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This research memo is an abridged version of an internally circulated memo that 
analyses the evolving role of international Private Military and Security Companies 
(PMSCs) in Somalia through the lens of the political marketplace. Focusing on the 
KVS[XL�SJ�WIGYVMX]�ƼVQW�[MXLMR��ERH�EVSYRH�1SKEHMWLYƅW�KVIIR�^SRI��MX�LMKLPMKLXW�LS[�
WIGYVMX]�ƼVQW�XS�ER�I\XIRX�TSWMXMSR�XLIQWIPZIW�EW� ƄKEXIOIITIVWƅ�JSV�XLI� MRXIVREXMSREP�
GSQQYRMX]��ERH�[MXLMR�E�TSPMXMGEP�QEVOIXTPEGI�JSV�WIGYVMX]�WIVZMGIW�XLEX�MW�XVERWEGXMSREP�
VEXLIV� XLER� VIKYPEXIH��=IX�� MR� XLI�EFWIRGI�SJ�IJJIGXMZI� JSVQEP� VIKYPEXMSR��417'W�EVI�
LIEZMP]�VIPMERX�YTSR�WS�GEPPIH�ƄPSGEPƅ�TEVXRIVW�XS�REZMKEXI�XLMW�QEVOIXTPEGI��[LS�TVSZMHI�

%JXIV�XLI�*IHIVEP�+SZIVRQIRX�SJ�7SQEPME��*+7�[EW�IWXEFPMWLIH�MR�%YKYWX�������ERH�
[MXL�EP�7LEFEEF�[MXLHVE[MRK�JVSQ�1SKEHMWLY�MR�PEXI�������IPIQIRXW�SJ�XLI�MRXIVREXMSREP�

1 This memo is based on the author’s doctoral fieldwork, which is currently being prepared into a manuscript for publication 
under the provisional title ‘Fragile Soldiers: Private Security in East Africa’.
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GSQQYRMX]��RSXEFP]�XLI�92�ERH�XLI�)9��FIKER�XS�QSZI�XLIMV�STIVEXMSRW�JVSQ�2EMVSFM�MRXS�XLI�KVIIR�
^SRI��8LMW�GSVVIPEXIH�[MXL�MRGVIEWMRK�RYQFIVW�SJ�417'W��QER]�SJ�[LMGL�LEH�QEHI�XLIMV�REQIW�
MR� -VEU�ERH�%JKLERMWXER�ERH�EW�STTSVXYRMXMIW� XLIVI�[ERIH��WE[�XLI� MRXIVREXMSREP�I\TERWMSR� MRXS�
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‘Local’ partners

417'W��ERH�QER]�SJ�XLIMV�GPMIRXW�XLIVIJSVI�HITIRH�YTSR�XLI�GSRXMRYIH�I\MWXIRGI�SJ�E�KVIIR�^SRI�
EW�ER�MRXIVREXMSREPM^IH�FYFFPI�SJ�WSZIVIMKRX]��=IX�WIGYVMXMWIH�WTEGIW�WYGL�EW�1SKEHMWLYƅW�KVIIR�
^SRI�EVI�RIZIV�EW�WIEPIH�SJJ�JVSQ�XLI�[MHIV�WSGMEP�ERH�TSPMXMGEP�IRZMVSRQIRX�EW�XLIMV�TVSTSRIRXW�
QMKLX� MHIEPMWI��ERH�GSRXVEGXSVWƅ� VSPI�EW� MRXIVPSGYXIVW� MW�HITIRHIRX�YTSR�XLIMV� MQFVMGEXMSR�[MXLMR�
GMX]�[MHI� IGSRSQMIW� SJ� TVSXIGXMSR� ERH� GSIVGMSR�� 8LI� KVIIR� ^SRIƅW� I\MWXIRGI� FIRIƼXW� RSX� SRP]�
417'W� �ERH� XLIMV� GPMIRXW�� FYX� EPWS� E� GEHVI� SJ� 7SQEPM� TSPMXMGEP� IRXVITVIRIYVW�� JSV� [LSQ� MX� MW� E�
WSYVGI�SJ� PYGVEXMZI�MRXIVREXMSREP�WIGYVMX]�VIRXW��8LIWI�IRXVITVIRIYVW�EVI�HIWGVMFIH�F]�I\TEXVMEXI�
WIGYVMX]�GSRXVEGXSVW�EW�PSGEP�TEVXRIVW��=IX� ƄPSGEPƅ�HSIW�RSX�EHIUYEXIP]�GETXYVI�XLI�REXYVI�SJ�XLMW�
EVVERKIQIRX��1ER]�EVI�7SQEPM�HMEWTSVE��ERH�XLI�VIPEXMSRWLMT�MW�TIVLETW�FIXXIV�YRHIVWXSSH�EW�E�
relationship between two sets of different transnational actors. 

