
W i g h t ' s  s u b s e q u e n t  c a r e e r  m a y  b e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  

d i s t i n c t  p h a s e s .  B e t w e e n  1 9 3 5  a n d  1 9 4 9 ,  b y  w h i c h  t i m e  

he was thirty - six years old, he engaged in a variety of 
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accepted, provided that he left the teaching profession.



3 
 

3 | P a g e  
 

 
In 1956-57 Wight took a sabbatical year from the LSE, serving as a visiting scholar at 
the University of Chicago and standing in for the absent Hans Morgenthau. Wight took 
this opportunity to develop and to present the drafts of the work on international theory 
for which he is perhaps today best known: his lectures on the 'three traditions' of 
realism, rationalism and revolutionism.[28] 
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Since the early 1990s, however, these works have been overshadowed by Wight's earlier 
writings, especially by his Chicago/LSE lectures on international theory. Indeed, one of 
the most significant moments in the recent history of the field came with the publication, 
in 1991, of International Theory: The Three Traditions.[39] The book might easily have 
been dismissed as a historical curiosity if not for the sympathy of Wight's former 
students and the enthusiasm of a new generation of theorists eager to distance 
themselves from American thought. Instead, it reinvigorated the 'English school' and 
remains, for better or worse, a touchstone for those working within that tradition. In 
2005, a later series of lectures, Four Seminal Thinkers, were published, the eponymous 
thinkers being Machiavelli, Grotius, Kant and Mazzini. The impact of this elegant volume 
is yet to be determined.[40] 

Martin Wight: A Biographical Overview of his Life and Work by Ian Hall, School of History 
and Politics, University of Adelaide. 
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