Basil Yamey: A Recollection

Richard Jackman

| have not forgotten the first time | met Basil Yamey, even though it is now over 50 years ago, in
March 1968. It was my first visit to LSE and | was to be interviewed to be an Assistant Lecturer in
Economics. Basil was the Chair of the Interview Board. | cannot remember many of the questions
asked, they could not have been on my research because at that stage | had not done any, having
only graduated the previous summer. (There were in those days no job market papers or seminars
expected of applicants.) | remember only being asked whether | would be able or willing to teach
Public Finance. I'm sure | said yes, though | was never actually asked to do this.

Basil was at that time Head (then known as Convenor) of the Economics Department. The structural
reorganisation of LSE into Departments was quite recent Basil being only the second person to hold



