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March 1948: Belgium, France, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and the UK sign the 

��������������	�of mutual defence. 

April 1949: The US, Canada and ten West European countries sign the ������ ��������

�����	. 

May 1952: The ���!��������������������	�treaty is agreed by the six ECSC 

member states. It would have created a common European army, and permitted West 

Germany’s rearmament. In August 1954, the French National Assembly rejects the treaty. 

October 1954: The "����������!����������#"�$�is created on the basis of the 

Brussels Treaty, and expanded to include Italy and West Germany. West Germany joins 

NATO. 

December 1969: At their ��������������%����



help the presidency. 

 

February 1992: The ,���������������	�is signed, replacing EPC with the Common 

Foreign and Security Policy. The Council of foreign ministers will decide �������

����������and -����� ������, and QMV can be used to implement the latter. The 

Commission can initiate proposals. CFSP activities can be financed by the EC budget. 

The EU can request the WEU to implement decisions that have defence implications. 

 

June 1992: The ������(����������������states that the WEU will engage in humanitarian 

and rescue tasks, peacekeeping, and crisis management tasks, including peacemaking 

(‘������(�������+�’). Three forms of WEU membership (full, associate and observer) 

are created. 

January 1994: NATO summit agrees that NATO assets can be used by the WEU and 

endorses the concept of .���(�����-��������+�������/�(the details are approved in June 



October 2004: Launch of the European Agency for the Management of Operational Cooperation 



December 2017: ������������������������!������� (PESCO) is established by a Council 

decision with 25 member states participating. Participants enter into legally binding 

commitments, which are to be fulfilled by adopting annual National Implementations Plans 

(NIPs). The EEAS, including the EU Military Staff, and the EDA jointly act as Secretariat. So far 

34 projects have been introduced. 

December 2017: Council’s agreement on a General Approach to the Commission’s proposal for a 

regulation on the EDIDP. 

June 2018: Proposal by HR VP Mogherini to create a European Peace Facility (EPF) as an off-

budget fund to finance peace support operations and the capacity building of partner countries’ 

security sector. 


