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EMPLOYMENT 

2019- 
 

Assistant Professor of Health Policy 
Director, M.Sc. Global Health Policy 
Department of Health Policy 
London School of Economics and Political Science 
 

2018-2019 Fellow in Health Economics

https://www.portalresearch.org/portal-team.html
https://chess.sph.brown.edu/people/olivier-wouters-phd
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2019-20 
 

Affiliated Faculty Member, Leuven Institute for Healthcare Policy, KU Leuven, 
Belgium 
 

2015-18 Visiting Research Fellow, Health Economics Unit, University of Cape Town, South 
Africa 

 

GRANTS 

2023 Co-principal investigator, grant from the Commonwealth Fund to study US drug 
pricing reforms under the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 ($148,656) 
 

2021 Principal investigator, internal grant from the LSE Research Support Fund to 
conduct global study of drug prices, affordability, and availability (£20,000) 

 

SHORT-TERM CONSULTANCIES 

2024-25 World Bank 
 

2023 World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe 
 

2019 
 

African Development Bank 

2013-17 World Bank 
 

2014 World Health Organization 
 

2014 Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
 

2013 Ministry of Health of Greece 
 
2011 

 
Research Triangle Institute International 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES 

Wouters OJ, Vogel M, Feldman WB, Beall RF, Kesselheim AS, Tu SS (2024). "Differential legal 
protections for biologics vs. small-molecule drugs in the US." JAMA (in press). 

 
Wouters OJ, Kuha J (2024). "Low- and middle-income countries experienced delays accessing 

new essential medicines, 1982-2024." Health Affairs (in press). 
 
Wouters OJ, Naci H, Papanicolas I (2024). "Availability and coverage of new drugs in 6 high-

income countries with health technology assessment bodies." JAMA Internal Medicine, 
184(3): 328-330. Reply: JAMA Internal Medicine, 2024; 184(7): 851. 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2814494
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2814494
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/currentissue
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Wouters OJ, Kesselheim AS, Kuha J, Luyten J (2024). 

https://www.valueinhealthjournal.com/article/S1098-3015(24)02754-2/fulltext
https://www.valueinhealthjournal.com/article/S1098-3015(24)02754-2/fulltext
https://www.valueinhealthjournal.com/article/S1098-3015(24)02824-9/fulltext
https://www.valueinhealthjournal.com/article/S1098-3015(24)02824-9/fulltext
https://www.valueinhealthjournal.com/article/S1098-3015(24)02824-9/fulltext
https://www.jmcp.org/doi/10.18553/jmcp.2024.24153
https://www.jmcp.org/doi/10.18553/jmcp.2024.24153
https://www.jmcp.org/doi/10.18553/jmcp.2024.24153
https://www.jmcp.org/doi/10.18553/jmcp.2023.23277
https://www.jmcp.org/doi/10.18553/jmcp.2023.23277
https://www.jmcp.org/doi/10.18553/jmcp.2023.23277
https://www.bmj.com/content/380/bmj-2022-071710
https://www.bmj.com/content/380/bmj-2022-071710
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2800037
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2800037
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanmic/article/PIIS2666-5247(22)00336-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanmic/article/PIIS2666-5247(22)00336-6/fulltext
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama-health-forum/fullarticle/2808888
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama-health-forum/fullarticle/2808888
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X23003201
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X23003201
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S016885102300129X?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S016885102300129X?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S016885102300129X?via%3Dihub
https://www.ijhpm.com/article_4311.html
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2208613
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2208613
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Wouters OJ, Berenbrok LA, He M, Li Y, Hernandez I (2022). "Association of research and 
development investments with treatment costs for new drugs approved from 2009 to 
2018." JAMA Network Open, 5(9): e2218623. 

¶ Media coverage from The New York Times, Politico, STAT News, and WIRED 

Magazine 

 
Wouters OJ, Shadlen KC, Salcher-Konrad M, Pollard AJ, Larson HJ, Teerawattananon Y, Jit M 

(2021). "Challenges in ensuring global access to COVID-19 vaccines: Production, 
affordability, allocation, and deployment." The Lancet, 397(10278): 1023-1034. 

