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http://spatial-economics.blogspot.com/
http://www.whatworksgrowth.org/blog/
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Previous Positions: 

Deputy Head of Department Research, Dept of Geography and Environment (Sept 2018 to 

Sept 2021) 

Director, Spatial Economics Research Centre (April 2008 to September 2013) 

Reader, Department of Geography and Environment, LSE (Oct 2005- Aug 2009) 

Lecturer, Department of Geography and Environment, LSE (Jan 1999 – Sept 2005). 

Lecturer, Department of Economics (Sept 1998 – Jan 1999). 

 

EDUCATION 

 

04/2000 PhD Economics, London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE). 

07/1995 MSc Econometrics and Mathematical Economics (with distinction), LSE. 

07/1993 BSc Honours Economics with Statistics (1st class), Bristol University.  

 

MAJOR FIELDS OF INTEREST 

 

¶ Urban and regional economics 

¶ Regional and urban policy 

¶ Policy evaluation 

 

ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
 

Journal articles 

 

Madaleno, M., Nathan, M., Overman, H. G. and S. Waights (2021) ‘Incubators, Accelerators 

and Regional Economic Development’ Urban Studies. 

 

Gibbons, S., Overman, H. G. and M. Sarvimäki, (2021) ‘The local economic impacts of 

regeneration projects: evidence from UK’s single regeneration budget’ Journal of Urban 

Economics, vol. 122. 

 

Von Ehrlich and H. G. Overman (2020) ‘Place-Based Policies and Spatial Disparities across 

European Cities’ Journal of Economic Perspectives 34 (3). 

 

Einio, E. and H. G. Overman (2020) ‘The Effects of Supporting Local Businesses: Evidence 

from the UK’ Regional Science and Urban Economics vol. 83. 

 

Cavaglia, C., McNally, S. and H. G. Overman (2020) ‘Devolving Skills: The Case of the 

Apprenticeship Grant for Employers’ Fiscal Studies 41 (4). 

 

Bosquet, C. and H. G. Overman (2019) ‘Why does birthplace matter so much? Sorting, 

learning and geography’ Journal of Urban Economics vol. 110. 

 

Gibbons, S., T. Lyytikainen, Overman. H. G. and R. Sanchis (2019) ‘New Road 

Infrastructure: The Effects on Firms’ Journal of Urban Economics vol. 110. 

 

Criscuolo, C., Martin, R., Overman, H. G. and J. Van-Reenen (2018) Some Causal Effects of 

an Industrial Policy. American Economic Review 109 (1). 
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Dhingra, S., S. Machin and H. G. Overman (2017) Local Economic Effects of Brexit. 

National Institute Economic Review. 

 

Helmers, C. and H. G. Overman (2017) My precious! The location and diffusion of scientific 

research: evidence from the Synchrotron Diamond Light Source. Economic Journal, 127. 

 

D'Costa, S. and H. G. Overman (2014) The urban wage growth premium: sorting or learning? 

Regional Science and Urban Economics, 48. 

 

Gibbons, S., M. Nathan and H. G. Overman (2014) Evaluating spatial policies. Town 

Planning Review, 85 (4). 

 

Overman, H. G. (2014) Making an impact: misreading, misunderstanding, and 

misrepresenting research does nothing to improve the quality of public debate and policy 

making. Environment and Planning A, 46 (10). 

 

Faggio, G. and H. G. Overman (2014) ‘The effect of public sector employment on local 

labour markets’ Journal of Urban Economics, 79(C): 91-107. 

 

Gibbons, S., H. G. Overman and P. Pelkonen (2014) ‘The decomposition of variance into 

individual and group components with an application to area disparities’ Oxford Bulletin of 

Economics and Statistics. 76 (5). 

 

Nathan, M and H. G. Overman (2013) Agglomeration, clusters, and industrial policy 

Oxford Review of Economic Policy 29 (2): 383-404. 

 

Gibbons, S. and H. G. Overman (2012) ‘Mostly Pointless Spatial Econometrics’. Journal of 

Regional Science 52(2), pages 172-191. 

