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+&*#04&!0-! %-.&+04.%$&!(4&-0+%1!@3%#,%-L!*+14&((! %-$1#$%-L!0!'%,&!(&.!12!,&4%(%1-S

A0K&+(!0-,!(.0K&/1#,&+(9!J/&!41##&4.&,!*&+(*&4.%$&(!0+&!2%#.&+&,!./+13L/!./&!&5&(!12!

the author and the resulting scenarios are prone to be influenced by the author’s 

(&#&4.%$&!%-.&+&(.(!0-,!b*+1S83+1*&0-c!@%0(&(9!J/&+&21+e, the term ‘scenarios’ shall 

be avoided. Instead, I will speak of ‘pathways’ leading into alternative futures. 

d/%#&!%.!A05!-1.!(3@(.%.3.&!0-!%-.&+04.%$&!(4&-0+%1S*#0--%-L!&)&+4%(&?!./&!#%.&+0.3+&!

+&$%&'!'%##!@&!3(&,!.1!&)0A%-&!bF9c9!/1'!0-,!.1!'/0.!&).&-.!./&!&)%(.%-L!#%.&+0.3+&!

.+&0.(!./&!#1-LS.&+A!23.3+&!0-,!bE9c!.1!0-0#5O&!%.(!.+0-(2&+0@%#%.5!%-.1!*+04.%4&9!
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74&-0+%1S*#0--%-L!%(!-1.!0!+&(&0+4/!A&./1,!*&+!(&9!U.!'13#,!@&!0!A%(.0K&?!/1'&$&+?!

.1! 0((3A&! ./0.! (4&-0+%1S*#0--%-L! %(! 1-#5! A&0-.! 21+! ,&4%(%1-SA0K&+(9! ]1+!

+&(&0+4/&+(?!%.!122&+(!0-!1**1+.3-%.5!.1!%-4+&0(&!./&%+!%A*04.!13.(%,&!040,&A%0!0-,!

.1!41##&4.!-&'!%A*3#(&(!21+!23+./&+!+&(&0+4/9!R5!@+%-L%-L!+&(&0+4/&+(!0-,!,&4%(%1-S

A0K&+(!.1L&./&+?!./&!(4&-0+%1S*#0--%-L!A&./1,!40-!@&!3-,&+(.11,!0(!0!2+0A&'1+K!

21+! 1+L0-%O%-L! ./&! K-1'#&,L&! .+0-(2&+! *+14&((! @&.'&&-! +&(&0+4/&+(! 0-,!

*+04.%.%1-&+(9!!

J/&! *+1*1(&,! A&./1,! ./3(! +&*+&(&-.(! 0-! 1**1+.3-%.5! .1! 0,,+&((! ./&! L+1'%-L!

&A*/0(%(!./0.!+&(&0+4/!23-,&+(!04+1((!\8WQ!413-.+%&(!0+&!-1'0,05(!*#04%-L!1-!./&!

(14%&.0#! %A*04.!0-,! ./&!*1#%45! %A*04.!12! b(14%0#c! (4%&-4&! +&(&0+4/9! U-! ./&!>g?! ./&!

_&(&0+4/! 8)4&##&-4&! ]+0A&'1+K! b_8]c! -1'! 0'0+,(! EYi! 12! ./&! 1$&+0##! (41+&(! %-!

+&#0.%1-!.1!+&(&0+4/!%A*04.9!"#(1!8>!#&$&#!23-,%-L!3-,&+!./&!G1+%O1-!EYEY!*+1L+0A!

%(?! 0.! #&0(.! %-!*0+.?! 0'0+,&,!1-! ./&!@0(%(!12! ./&! %A*04.!*1.&-.%0#!12! ./&!*+1*1(&,!

*+1[&4.(!bR1('&##!h!7A%./?!EYFZ?!*9!Ec9!!

U-! *+%-4%*#&?! ./&! -&'! &A*/0(%(! 1-! K-1'#&,L&! .+0-(2&+! 13L/.! .1! @&! '&#41A&,9!

X+1@#&A0.%40##5?! /1'&$&+?! ./&! -&'! %A*04.S
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%((3&(! +0-L%-L! 2+1A! ./&! A%L+0.%1-! 4+%(%(! .1! ./&! &3+1! 4+%(%(9! J1! @&! 3(&23#! 21+! ./&!

(4&-0+%1S*#0--%-L!&)&+4%(&?!/1'&$&+?!./&!,+%$&+(!-&&,!.1!@&!@1./!/%L/#5!%A*1+.0-.!

