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Private Military and Security Companies
and the Political Marketplace in Mogadishu
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This research memo is an abridged version of an internally circulated memo that
analyses the evolving role of international Private Military and Security Companies
(PMSCs) in Somalia through the lens of the political marketplace. Focusing on the
KVS XL SIWIGYVIX] SVQW [IXLIR ERH EVSYRH A1 SKEHIWLYW KVIIR ASRI X LIKLAKLXW LS [
WIGYVIX] SVQW XS ER INXIRX TSWIXISR XL IQWIPZIW EW tKEXIONIT IWh JSV XL 1 IRXIVREXISREP
GSQQYRIX] ERH [IXLIR E TSPIXIGEP QEVOIXTPEGH JSVWIGYVIX] WIVZIG IW XLEX IW XVERWEGXISRE?
VEXLIV XLER VIKYPEXIH =IX IR XL1 EFWIRGI SJ 1JJIGXIZI JSVQEP VIKYPEXISR 4217 "W EVI
LIEZIF] VIPERX YTSR WS GERIH #SGEP TEVXR IVW XS REZIKEXT XLIW QEVOIXTPEGI LS TVSZIHI

%IXIV XLT *IHIVE? +SZIVRQIRX SJ 7SQEME *+7 [EW IWXEFIWLIH IR %YKYWX ERH
XL EP 7LEFEEF [IXLHVE [IRK VSQ L SKEHIWLY IR PEXI IPTQITRXW SIXL 1 IRXIVREXISRE?

1 This memo is based on the author’s doctoral feldwork, which is currently being prepared into a manuscript for publication
under the provisional title ‘Fragile Soldiers: Private Security in East Africa’.
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GSQQYRIX] RSXEFP] XL1 92 ERH XL )9O FIKER XS QSZI XLIIV STIVEXISRW VSQ 2EIVSFIIRXS XL I KVIIR
ASRI 8LIW GSWIPEXTH [IXL IRGVIEWIRK RYQFIW SJ 41 7*W QER] SJ [LIGL LEH QEHI XLIW REQIW
IR -VEU ERH %JKLERIWXER ERH EW STTSVXYRIXIIW XLIVI [ERIH WEL XLI IRXIVREXISRE? INTERWISR IRXS




‘Local’ partners

417°W ERH QER] SIXLIW GHIRXW XLIVIISVI HITIRH YTSR XL1 GSRXIRY IH INWXIRGI SJ E KVI IR ~SR1
EW ER IRXIVREXISREPNMIH FYFFPI SJ WSZIVHIKRX] =1X WIGYVIXIWIH WTEGIW WYGL EW L SKEHIWLYSW KVI IR
ASRI EVI RIZIVEWWIEPIH SJJ VSQ XLI [IHIV WSGIEP ERH TSPIXIGE? IRZIVSRQ IRX EW XL 1IV TVSTSRIRXW
QIKLX IHIEAWT ERH GSRXVEGXSVWh VSPI EW IRXIVPSGYXIVW IW HITIRHIRX YTSR XLV IQFVIGEXISR [ IXLIR
GIX] [MHI IGSRSQIIW SJ TVSXIGXISR ERH GSIVGISR 8LI KVIIR ASRIW INWXIRGI FIRISXW RSX SRF]
417°W ERH XLIIV GMIRXW FYX EPWS E GEHVI SJ 7SQEMN TSPIXIGEP IRXVITVIRIYW JSV [LSQ IX IW E
WSYVGI SJ PYGVEXIZI IRXIVREXISRE? WIGYVIX] VIRXW SLIWI IRXVITVIRIYW EVI HIWGVIFIH F] INTEXVIEXI
WIGYVIX] GSRXVEGXSVW EW PSGEP TEVXRIVW =IX PSGEM HSIW RSX EHIUYEXIP] GETXYVI XL1 REXYVI SJ XLIW
EWERKIQIRX 1ER] EVI 7SQEM HIEWTSVE ERH XL 1 VIPEXISRWLIT IW TIVLETW FIXXIV YRHIVWXSSH EW E
relationship between two sets of different transnational actors.