 

Duranton, G., L. Gobillon and H. G. Overman (2011) ‘Assessing the effects of local taxation 

using microgeographic data’. Economic Journal, 121(Sept), pages 1017-1046. 

 

Overman, H. G. and L. A. Winters (2011) ‘Trade and economic geography: The impact of 

EEC accession on the UK’. The Manchester School, 79(5) pages 994-1017. 

 

Overman, H. G., P. Rice and A. J. Venables (2010) ‘Economic Linkages Across Space’. 

Regional Studies, 44(1), pages 17-33.  

  

Overman, H. G. (2010) ‘Gis a job: What use Geographical Information Systems in Spatial 

Economics’. Journal of Regional Science, 50(1), pages 165-180. 

 

Overman, H. G., D. Puga and M. Turner (2008) ‘Decomposing the Growth in Residential 

Land in the United States’. Regional Science and Urban Economics 38 (5), pp. 487-497. 

 

Overman, H. G. and T. Leunig (2008) ‘Spatial Patterns of Development and the British 

Housing Market’. Oxford Review of Economic Policy 24 (1), pp. 59-78. 
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Ioannides, Y., H. G. Overman, E. Rossi-Hansberg and K.Schmidheiny (2008) ‘The effect of 

Information 
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Overman, H. G. and Y. Ioannides (2001) ‘The Cross-Sectional evolution of the U.S. City 

Size Distribution’. Journal of Urban Economics 49, pp. 543-566. 

 

Books 
 

Cheshire, P, M. Nathan and H. 
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¶ Broadband (March 2015) 

¶ Estate Renewal (January 2015) 

¶ Public Realm Policy Briefing (November 2014) 

¶ Access to Finance (November 2014) 

¶ Sports and Culture (July 2014) 

¶ Business Advice (May 2014) 

¶ Employment Training (May 2014) 

 

What Works Centre for Local Economic Growth Evidence Briefings, Toolkits and Rapid 

Evidence Reviews 

¶ Assessing the Local Economic Impacts of Local Procurement Briefing (April 2023) 

¶ Levelling Up Missions (April 2023) 

¶ Using Logic Models (March 2023) 

¶ Public Sector Relocation Briefing (January 2022) 

¶ Rail Investment 
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‘The Importance of ICT for Spatial Clusters’ Part of a report for the EU on the Economic 

Impact of ICT, January 2010. 

  

‘Resurgent Cities and Regional Economic Performance’ (with P. Rice) SERC Policy Paper  

no. 01 November 2009. 

 

‘Strengthening Economic Linkages between Leeds and Manchester: Feasibility and 

Implications’ (with S. Gibbons, S. d’Costa, G. Mion, P. Pelkonen, G. Resende, and M. 

Thomas). Report for the Northern Way, 2009. 

 

‘The Case for Agglomeration Economies’ (with S. Gibbons and A. Tucci). Report for the 

Manchester Independent Economic Review, 2009. 

 

‘Productivity in Transport Evaluation Studies’ (with S Gibbons).  Report for the Department 

for Transport, 2008. 

 

‘Economic Linkages Across Space’.  Report for Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, 2005.  

 

‘Cities in the Developing World’.  Report for UK Department for International Development, 

2005. 

 

‘Analysing the Impact of Cohesion and Structural Funds A Review’.  The socio-economic 

impact of projects financed by the Cohesion Fund: A modeling approach. European 

Commission, 1999. 

 

‘The Location of European Industry’. Report for DGII. (Available as DG Economic and 

Financial Affairs Economic Paper #142, 2000) 

 

Other writings 

 

Blogs 

http://whatworksgrowth.org/blog/ 

http://spatial-economics.blogspot.com/ 

https://www.coronavirusandtheeconomy.com/  

http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/  

 

‘Will coronavirus cause a big city exodus’ (2020) Environment and Planning B, 47(9) pp. 