0SGEP� MRXIVPSGYXIVW� EVI� RIGIWWEV]� XS� KYMHI� MRXIVREXMSREP� 417'W� XLVSYKL� STEUYI� VIKMWXVEXMSR�
TVSGIWWIW�� ERH� XS� EWWMWX� [MXL� XLI� MQTSVXEXMSR� SJ� [IETSRW�� IUYMTQIRX� ERH� EVQSVIH� ZILMGPIW��
%GGIWWMRK�XMQIP]�ERH�EGGYVEXI�MRJSVQEXMSR�MW�OI]�XS�WYGGIWWJYPP]�TPE]MRK�XLI�TSPMXMGEP�QEVOIXTPEGI�
and the local partner is also an important source of such information. The local partner provides 
E�TSMRX�SJ�EGGIWW�MRXS�GPER�ERH�OMRWLMT�RIX[SVOW��ERH�MRXS�XLI�FVSEHIV�TSPMXMGEP�QEVOIXTPEGI�XLEX�
EPPS[W�EGGIWW�XS�XLI�GMX]�RIGIWWEV]�JSV�XLI�IZIV]HE]�47(�ERH�GSRZS]�WIVZMGIW�XLEX�417'W�WIPP��=IX�
XLMW�EPWS�QIERW�XLEX�417'W�EGGIWW�MW�YWYEPP]�PMQMXIH�XS�XLIMV�TEVXRIVƅW�^SRI�SJ�MRƽYIRGI�ERH�GPER�
presence in the city. 

There is a clear interest in sustaining high rates for security services on both sides of the green 
^SRI��ERH�TSPMXMGW�ERH�XLI�FYWMRIWW�SJ�WIGYVMX]�EVI�LIEZMP]�MRXIVGSRRIGXIH��417'W�7SQEPM�TEVXRIVW�
EVI� X]TMGEPP]� MRƽYIRXMEP� HMEWTSVE� XLEX� EVI� SJXIR� [IPP�GSRRIGXIH� XS� KSZIVRQIRX�� ERH� WSQIXMQIW�
even serving politicians. There are also strong links between private security and aid contracts. 
%� VIGIRX� VITSVX5� MHIRXMƼIH� LS[� E� GSLSVX� SJ� MRƽYIRXMEP� 7SQEPM� FYWMRIWWQIR� [MXL� E� LMWXSV]� SJ�
I\XVEZIVWMSR�GSRXMRYI�XS�TVSƼX�SJJ�XLI�MRXIVREXMSREP�MRXIVZIRXMSR�MR�7SQEPME��1ER]�[IVI�JSVQIV�92�
;*4�GSRXVEGXSVW�XLEX�LEH�[SR�PYGVEXMZI�GSRXVEGXW�MR�JSSH�HMWXVMFYXMSR��WIGYVMX]�ERH�PSKMWXMGW�YRHIV�
923731��ERH�LEZI�WMRGI�GSRZIVXIH�XLMW�[IEPXL�MRXS�TSPMXMGEP�TS[IV��ERH�RSXEFP]�MR�MRZIWXQIRXW�MR�
XLI�KVIIR�^SRI��

Conclusion 

7MRGI� XLI�HITPS]QIRX�SJ�%1-731�MR�������ERH�TEVXMGYPEVP]�WMRGI� XLI�IWXEFPMWLQIRX�SJ� XLI�*+7�
MR� ������ XLI� RYQFIV� ERH� EGXMZMXMIW� SJ� 417'W� LEW� KVS[R� MR� 7SQEPME��8LI� PSGYW� SJ� XLMW� EGXMZMX]�
MW�1SKEHMWLY��[LIVI�ER�%1-731�TVSXIGXIH�KVIIR�^SRI�LEW�FIGSQI�E�WIQM�TIVQERIRX�WMXI�SJ�
MRXIVREXMSREPM^IH�WSZIVIMKRX]�ERH�LSQI�XS�E�KVS[MRK�WIGYVMX]�MRHYWXV]��417'W�MR�GSRNYRGXMSR�[MXL�
TSPMXMGEPP]�GSRRIGXIH�7SQEPM�WIGYVMX]�ƼVQW�EWWYQI�XLI�VSPI�SJ�KEXIOIITIVW�JSV�XLI� MRXIVREXMSREP�
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