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The COVID-19 pandemic has profoundly changed the way modern society functions and highlighted
the responsibility of all societal actors for counteracting its immediate and long term impacts. The
pressure is on diverse actors to work together in more targeted, effective and innovative ways:
‘Build Back Better’ means co-constructing the future. Yet there is very little guidance for the private
sector on how to partner well with government and NGO actors who may have a very different
modus operandi. The UN Partnership Acceleration 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
launched in 2019 is the most recent initiative which aims to develop a partnership ecosystem
capable of supporting the engagement of business as a development actor. This important initiative
recognises that partnering requires expertise and a know-how that no actors, companies included,

are institutionally predisposed to



systematic support for companies in building and sustaining constructive relationships with local

communities is needed.



