Regulating by ranking? The
access to medicine index
and the ‘will to perform’

Afshin Mehrpouya and Rita Samiolo consider the implications

of using rankings for facilitating access to medicine

The problem of improving access to
medicine in the ‘global south’ has long
been a concern of the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO). In 1975, the WHO
introduced the concept of ‘essential
drugs’, followed in 1977 by a model list
of drugs considered essential to public
health.
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