¶ Accompanied by editorial from The Lancet Editorial Board 

¶ International media coverage from Agence France-Presse, BBC, Bloomberg, CNN, 

Der Spiegel, The Guardian, The Huffington Post, O Globo, The New York Times, 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2796669
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2796669
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2796669
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)00306-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)00306-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)00617-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanepe/article/PIIS2666-7762(21)00198-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanepe/article/PIIS2666-7762(21)00198-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanepe/article/PIIS2666-7762(21)00198-8/fulltext
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-021-00778-y
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-021-00778-y
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2762509
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2762509
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/10.1001/jamainternmed.2020.0145
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/may/03/big-pharma-doesnt-want-us-to-expand-medicare-we-have-to-fight-them#comments
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2762311
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2762311
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2768973
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2762290
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2762289
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2762288
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953620304664?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953620304664?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953618306634
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953618306634


https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1468-0009.12279
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1468-0009.12279
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1468-0009.12261
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1468-0009.12261
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1468-0009.12261
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-017-2184-5
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-017-2184-5
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/article/medical-savings-accounts-assessing-their-impact-on-efficiency-equity-and-financial-protection-in-health-care/5315A8148819E2A8B33B2E6F67C74B70
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/article/medical-savings-accounts-assessing-their-impact-on-efficiency-equity-and-financial-protection-in-health-care/5315A8148819E2A8B33B2E6F67C74B70
https://www.bmj.com/content/351/bmj.h5260
https://www.bmj.com/content/351/bmj.h5260
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/93/9/14-148742.pdf
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/93/9/14-148742.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/nrneph.2015.85
https://www.nature.com/articles/nrneph.2015.85
https://heart.bmj.com/content/101/23/1868
https://heart.bmj.com/content/101/23/1868
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0121715
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0121715
https://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0002619
https://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0002619
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2820566
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2820566
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Wouters OJ (2024). "Lobbying in US health care—lessons from the field of oncology." Journal of 
the National Comprehensive Cancer Network, 224(4): 275-276. 

 
Hernandez I, Wouters OJ, Cousin EM, Kirihennedige AS, Sullivan SD (2024). "Interpreting the 

first round of maximum fair prices negotiated by Medicare for drugs." Health Affairs 
Forefront. https://10.1377/forefront.20240830.863408. 

 
Van Schalkwyk MCI, Jarman H, Hervey T, Wouters OJ, Barlow P, McKee M (2020). "Risks to 

health and the NHS in the post-Brexit era." BMJ, 369: m2307. 
 
Wouters OJ, Hervey T, McKee M (2020). "Brexit and the European Medicines Agency—What 

next for the agency and UK drug regulators?" JAMA Health Forum, 1(2): e200135. 
 
Luyten J, McKee M, Wouters OJ (2020). "How much does it cost to research and develop a new 

medicine?" [in Dutch]. Nederlands Tijdschrift voor Geneeskunde. 
 

Wouters OJ, McKee M (2017). "Private financing of health care in times of economic crisis: A 

review of the evidence." 
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https://jnccn.org/view/journals/jnccn/22/4/article-p275.xml
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/interpreting-first-round-maximum-fair-prices-negotiated-medicare-drugs
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/interpreting-first-round-maximum-fair-prices-negotiated-medicare-drugs
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m2307/article-info
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m2307/article-info
https://jamanetwork.com/channels/health-forum/fullarticle/2761757
https://jamanetwork.com/channels/health-forum/fullarticle/2761757
https://www.ntvg.nl/artikelen/wat-kost-onderzoek-en-ontwikkeling-van-een-medicijn
https://www.ntvg.nl/artikelen/wat-kost-onderzoek-en-ontwikkeling-van-een-medicijn
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/1758-5899.12211
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/1758-5899.12211
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1758-5899.12389
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1758-5899.12389
https://wellcome.figshare.com/articles/online_resource/Strengthening_national_health_research_systems_in_Africa_lessons_and_insights_from_across_the_continent/14039807
https://wellcome.figshare.com/articles/online_resource/Strengthening_national_health_research_systems_in_Africa_lessons_and_insights_from_across_the_continent/14039807
http://etheses.lse.ac.uk/3827/
http://etheses.lse.ac.uk/3827/
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/25870
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/25870
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Laviolette L, Gopalan S, Elder LK, Wouters OJ (2016). "Incentivizing nutrition: How to apply 
incentive mechanisms to accelerate improved nutrition outcomes (A practitioner’s 
compendium)." The World Bank, Washington, DC, 56 p. 

 
Pantelli D, Arickx F, Cleemput I, Dedet G, Eckhardt H, Fogarty E, Gerkens S, Henschke C, Hislop 

J, Jommi C, Kaitelidou D, Kawalec P, Keskimäki I, Kroneman M, Lopez Bastida J, Pita 
Barros P, Ramsberg J, Schneider P, Spillane S, Vogler S, Vuorenkoski L, Wallach Kildemoes 
H, Wouters O, Busse R (2016). "Pharmaceutical regulation in 15 European countries: 
Review." Health Systems in Transition, 18(5): 1-118. 

  
Cylus J, Wouters OJ, Kanavos P (2015). "Chapter 9. Understanding the role of governance in the 

pharmaceutical sector: From laboratory to patient." In: Greer S, Wismar M, Figueras J 
(eds.) Strengthening Health System Governance: Better Policies, Stronger Performance. 
European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies. Open University Press: 
Maidenhead, UK. pp. 175-187. 