OSGE? IRXIVPSGYXIWW EVI RIGIWWEV] XS KYIHI IRXIVREXISREP 417 =W XLVSYKL STEUYI VIKIWXVEXISR
TVSGIWWIW ERH XS EWWIWX [IXL XL1 IQTSVXEXISR SJ [IETSRW ITUYITQIRX ERH EVQSVIH ZILIGPIW
%GG IWWIRK XIQ IF] ERH EGGYVEXI IRISVQEXISR IW 017 XS WYGGIWWJYP] TPEJIRK XL I TSPIXIGEP QEVOIXTPEGI
and the local partner is also an important source of such information. The local partner provides
E TSIRX SJ EGGIWW IRXS GPER ERH OIRWLIT RIX[ SVOW ERH IRXS XL1 FVSEHIV TSPIXIGEP QEVOIXTPEGI XLEX
EPPS[WEGGIWW XS XL 1 GIX] RIGIWWEV] JSVXLT 1ZIVJHE] 47 ( ERH GSRZS] WIVZIGIW XLEX 417 "WWIP =IX
XLIW EPWS QIERW XLEX 4.7 =W EGG IWW IW YWYEPP] PIQIXTH XS XL IV TEVXRIVIW ~ASR1 SJIRSYIRGI ERH GPER
presence in the city.

There is a clear interest in sustaining high rates for security services on both sides of the green
ASRI ERH TSPIXIGW ERH XL 1 FYWIRTWW SJWIGYVIX] EVI L1EZIP] IRKIVGSRRIGXIH 4.7 =W 7SQEM TEVXRIVW
EVI X]TIGEF] IRSYIRXIEP HIEWTSVE XLEX EVI SJXIR [ 1% GSRRIGXIH XS KSZIVRQIRX ERH WSQIXIQIW
even serving politicians. There are also strong links between private security and aid contracts.
% VIGIRX VITSVX® IHIRXISIH LS E GSLSVX SJ IRsYIRXIEP 7SQEM FYWIRIWNQIR [IXL E LIWXSV] SJ
INXVEZIWISR GSRXIRY I XS TVSSX SJJ XL 1 IRXIVREXISREP IRXIVZIRXISR IR 7SQEME 1ER] [ 1Vl JSVQIV 92
3 *4 GSRXVEGXSW XLEX LEH [ SR PYGVEXIZI GSRXVEGXW IR JSSH HIWXVIFYXISR WIGYVIX] ERH PSKIWXIGW YRHIV
923731 ERHLEZI WIRGI GSRZIVXIH XLIW [ 1EPXL IRXS TSPIXIGEP TS 1V ERH RSXEFP] IR IRZIWXQ IRXW IR
XL1 KVIIR ASRI

Conclusion
7IRGI XL1 HITPSJQIRX SJ %1-731 IR ERH TEVXIGYPEW] WIRGI XL1 IWXEFAWLQIRX SJ XLI *+7
IR XL1 RYQFIV ERH EGNIZIIIW SJ 417 =W LEW KVS[R IR 7SQEIE 8LI PSGYW SJ XLIW EGXIZIX]

W LSKEHIWLY [LIVI ER %1-731 TVSXIGXIH KVIIR ~SRI LEW FIGSQI E WIQI TIVQERIRX WIXI SJ
IRKIVREXISREPINMTH WSZ IVIIKRX] ERH LSQII XS E KVS [IRK WIGYVIX] IRHYWXV] 4.7 "W IR GSRIYRGXISR [IXL
TSPXIGER] GSRRIGXIH 7SQEM WIGYVIX] SVQW EWWYQT XL1 VSPI SJ KEXIONITIW JSV XL I IRXIVREXISREP
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