0-,!/%L/#5!3-4&+.0%-!+&L0+,%-L!./&%+!%A*04.!1-!./&!23.3+&!12!./&!8>9!

Table 1. 
Potential drivers 

 
Driver (from low to high)  Uncertainty Importance 

The evolution of the migration 
crisis  Low Low 

The EU's alleged democratic 
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1-&! '05! 1+! 0-1./&+9! ".! ./&! (0A&! .%A&?! ./&5! @1./! 40-! @&! &)*&4.&,! .1! /0$&! 0-!

%A*1+.0-.! %A*04.! 1-! ./&! 23.3+&! 12! ./&! 8>9! d/%#&! 0! 23##S(40#&! (4&-0+%1S*#0--%-L!

&)&+4%(&!413#,!%-4#3,&!0#.&+-0.%$&!1+!0,,%.%1-0#!,+%$&+(?!U!0+L3&!./0.!./&!.'1!4/1(&-!

,+%$&+(!/0$&!./&!L+&0.&(.!&)*#0-0.1+5!*1'&+9!7&$&+0#!12!./&!0#.&+-0.%$&!,+%$&+(!1-!

./&!#%(.!40-!@&!(3AA0+%O&,!3-,&+!./&(&!.'1!,+%$&+(9!]1+!%-(.0-4&?!L#1@0#!'0+A%-L?!

A%L+0.%1-?!L&1*1#%.%4(!0-,!L#1@0#!.&++1+%(A!413#,!*1.&-.%0##5!@&!(3AA0+%O&,!3-,&+!

the ‘battle to manage globalization’. Moreover, many of the alternative drivers in 

J0@#&!F!,1!-1.!(&&A!.1!/0$&!0-!&B30##5!@%L! %A*04.!1-!./&! 23.3+&!12! ./&!8>9!J/&!

A%L+0.%1-! 4+%(%(?! 21+! %-(.0-4&?! %(?! '%./13.! ,13@.?! 0! /3A0-%.0+%0-! 4+%(%(! 12!

3-*+&4&,&-.&,!(40#&!@3.!(%-4&! ./&!8>!/0(!&22&4.%$&#5!4#1(&,! %.(!@1+,&+(?! %.!/0(?! %-!

204.?!&).&+-0#%O&,!./&!4+%(%(!b<1+0$4(%K?!EYFT@?!EYFZc9!

!

I9F9! J/&!@0..#&!12!%,&0(!

U2!%-!./&!#1-L!+3-!'&!0+&!./&!A0K&+(!12!13+!1'-!20.&?!%-!./&!(/1+.!+3-!0+&!
./&!40*.%$&(!12!./&!%,&0(!'&!/0$&!4+&0.&,!bG05&K?!FePPfEYYF?!*9!Ec!

!

"(!2%(/!,1!-1.!+&41L-%O&! ./&!'0.&+! ./&5!('%A!%-?! .1!@1++1'!2+1A!./&! #0.&!Q0$%,!

]1(.&+!d0##04&?!-&1#%@&+0#%(A!/0(!@&41A&!(1!*&+$0(%$&!./0.!%.!%(!(&#,1A!+&41L-%O&,!

0(!0-!%,&1#1L59!;&1#%@&+0#%(A!%(!@0(&,!1-!./&!%,&0!./0.!2+&&SA0+K&.!41A*&.%.%1-?!0(!

1**1(&,!g&5-&(%0-!(.0.&!%-.&+$&-.%1-%(A?!'13#,!%A*+1$&!0##140.%$&!&22%4%&-45!0-,!

./3(!&41-1A%4!'&#20+&9!J1!04/%&$&!2+&&!41A*&.%.%1-!-&1#%@&+0#%(A!./3(!*+&(4+%@&(!

,&+&L3#0.%1-?! ./&!1*&-%-L?! %-.&L+0.%1-!0-,! #%@&+0#%O0.%1-!12!A0+K&.(!0-,! (&&K(! .1!

43+@!./&!+1#&!12!./&!(.0.&!./+13L/!*+%$0.%O0.%1-(!0-,!-0++1'!2%(40#!+3#&(9!X%1-&&+&,!

@5!]+%&,+%4/!"9!$1-!G05&K!,3+%-L!/%(!.%A&!0.!./&!678?!%.!/0(!@&41A&!./&!,1A%-0-.!

