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Introduction

« Sweden(8/45): traditionally a high migrationcountry by Old World
standardsand currentlywith no signof fallingratesat anyspatial
scaledifferent economicand socialmodel (within limits) to other
casestudycountries

» Well placedfor this kind of exercisewith regardsto data

» Excellenpopulationdata (StatisticsSwedenestablishedl858;
migrationdatafrom censusesndregistrationsbetweenparish
migrationdata seriesfrom 1900)

» Populationregisterdatafrom 1990(individualtevellongitudinaldata
with fine 100m*100mspatialresolution;customisedextractsmade
avallableviauniversitiesto HEresearchers)









Trendssincel990— ThePLACHatabase

» Analysesnigrationupturn sincethe end of the 1980s

» Individualtevelanalysisoverdifferent distancebands

» Contrastsl991085and200105; only adecade,unlikelongerterm USand England& Walesanalyses
(ashame)

All addresschanges

» 6.27ppincreasen all addresschangesn
200105 ascomparedwith 199165

» Mostof thisisattributable to change
behaviour— arate effect

« Social/demographichange- population
composition— hashadaslightnet negative
effect— ageingand housingtenure effect
haveoutweighedchangesn marital status
andincreasededucation
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Discussion

« Changesn migrationintensity appearto be moreto do with changed
behaviourthan changedpopulationcomposition— asseenin other
countries

. Swederﬁ}@pea_rsto havefollowed a different migrationtrajectoryto
the US,Australia,and(to alesserextent),the UK



Discussion

* Inthe longerterm, the Swedishwelfare modelmay makeinternal
migrationlessrisky— althoughthis modelhasbeen‘reformed’ and
modifiedrecentlymuchlike in other countries

« TheSwedisttasealsohighlightsthe seductivenesgandweaknesspf
grandernarrativeswhichattempt to relate internal migrationto economic
modelsandlongterm social,labourmarketand demographiachanges

 Forinstance the migrationdeclineof the 1970sand 1980swasvery
plausiblyexplainedby Bengtsson andohanssor1993)in terms of a shift
from industrialto a post mdustrialsociety,ageingandtechnicalchange-
major structuralandlong term trends

* Yet,Swedishmigrationratesseemto haveincreasedsincethen

« Might we fall into a similartrap of explainingcurrentdeclinesin internal
migrationin similarmacroterms?