 
Kanavos P, Wouters OJ (2014). "Pharmaceutical policies in Cyprus: A review of the current 

system and future options." 

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/333301482398953218/Incentivizing-nutrition-how-to-apply-incentive-mechanisms-to-accelerate-improved-nutrition-outcomes
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/333301482398953218/Incentivizing-nutrition-how-to-apply-incentive-mechanisms-to-accelerate-improved-nutrition-outcomes
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/333301482398953218/Incentivizing-nutrition-how-to-apply-incentive-mechanisms-to-accelerate-improved-nutrition-outcomes
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/322444/HiT-pharmaceutical-regulation-15-European-countries.pdf?ua=1
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/322444/HiT-pharmaceutical-regulation-15-European-countries.pdf?ua=1
https://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/307939/Strengthening-health-system-governance-better-policies-stronger-performance.pdf
https://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/307939/Strengthening-health-system-governance-better-policies-stronger-performance.pdf
https://www.moh.gov.cy/moh/moh.nsf/80878538DB6EC625C22577BD00288147/$file/2014_08%20WHO%20in%20collaboration%20with%20�Ӱ���̳%20Pharmaceutical%20Policies%20in%20Cyprus_A%20Review%20of%20the%20Current%20System%20and%20Future%20Options.pdf
https://www.moh.gov.cy/moh/moh.nsf/80878538DB6EC625C22577BD00288147/$file/2014_08%20WHO%20in%20collaboration%20with%20�Ӱ���̳%20Pharmaceutical%20Policies%20in%20Cyprus_A%20Review%20of%20the%20Current%20System%20and%20Future%20Options.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B978012375678701213X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B978012375678701213X
http://www.oecd.org/officialdocuments/publicdisplaydocumentpdf/?cote=DAF/COMP/GF(2014)8&docLanguage=En
http://www.oecd.org/officialdocuments/publicdisplaydocumentpdf/?cote=DAF/COMP/GF(2014)8&docLanguage=Fr


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYgkFKE-m6M&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYgkFKE-m6M&feature=youtu.be
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)00306-8/fulltext
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0_WQvkVUSXM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ZD3KmT8DGY&list=PLK4elntcUEy3HaWpV8S-am3WHnVp1au3h
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ZD3KmT8DGY&list=PLK4elntcUEy3HaWpV8S-am3WHnVp1au3h
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)00306-8/fulltext
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/15/us/politics/drug-prices-medicare.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2024/05/06/1248504466/could-better-asthma-inhalers-help-patients-and-the-planet-too
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/17/health/us-drug-prices.html
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The Economist. "The National Health Service has a new drugs deal", 23 November 2023 (Quoted). 
 
Politico. "The real reason Europe’s medicines industry is dying", 25 April 2023 (Research referenced 

and quoted). 
 
STAT News. "Here’s why there aren’t many cheap, generic versions of pricey inhalers", 16 March 

2023 (Research referenced). 
 
STAT News. 