*1#%45!*0+0,%LA!across the political spectrum and across the world. “TINA”–./&+&!
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./&!71$%&.!>-%1-!0-,!02.&+!W/%-0!0-,! 1./&+(!/0,! [1%-&,! ./&!dJ\! bd1+#,! J+0,&!

\+L0-%O0.%1-c?!2+&&!A0+K&.!40*%.0#%(A!(&&A&,!.1!/0$&!'1-!./&!2%-0#!@0..#&9!!

]1##1'%-L! ./&! 2%-0-4%0#! A&#.,1'-! 12! EYYZ?! L+1'%-L! %-&B30#%.5! 0-,! (#1'%-L! 1+!

-&L0.%$&!L+1'./!0**&0+(!.1!/0$&!(.0+.&,!.1!+%-L!%-!./&!,&4#%-&!12!-&1#%@&+0#%(A9!;1.!

1-#5!./&!*3@#%40.%1-!12!./&!X0-0A0!0-,!X0+0,%(&!X0*&+(!+&$&0#&,!/1'!L#1@0#%O&,!

40*%.0#%(A! /0(! 4+&0.&,! 3-*+&4&,&-.&,! %-4+&0(&(! %-! %-&B30#%.59! U-! EYFP?! '%./! /%(!
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]1+!./&!8>?!0-,!0#A1(.!&$&+5./%-L!./0.!%.!(.0-,(!21+?!./&!*1.&-.%0#!,&41-(.+34.%1-!12!

-&1#%@&+0#%(A!+&*+&(&-.(!0!*0+.%43#0+#5!(.&&*!4/0##&-L&9!71A&!12! ./&!8>`(!@%LL&(.!

*+1[&4.(?!(34/!0(!./&!(%-L#&!A0+K&.?!&-#0+L&A&-.!0-,!./&!A1-&.0+5!3-%1-?!41%-4%,&,!

'%./! ./&!/&5,05(!12!-&1#%@&+0#%(A9!"-,! ./&!*+1*1-&-.(! 12! 83+1*&0-! %-.&L+0.%1-!

/0$&!(K%##23##5!b0@c3(&,!./&!#0-L30L&!12!-&1#%@&+0#%(A!.1![3(.%25!,&&*&+!%-.&L+0.%1-!

bj0@K1?!EYYTc9!J/&+&21+&?!./&!8>!.1,05!(&&A(!%-&).+%40@#5!#%-K&,!'%./!./&!-&1#%@&+0#!

*0+0,%LA9!U.!/0(!0#'05(!@&&-!*&+4&%$&,!0-,![3(.%2%&,!0(!0!-&1#%@&+0#!*+1[&4.9!J1,05!

%.!%(!41-,&A-&,!0(!1-&9!

J/&!&-,!12!-&1#%@&+0#%(A!%(!4+&0.%-L!0-! %,&1#1L%40#!$1%,9!J1!,0.&?!+%L/.S'%-L!0-,!

#&2.S'%-L!*1*3#%(.(!0**&0+!.1!/0$&!2%##&,!./&!$1%,!./0.!%(!#&2.!@5!-&1#%@&+0#%(A!A1(.!

(344&((23##59!"441+,%-L!.1!7K%,&#(K5!bEYFTc!%.!40--1.!@&!0!41%-4%,&-4&!./0.!*1*3#%(A!

(344&&,&,!(1!&A*/0.%40##5!%-!./&!>g!0-,!./&!>7?!./&!.'1!413-.+%&(!./0.!&A@+04&,!

