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• Maintains balanced regional foreign policy, excellent relations with all neighbours, active 
and supportive stance in favour of initiatives of regional cooperation. Helps stabilise the 
region and bring it closer to the EU - contribution to peace and stability in Europe and to 
CFSP goals in this area. Has established formal agreements for cooperation in European 
integration matters with the Western Balkans countries and is ready to share experience 
and assist them.  

• Emphasis on cooperation in the fight against terrorism, counteracting organised crime, 
improvement of border controls (assistance, solidarity and burden sharing) 

 
2. Bulgaria's stance regarding the ratification of the Constitutional Treaty.  

• Supports the European Constitution. Believes the Constitutional Treaty would help make 
the Union more efficient, democratic and understandable to its citizens. Text responds to 
the challenges both of EU enlargement and of globalisation. 

• Bulgaria ratified the Constitution. Approval by the National Parliament, through the act of 
ratification of the Accession Treaty which refers to the Constitution.  

• No outspoken stance on the general way ahead and in particular whether the 
ratificatications should continue. Expresses hope that the Constitution will eventually enter 
in force. Cautious approach. Awaits the results of the reflection period.  

• Expresses expectation that changed climate after the negative votes in the referenda in 
France and the Netherlands, increased euro-scepticism and reticence towards enlargement 
will not influence Bulgaria's timetable of accession to the Union - the 1st of January 2007. 
Stresses that the country should not endure negative consequences because of issues 
which are beyond its control. Stresses that it is part of the current fifth enlargement.  

• Would not object to an eventual renegotiation of the Treaty Establishing a Constitution for 
Europe, possibly in view of separating its political and more technical provisions, eventually 
by splitting the document in two parts. Suggests the political part could be short and be 
approved by referenda, with the other part to be ratified by the national parliaments of the 
member-states.  

• Stresses that in legal terms the Constitution and the Accession Treaty are not interlinked. 
No connection between the entry in force of the Constitution and accession. The Accession 
treaty includes provisions, allowing Bulgaria to join the Union by acceding either to the 
Constitution, or to the treaties currently in force.  

 
3. Bulgarian perceptions and positions with regard to CFSP/ESDP issues in 2005 
3.1 Perception of the development of CFSP. EU Enlargement impact on CFSP/ESDP 

• Perception of success, of and positive development and strengthening of the CFSP and 
ESDP in 2005, despite general uncertainty about further development of integration in the 
EU (problems with the ratification of the Constitution; next financial framework, starting 
accession talks with Turkey, uncertainty about pace of future enlargement)  

• EU Enlargement is perceived as beneficial for CFSP/ESDP, bringing it in direct contact with 
regions of traditional Bulgarian interest, as helping improve EU-US relations.  



3.2 Positions on the EU role in crisis management 

• Supports EU role in crisis management. Stresses complementarity with NATO and the 
need to avoid duplication. Welcomes arrangements for closer consultation and cooperation 
between EU and NATO,  

• Participates in EU operations, for now mainly in the region of South Eastern Europe - the 
EU Police Mission and operation "Altea" in Bosnia. Was present in "Concordia" and 
welcomes "Proxima" in Macedonia; believes EU involvement is key in Kosovo, where it is 
present under the UN auspices.  

3.3 Positions on the European Security Strategy (ESS) as an instrument for enhancing 
coherence in the EU’s security policy. 

• Welcomed the European Security Strategy adopted in December 2003. Assessment of the 
ISS as a well-thought, politically important and practically very useful document, which has 
already contributed to improving CFSP and making it more efficient.  

• Assessment is that the European Security Strategy defines well the risks and challenges 
facing European security and makes good suggestions how to tackle them.  

• Not highlighting issues of particular importance in the context of ESS. In general, stressing 
the importance to combat the threats of terrorism, organised crime, regional conflicts.  

3.4 Positions on the European Neighbourhood Policy and its implications; 

• Supports the European Neighbourhood policy. Shares and stresses in particular the ENP 
goal to create a stable, secure and prosperous area in Europe and to avoid the creation of 
new dividing lines between the EU and its new neighbours, especially to the East, but also 
to the South.  

• Stresses the importance of shared values and mutually agreed common goals as the basis 
of deepening relations with EU neighbours and welcomes the elements of flexibility and 
differentiation in the ENP approach.  

• Intends to play an active role in ENP, as an acceding candidate and as member. Focus on 
the Black Sea region. Highlights that has specific expertise in the area. Has signed 
agreements on cooperation in the area of European and Euro-Atlantic integration with 
Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan and the Ukraine.  

3.5 Position on the creation of battle groups and their role for ESDP. 

• Welcomes the adoption of the Headline goal 2010. Builds on the Helsinki Headline Goal 
2003, while taking into account lessons learned form recent EU missions.  

• Welcomes the decision to establish Battle 



4. The Constitutional Treaty and its future – perceptions concerning ‘plans B’ 
4.1 Official positions on the Constitutional Treaty provisions on CFSP/ESDP and external 
relations 

• Has supported and ratified the Constitution.  

• Supports all its provisions concerning CFSP / ESDP. Supports the creation of the post of a 
double-hated Foreign Minister and the establishment of an EU External Action Service 
irrespective of the entry in force of the Constitution.  

•



• Did not express a position on the establishment of a full-fledged operational EU 
headquarters.  

• Supports the European Defence Agency. An effective instrument to consolidate the 
European technological and industrial basis of a credible ESDP. Expresses strong interest 
to be progressively associated in all of the agency's activities. We are currently identifying 
national priority areas for an effective future input in the research & technology field and in 
concrete industrial projects for developing specific European capabilities. We follow closely 
the achievements and ambitions of the EDA for the next year.  

4.2.6 On permanent structured cooperation even without the Constitutional Treaty 

• Has not expressed a position. Supported Permanent Structured Cooperation in the IGC 
(see 4.1 above), stressing preference to keep it open for member - states that fulfil the 
criteria for participation.  

4.2.7 On the creation of core groups inside or outside the EU in CFSP/ESDP if the Constitutional 
Treaty failed 

• Has not expressed a position. In the Convention and the IGC opposed the ideas for core 
groups, especially outside the framework of the treaties.  

 