1537-1542 [with Max Nathan] 

 

‘Commentary: what ‘should’ urban policy do?: a further response to Graham Haughton, Iain 

Deas and Stephen Hincks’. (2015) Environment and Planning A, 47 (1). pp. 243-246. ISSN 

0308-518X  

 

‘Letters to the editor.’ (2015) Environment and Planning A, 47 (1). pp. 243-246. ISSN 0308-

518X 

 

‘How the UK government should respond to the unequal local economic impacts of COVID-

19’ VoxEU, April 2020. 

http://whatworksgrowth.org/blog/
http://spatial-economics.blogspot.com/
https://www.coronavirusandtheeconomy.com/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/


10 

 

  

‘The impact of big research infrastructure facilities on local scientific output’ VoxEU, 

November 2017. 

 

‘New road infrastructure: The effects on firms’ VoxEU, July 2017. 

 

‘Why birthplace matters so much’ VoxEU, April 2016. 

 

‘Effectiveness of place-based policies: UK evidence’ VoxEU, April 2016. 
firms
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‘Fat City: Does Urban Sprawl Lead to Human Sprawl?’ CentrePiece 11(3), Winter 2006 

 

‘Urban Sprawl’ Centre Piece, 11 (1), Summer 2006. 

 

‘North and South’ CentrePiece 9(3), Autumn 2004. 

 

‘Localism versus growth: Planning reform and the prospects for urban economic recovery’ 

ESRC Britain in 2012. 

 

‘On your bike’ ESRC Britain in 2011. 

  

‘The Future of Cities’ Economic Review, 20, pp. 2-4, September 2002. 

 

RESEARCH GRANTS 

 

2021-2023 Nuffield Foundation funding for the Economy 2030 Inquiry (joint with 

Resolution Foundation, £1.8m) 

2020-2025 ESRC funding Centre for Economic Performance (Research Director, £10m) 

2020-2023 BEIS/DCLG/DfT/ESRC funding What Works Centre for Local Economic 

Growth (Director, £4.7m) 

2017  BEIS What Works Centre for Local Economic Growth Industrial Strategy 

Project (Director, £0.5m) 

2017-2019 BEIS/DCLG/DfT/DWP/ESRC funding What Works Centre for Local 

Economic Growth (Director, £3m) 

2017-2019 Leverhulme RCT to Identify the Causal Effects of Accelerator Programmes 

(Co-investigator; PI O. Silva, £215k) 

2016  KEIF Helping Cities Respond to Brexit (PI, £43k) 

2015  HEIF Supporting Devolution Deals (PI, £30k) 

2013-2016 BIS/DCLG/ESRC funding What Works Centre for Local Economic Growth 

(Director, £3m) 

2012-2014 HEIF From urban economics to urban policy: helping city leaders make the 

most of localism (PI, £95k) 

2011-2013 BIS/ESRC/WAG second round funding Spatial Economics Research Centre 

(Director, £900k) 

2010  ESRC: Wider impacts of transport (Co-investigator; PI S. Gibbons, £200k) 

2009  DEFRA: Rural proofing SERC research (£70k) 

2009  Northern Way: Manchester-Leeds Linkages, (£250k) 

2008-2010 BERR/CLG/ESRC/WAG funded Spatial Economics Research Centre 

(Director, £2.875m) 

2006-2008 ESRC, World Economy 
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 

LSE courses 

Executive MPA (2014-2021) and MPP (2017 on)  

Postgraduate course in the economics of local economic development 

Undergraduate and postgraduate courses in theoretical and applied location theory. 

Undergraduate and postgraduate courses in spatial techniques. 

Undergraduate courses in the economics of European Union integration. 

 

Other courses 

Bank of Italy, Feb 2013 

ERSA 19th Advanced Summer School, Groningen, July 2006 

ZEW Mannheim, Postgraduate Summer School, Economic Geography, July 2003. 

LSE Summer School, Economics of European Integration, 2000 on. 

ICEF Moscow, Macroeconomics, October 2000. 

LSE Free Market Economics course, Macroeconomics, 1997. 