-&1#%@&+0#!&41-1A%4(!A1(.!&-./3(A) -12
(&5
(/&) 19 (!) 42 ((A& re W
n 
1)  (.) -6 (!) -41 78.2 5 (/0.)3&-7 >) 8(K) -6 (%%(() -1 ((W
n 
1)  !5 12 !) 242 ( (() 3%2 5/) 7 (0) -4/TT4 1
Tf [ 8(A) 42 0-,(W
n 
1) 14 (() -20
(0*)+/-13 (() -15 (.) 14 ( (@)  (%##23-12
(&5
(20 (() -13 (&,) 7 (!) ] TJ ET Q q 0.000008866 0 595 842 re W n Tc 12 4 0 38 476.95 635.7
Tm /20 (-19 (14 /&!) -9 3-1920 (() -13 (1) 25 (%-4) -15 (%,
 -6 (3 /&!)&/TT4 1
T!) 14 (21) 2) 6 (!) -41 (.) -6 4 /&!)) -8 (!) 63
(*) T4 1 ) 25 (*) -2 !) 242 (14 (2 q ) 2-12
(&-19 (14  q )) -6 (!)-6 (&A) 14 (228(,) 7 (05) 20 (() -14 /&!)(W
n 
1) 1 (3 (&,) 7 (!) ] TJ ET Q q 0.000008866 0 595 842 re
W n 380 1 4 0 38 90.05 459.63 Tm  -942 (") 7 (4 (3-.42 -12
(&5
(23 (&-(/&) 2 13 (!) 2 14(,) 7 
Q q 6 ('1) 26 (!) -41 ( 2 1('1) 26 (!) -41 ( 2 1-15
(A) -12 63 50) 7 (4 (3-.415 (.) 1A) 5
(A) -12 63 50) -41 (A) -12
(1) 2) ] TJ ET.22 Tm /TT2 1 Tf
[ (#) -4('%131920 (() -13 (1) (&0-!)  ] T() #23-12
()
-6 Tj (' (.)
(A)8 (0 T4 1 ) )
(A)8 
(#& 4 (.) &+8(,) 7 (05) 221 (1) 25 (#%@) -Tj (G3-14 j ((!) !)  25 (-?!) 2
-8 7  -42 (>) 28 8 7 X ] TJ E4 (0#!)  -42 (>) 28 8 7 0.)
(A)8j (00008866 &&K3 (1) 5 (!) 42
(7)-8 7  T4 1 ) ] TJ ET Q 8 7  T4 1 )+0.) -6 ((.)2 ] TJ E+A3 (&+!) -428 7  T4 1 )/&%-14 42 ) -12 63 50) -41 (A) -12
(1) 2) ] TJ ET.22 
 /TT4 1 Tf (!4 /&!)38 Tj812
(&G3) -6 (1)<12 c>.)3&-<1298> (9!<129e1297129d>
 21<129b129212 e129c>.)341<1231>.)2421<12921297129d>(*) <1298> (9!<1231>.)242
<1201>.7 <129212951295129212 b>.)31 <12 e129b128a12951231>.)251 <12 d>.7 <128e>7 (%<1296>.)32 <1298> (9!<12 c>.)3&-<129b128a12 c>.)341<129212 e> (01<129c>
 &+!<1202>.7 <1231>.12 63 50) -41 (A) -12
(1) 2
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J/&!,&2%-%-L!4/0+04.&+%(.%4!0-,!./&!A1(.!%A*1+.0-.!41AA1-0#%.5!12!0##!*1*3#%(.(!%(!

./&%+!4#0%A!.1!(*&0K!%-! ./e name of who they consider being the ‘real people’, as 

opposed to the ‘establishment’ b<n##&+?!EYFTk!7K%,&#(K5?!EYFTc9!"441+,%-L!.1!<n##&+?!

this claim to ‘moral monopoly of representation’ has dramatic implications for 

#%@&+0#?!+&*+&(&-.0.%$&!,&A14+0459!X1*3#%(.(!,&A0-,!./0.!0##!%-.&+A&,%0+5!*1'&+(!

./0.! (&*0+0.&! ./&A! 2+1A! ./&! +&0#! *&1*#&?! (34/! 0(! *0+.5! (5(.&A(?! ./&! A&,%0?!

.&4/-14+0.(!0+&! 43.!13.9!J/%(! %(!*0+.%43#0+#5!,0A-%-L! 21+!*+14&,3+0#?! +3#&(S@0(&,!

(5(.&A(! #%K&! ./&! 83+1*&0-! >-%1-9! U-(.&0,! 12! (&&%-L! +3#&(! 0-,! ,3&! *+14&((! 0(! 0!

L30+0-.&&! 21+! 20%+-&((! 0-,! *+1.&4.%1-! 0L0%-(.! (.0.&! ,&(*1.%(A?! *1*3#%(.(! *1+.+05!

them as an unnecessary layer between the will of the ‘real people’ and their ruler 

bR3.%! h!X%4/&#A0--?! EYFZc, hence, Farage’s promise to ‘take back control’ and 

X&L%,0`(! '0+! 4+5! `'&! 0+&! ./&! *&1*#&`9! d/%#&! ./&! $0+%13(! *1*3#%(.! A1$&A&-.(! %-!

