find eating horsemeat reprehensible. It is 
not so difficult to find cultures where eating cat or 