https://www.economist.com/britain/2023/11/23/the-national-health-service-has-a-new-drugs-deal
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-medicines-industry-dying-pharma/
https://www.statnews.com/pharmalot/2023/03/16/inhalers-asthma-copd-generics-patents-fda/
https://www.statnews.com/2023/03/10/medicare-drug-pricing-effectiveness/
https://www.statnews.com/2023/03/10/medicare-drug-pricing-effectiveness/
https://www.ft.com/content/f2fbb059-5a5e-4e31-824b-e7e64288927d
https://time.com/6257866/big-pharma-patent-abuse-drug-pricing-crisis/
https://www.bmj.com/content/379/bmj.o2532
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/drug-research-and-pricing
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/08/09/health/diabetes-cure-type-1.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/08/08/drug-companies-medicare-pricing-reform/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/08/08/drug-companies-medicare-pricing-reform/
https://www.ft.com/content/8db67386-c62a-4aea-bffc-551d07d367f8
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(21)00574-0/fulltext
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-07-06/when-lifesaving-vaccines-become-profit-machines-for-drugmakers
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(21)00344-3/fulltext
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000wytt
https://www.ft.com/content/774a56e7-588c-451d-9474-8e2a0f545173
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The Lancet Respiratory Medicine. "Ensuring fair distribution of COVID-19 vaccines: is an 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(21)00241-1/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(21)00241-1/fulltext
https://www.forbes.com/sites/peterubel/2021/04/09/why-is-healthcare-so-expensive-blame-the-lobbyists/?sh=7064b76432e7
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/25/world/asia/india-covid-vaccine-astrazeneca.html
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(21)00129-6/fulltext
https://www.spiegel.de/politik/ausland/corona-impfung-es-waere-genug-impfstoff-fuer-alle-da-wenn-reiche-laender-teilen-a-bf31a8f0-83c6-4452-9fd7-223c2abb8bb7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-56052497
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-vaccine-nationalism-high-prices-and-supply-chain-issues-slowing-worldwide-coronavirus-inoculation-say-scientists-12216263
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-vaccine-nationalism-high-prices-and-supply-chain-issues-slowing-worldwide-coronavirus-inoculation-say-scientists-12216263
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/feb/13/no-end-to-covid-pandemic-without-equal-access-to-vaccine-experts-say
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/07/opinion/covid-vaccines-patents.html
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/12/scientists-fear-no-deal-brexit-deadline-looms
https://www.statnews.com/feature/prescription-politics/state-level-examination/
https://www.statnews.com/feature/prescription-politics/state-level-examination/
https://www.statnews.com/feature/prescription-politics/prescription-politics/
https://www.statnews.com/feature/prescription-politics/prescription-politics/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/01/world/asia/coronavirus-vaccine-india.html
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/world/2020-05-19/drugs-and-vaccines-are-coming-whom
https://khn.org/news/senators-who-led-pharma-friendly-patent-reform-also-prime-targets-for-pharma-cash/
https://khn.org/news/senators-who-led-pharma-friendly-patent-reform-also-prime-targets-for-pharma-cash/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41573-020-00043-x
https://www.statnews.com/pharmalot/2020/03/03/drug-development-billions-cost/
https://www.statnews.com/pharmalot/2020/03/03/drug-development-billions-cost/
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Dr Scott Gottlieb, Commissioner of the US Food and Drug Administration, "Advancing Patient 
Care Through Competition", Remarks to the Pharmaceutical Care Management Association, 
Washington, DC, 9 April 2018 (Research referenced by Dr. Gottlieb in his speech). 

 
Bloomberg News. "When Cancer Treatments Fail, Italy Wants Money Back", 15 Jan. 2016 (Quoted). 
 

TEACHING 

Course Convenor (London School of Economics) 
 

Global Access to Medicines (2022-present) 
Pharmaceutical Economics and Policy (2022) 

 
Seminar Leader (London School of Economics) 
 

Applied Regression Analysis (2016) 
Computing Packages for Applied Analysis: Stata (2016-17) 
Economic Analysis for Health Policy in Low- and Middle-Income Countries (2019-20) 

https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Speeches/ucm605143.htm
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-01-15/when-new-cancer-treatments-fail-italy-wants-its-money-back
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Lars Van Cutsem (2023, visiting PhD student, KU Leuven, Belgium) 
 

International Advisory Roles 
 

Member, International Advisory Board, MSc Global Health, KU Leuven, Belgium (2023-
present) 
 

LANGUAGE & IT SKILLS 

Languages:  English (native), French (intermediate), and Swedish (native) 
 
Computer Languages and Software: LaTeX, NVivo, Python (basic), R (basic), Stata, and TreeAge 
 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Recognitions 
 

Distinguished Reviewer, JAMA Internal Medicine (2024-present) 
Top-graded peer reviewer, Annals of Internal Medicine (2016-18, 2020) 
Top-graded peer reviewer, JAMA (2023) 
Top-graded peer reviewer, JAMA Internal Medicine (2023) 

 

Editorial Positions 
 

Guest Academic Editor, PLOS ONE (2020-21) 
Guest Editor (with Panos G. Kanavos), Global Policy (2017

EClinicalMedicine 

Expert Review of Anti-I

nfective Therapy

 

Family Medicine and Community Health 

Health Economics 
Health Policy 

Health Policy and Planning 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2823199
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Health Policy and Technology 
Inquiry 
International Journal of Clinical Practice 
International Journal of Health Policy and Management 
International Journal of Health Services 
JAMA 
JAMA Dermatology 
JAMA Health Forum 
JAMA Internal Medicine 
JAMA Network Open 
Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndromes 
Journal of Development Studies 
Journal of Globalization and Development 
Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine 
The Lancet 
The Lancet Public Health 
The Lancet Regional Health Europe 
The Lancet Regional Health Western Pacific 
The Milbank Quarterly 
Nature Communications 
Nephrology 
Open Heart 
PLOS Medicine 
PLOS ONE 
PNAS Nexus 
Saudi Pharmaceutical Journal 
Social Science & Medicine 
Vaccine 
Value in Health 
Value in Health Regional Issues 
World Medical & Health Policy 

 
Grant Reviewer 

 
Economic and Social Research Council (part of United Kingdom Research and Innovation) 
Swiss National Science Foundation 

 
Professional Membership 

 
Health Economists’ Study Group 
Higher Education Academy (Fellow) 
International Society for Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research 
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