83+1*&!0+&!20+!2+1A!/1A1L&-13(?!./&5!0+&!./&+&21+&!3-%.&,!%-!./&%+!/1(.%#%.5!.1'0+,!

./&!8>9!!

U-(.&0,!12!+&0#!*1#%45!(1#3.%1-(!.1!+&0#!*1#%45!*+1@#&A(?!*1*3#%(.(!122&+!,%L-%.5!0-,!

@&#1-L%-L!@5!A&0-(!12!,&2%-%-L!41AA1-!&-&A%&(?!(34/!0(!b*1'&+23#c!&#%.&(!0-,!b-1.!

(1!*1'&+23#c! &./-%4?! 43#.3+0#! 0-,! +&#%L%13(!A%-1+%.%&(9! U-(.&0,!12! 204.(?! ./&5!122&+!

*&+(30(%$&! -0++0.%$&(! ./0.! L%$&! ./&%+! (3**1+.&+(! ./&! %-.1)%40.%-L! (&-(0.%1-! 12!
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4+%.%4(9!

".!./&!A1A&-.?!/1'&$&+?!%.!%(!%A*1((%@#&!.1!*+&,%4.!./&!13.41A&!12!./&!@0..#&!12!%,&09!
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I9E9!! J/&!@0..#&!.1!.0A&!&41-1A%4!L#1@0#%O0.%1-!

]%-,%-L! 0-('&+(! .1! ./&! 4/0##&-L&(! 4+&0.&,! @5! &41-1A%4! L#1@0#%O0.%1-! 413#,! @&!

,&(4+%@&,!0(!./&!.0A%-L!12!./&!$&+5!@&0(.!./0.!./&!8>!%.(&#2!/0(!4+&0.&,9!J/&!A0K%-L!

12! ./&! (%-L#&! 83+1*&0-! A0+K&.! 12! b(.%##c! EN! 413-.+%&(! 0-,! 0+13-,! 0! /0#2! @%##%1-!

41-(3A&+(!/0(!0+L30@#5!@&&-!./&!#0+L&(.!0-,!A1(.!(344&((23#!*+1[&4.!12!&41-1A%4!

L#1@0#%O0.%1-! %-!/%(.1+59!]#%L(.&%-!0-,!<&+0-,!bEYYEc! ./&+&21+&!0+L3&,!./0.! .1! ./&!

#0+L&(.!&).&-.!&41-1A%4!L#1@0#%O0.%1-?!'/&-!A&0(3+&,!%-!$1#3A&(!12!.+0,&?!(/13#,!
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,&L+&&! 12! &41-1A%4! L#1@0#%O0.%1-?! @5! 41A*#&.&#5! #%@&+0#%O%-L! 40*%.0#! A1$&A&-.(9!

"-,![3(.!#%K&!./&!A&A@&+!(.0.&(!(.+3LL#&,!%-!./&!40(&!12!*+1,34.!A0+K&.(!.1!0L+&&!.1!

./&! 0,1*.%1-! 12! [1%-.! *1#%45! +&(*1-(&(! .1! ./&! -&L0.%$&! 41-(&B3&-4&(! 12! A0+K&.!

%-.&L+0.%1-?!./&!A&A@&+!(.0.&(!0#(1!(.+3LL#&,!%-!./&!40(&!12!./&!8<>!.1!0L+&&!.1!./&!
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%-(.%.3.%1-(! 0-,! +3#&(! 0+&! (.+1-L#5! @%0(&,! .1'0+,! 1-&! &41-1A%4! A1,&#! '/%#&!

*&-0#%O%-L!0##!1./&+(!bj1/-(.1-!h!_&L0-?!EYFZc9!J/&!#%.&+0.3+&!A0%-#5!,%(.%-L3%(/&(!

@&.'&&-! ./&! &)*1+.S,+%$&-! L+1'./! A1,&#! 12! &41-1A%&(! #%K&! ^&+A0-5! 0-,! ./&!
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Figure 1. 
Four alternative futures mapped along the two drivers 
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!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!
4 The literature discusses various policy recipes for fiscal integration that could be implemented if there 
was the political will to do so (Wyplosz, 2016). 
5 Similar studies have been conducted in the US, where the effects of trade exposure on polarization, 
turnout, and the anti-incumbent vote are well established (Bloom et al., 2015; Jensen et al., 2016; Autor 
et al., 2013). 
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9 The results of his study also show, for instance, that the support for the death penalty is one of the best 
predictors for individuals voting for 'leave'. 
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