Avjation;s a remarkable ; ndustry, but
j ts ach; evements have largely become
jnv;s;ble. Ajr travel ;s often merely
an;nterrupt;on - and someth; ng of
an uncomfortable one —;n our busy
schedules. It has become ent;rely un-
remarkable to span half the globe ;n

a sjngle s;t; ng: to eat d; nner, catch a
mov; e, enjoy a few glasses of wyne and
perhaps a short nap wh;Ist be;ng pro-
pelled at 9oo km an hour, suspended
10 km above the Earth. As;t happens, I
am wr; t;ng th; s art; cle;n the departure
term; nal of a large a; rport, wa; t; ng to
do just that. Few of the people around
me seem awestruck by the marvels

of the jet age, at least outwardly or
appear to be wa; t;ng;n terror, or even
my Id trep; dat; on, desp; te our ; mpend-
ing launch; nto the sky.

One of the most remarkable th; ngs
about modern commergjal avjatjonjs
the way ;t has tamed the cons; derable
r;sks of transport; ng huge numbers

of people at h; gh velog; ty across the
jnhosp; table reaches of the lower strat-
osphere. The safety record of modern
ar travel;s strjk;ng. Acg dents;nvolv-
ing large commerg; al jet planes rema; n
extremely rare, w; th only s; xteen fatal
acg dents ;n over 65 m; 1l on hours of
fl; ght;n 2013.

The recent loss of a Bog;ng 777;n
March 2014, L kely somewhere ;n the
Ind;an Ocean, and the apparent down-
ing of another over Ukra; ne;n July
2014 are deeply trag; c events. One of
the most compell; ng and horr, fy; ng




