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Introduction

Inter-ethnic conflicts have been on the rise in Ethiopia since 2018. Ethiopia's Somali Regional State (SRS)
is no exception to this trend. Although almost exclusively inhabited by ethnic Somalis, inter-ethnic strife


https://issafrica.org/research/monographs/drivers-of-ethnic-conflict-in-contemporary-ethiopia
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4006987?seq=1
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40175220?seq=1
http://www.urbanlab.org/articles/Barth,%20Fredrik%201969.%20Ethnic%20groups%20and%20boundaries.pdf

Somali-Oromo conflicts

Somali and Oromo communities share a 1400 km border between Moyale at the Ethio-Kenyan border
to the south and Mieso district in West Hararghe zone to the north. This multi-ethnic corridor is best
understood as a cultural frontier in which Oromo, Somali, Somali-Oromo or Oromo-Somali groups
interact, coexist and compete over natural and other resources. Ethno-nationalist narratives gloss over
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who mix ‘Oromo farming techniques’ with ‘Somali social institutions'. The Gerri and Jarso are closely
intermarried. The numerically stronger Jarso have for long been subordinated to the Gerri. The latter
consider themselves more ‘noble’ as they trace their genealogy to the Darood clan family. Perceptions
about the Gerri-Jarso’s collective identity are contested by both insiders and outsiders and by Oromo
and Somalis alike. For a long time, Somalis viewed both as Somali, considering conflicts between the
Gerri and Jarso as an intra-Somali affair. But in the eyes of members of the Absame lineages (who are
part of the Darood clan family), these same conflicts were part of an inter-ethnic confrontation between
Somali (Gerri) and Oromo (Jarso).

Given this complex mixture of intermarriage and hierarchy, competition over land and political
dominance have been part of the centuries old Gerri-Jarso compact. These struggles intensified
whenever one group attempted to use changing political conditions to challenge or reassert its
counterpart. A major conflict that caused considerable damage to both communities occurred around
Tulli Guled, some 40 km from Jigjiga, in 1982 and 1983 and lasted up to 1985. This war forced
thousands of families to flee and disrupted the social fabric of the Gerri and Jarso.

Another massive conflict erupted in 1992 in the early days of the former ruling coalition — the Ethiopian
Peoples' Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF). This was a time when EPRDF forces had not yet
secured a monopoly of violence in the eastern parts of the country. It lasted up to nine months and
claimed some 700 lives. Former soldiers of the Somali and Ethiopian army took part in the fighting. The
Jarso eventually won and took control of Chinaksen and Quocher areas. Initially the Jarso sought
recognition with the administrative structures of the SRS. They established their own party and joined
the Ethiopian Somali Democratic League (ESDL) in 1994. Until 1995, Chinaksen was neither fully
incorporated into Oromiya nor Somali Regional State. Eventually the Jarso reached an agreement with
EPRDF and Chinaksen become part of SRS in 1994,

Peaceful relations between the Gerri and Jarso prevailed between the 1992 conflict and the 2004
referendum. But many Jarso felt neglected and marginalised within the SRS whose politics favoured
numerically stronger Somali kinship groups like the Ogaadeen. By the time the 2004 referendum was
held a good nhumber of Jarso dominated areas, including localities inhabited by Hawiye, decided to vote
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Somali and habeshi interactions


http://addisstandard.com/news-talks-between-federal-and-somali-region-authorities-underway-after-weekend-violence-leaves-trail-of-causalities-destruction/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/41966038.pdf?seq=1
https://www.store.tsehaipublishers.com/product_info.php/history/jijiga-p-118?osCsid=0d0605a6f665b63241698e551b86c43e
https://www.store.tsehaipublishers.com/product_info.php/history/jijiga-p-118?osCsid=0d0605a6f665b63241698e551b86c43e
https://www.statsethiopia.gov.et/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Somali_Statistical.pdf
https://www.ethiopia-insight.com/2020/01/30/jigjigas-autocratic-modernity/
https://digitalcommons.macalester.edu/bildhaan/vol6/iss1/6/
https://www.ajol.info/index.php/jbas/article/view/57348
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Amhara-Somali-Relations-in-Jigjiga-and-its-from-the-Belete-Zerihun/95b05c51a92ad996d187ebc824efadd17e2addb5
https://pure.diis.dk/ws/files/1488932/DIIS_WP_2018_1_GOVSEA.pdf
https://pure.diis.dk/ws/files/1488932/DIIS_WP_2018_1_GOVSEA.pdf
https://pure.diis.dk/ws/files/2985083/DIIS_Working_Paper_2019_9_final.pdf
https://pure.diis.dk/ws/files/2985083/DIIS_Working_Paper_2019_9_final.pdf
http://riftvalley.net/sites/default/files/publication-documents/RVI%20Nairobi%20Forum%20-%20Talking%20Peace%20in%20the%20Ogaden.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/tag/ethiopian-protests



https://ecadforum.com/2018/06/04/ethiopia-tplfs-blind-support-for-somali-region-president-abdi-iley/
https://www.opride.com/2018/07/12/it-wasnt-me-under-fire-abdi-illey-pleads-innocence-in-unhinged-speeches-amid-dismissal-rumours/
https://www.jigjigaherald.com/2018/08/15/how-a-facebook-rant-by-ahmed-ilkase-and-others-triggered-the-now-infamous-black-saturday/
http://addisstandard.com/news-ex-somali-region-president-pleads-not-guilty-to-all-charges/
https://books.google.ch/books?hl=en&lr=&id=tLpRFbLSxvAC&oi=fnd&pg=PR8&dq=ethnic+riots&ots=8hQoT4qXTY&sig=ICEHwKbNG-7EURTaCFYEJ_-GPO8&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=ethnic%20riots&f=false
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/mar/13/freedom-oromo-activists-qeerroo-ethiopia-standstill
https://www.jigjigaherald.com/2018/01/13/mass-massacres-somalis-inside-oromia-region-yet-justice-served/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g1071641-d11646212-Reviews-ZM_International_hotel-Jijiga_Somali_Region.html
http://addisstandard.com/breaking-federal-defense-forces-surround-somali-regional-state-president-abdi-mohomud-omar-situation-remains-tense/

Inter-ethnic relations in transition times

What can we learn from recent inter-ethnic conflict in Ethiopia’s SRS? There are lessons both obvious
and less obvious to be drawn. First, as has been noted before, ethnically defined federalism has a serious
problem of accommodating both ethnic others and cosmopolitan communities. Ethiopia’s federalism
remains a territorial type of federalism tying particular people to particular territories. When practiced in
an exclusivist ‘sons of
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