
nationalisms and state violence, we are navigating collective grief and mourning on multiple scales 

and registers. We are not only mourning people, places, futures, pasts, and presents but also entire 

species, climates and worlds of being. Drawing on transnational feminist, decolonial, queer 

scholarship and interventions, the Department of Gender Studies at LSE invites academic, activist, 

and artistic interventions and analyses that grapple with and think critically through what it might 

mean to engage generatively with death, grief, and mourning. 

 

What might it mean to dwell in death and grief as an everyday experience, and how can this allow 

us to contest normative notions of the dead, living and undead? What material practices emerge 

in states of death and mourning and how do people experience grief through esoteric and occultive 

practices including witchcraft, dreams, memories, ghostly hauntings, and the otherworldly? What 

kinds of archival practices emerge to memorialise the dead and dying? How can archival practices 

of memorialisation allow us to think about which deaths are archived and which deaths vanish? 

How does death and its presences, then, allow us to elude, exceed, re-envision the world, and 

imagine alternative ways of being and living in the world? How can grief and mourning be 

revolutionary? We want to come together to think about what it could mean to begin our analyses 

from affective states, feelings and emotions that we inhabit and that inhabit us, especially from 

that which is considered ‘negative’, uncomfortable and ‘unproductive.’ 

 