 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

Organizer CURE conference, LSE 2013 

Organizer Urban Economics Sessions, NARSC conference 2005-2008 

Organizer Urban Economics Sessions, ERSA conference 2011-2013 

Economics Editor, Journal of Economic Geography, Aug 2007 – December 2013. 

Editor Economica, 2019 on 

Member ERC Advisory Panel 
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DTI Business Support Programmes. 

¶ UK Treasury (2006-2007). Productivity training. 

¶ UK Department for Transport (2008). Productivity Impacts in Evaluation Studies. 

¶ Manchester Independent Economic Review (2008). The Manchester City Region: The Case 

for Agglomeration Economies. 

¶ UK Department for Transport (2009). Productivity Impacts in Evaluation Studies: Feasibility 

¶ High Speed 2 Ltd (2010-2013). Member Analytical Challenge Panel. 

¶ Manchester Combined Authority (2011 on). Member LEP Growth Commission. 

¶ National Audit Office (2012). Review of Evaluations and International Lessons. 

¶ North-East Independent Economic Review (2012). Member expert panel 

¶ Westminster Council (2012). Member West End Commission. 

¶ UK Department Business Innovation and Science (2013 on). Member evaluation peer-review 

panel; Member Regional Growth Fund Evaluation Panel. 

¶ ESRC (2013-14) Member Cities Expert Group 

¶ Airports Commission (2013-2015). Member External Advisory Panel 

¶ Non-Met Commission on Economic Growth and the Future of Public Services (2014-2015). 

¶ DfT (2014) Transport Investment and Economic Performance 

¶ National Infrastructure Commission (2016 on) Analytical Panel 

¶ RSA (2016) Inclusive Growth Commissioner 

¶ Future Cities Catapult (2017) Advisory Board Performance in Use Project 

¶ Manchester Shared Prosperity Review (2019) Commissioner 

 

Referee 

American Economic Review, B.E. Press Journals in Economic Analysis and Policy, 

Development Studies, Economica, Economic Journal, Environment and Planning A, The 

Economic History Review, Economics of Transition, European Economic Review, Geography, 

Journal of Economic Geography, Journal of International Economics, International Economic 

Review, Papers in Regional Science, Journal of the European Economic Association, Journal of 

Regional Science, Journal of Urban Economics, Oxford Economic Papers, Regional Science and 

Urban Economics, Regional Studies, Scandinavian 
BT
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Member Sutton Review of Global Governance (2011) 

Member Teaching Learning Assessment Committee (2003-2007) 

Member working group on PhD submissions rates (2004) 

 

AFFILIATIONS & VISITING POSITIONS 

 

Post doctoral researcher, CERAS, Paris, France, September 2004. 

Post doctoral researcher, NHH and SNF, Bergen, Norway, 2004. 

Academic Visitor, European Institute for Japanese Studies, Stockholm School of Economics, 

Stockholm, Sweden (April-June 2002). 

Distinguished Research Fellow, NHH and SNF, Bergen, Norway, (2001-2003). 

Member LSE London (2001 on). 

Centre for Economic Policy Research - International Trade and Regional Economics programme 

(2000 on). 

Centre for Economic Performance - Globalisation programme (1995-2016); Spatial and Urban 

Economics programme (2016 on). 
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¶ Future Cities, Sydney, February 2016 

¶ Future Cities, Barcelona, January 2016 

¶ Seminars: Geneva, Lancaster, Science Po, 2015 

¶ Bank of Italy Analysts conference, December 2015 

¶ World Bank Competitive Cities launch, Washington, November 2015 

¶ Improving evaluation conference, DG Comp, 
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¶ Manchester New Economy, Breakfast Briefi
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¶ Oxford Review of Economic Policy Seminar, September, 2007. 

¶ Urban Economics and Real Estate Summer Symposium, Vancouver, June 2007. 

¶ Economics of Agglomeration Workshop, Kiel, April 2007. 

¶ Federal Reserve, Philadelphia, March 2007. 

¶ Regional Science International Association meetings, Toronto, November 2006. 

¶ International Conference on the Empirical Methods for the Study of Spatial Agglomerations, 

Kyoto, July
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