Childexpertswarn of internet risksfacingvery youngchildren

Cleamarentalguidelinesare necessaryo protect veryyoungchildrenfrom the risksof internet use
astoddlersand pre schoolagedchildrengaingreateraccesdo tabletsand smartphonesaccording
to anewreport releasedoy EUKidsOnlinetoday.

Thereport, preparedat the LondonSchoolbf Economicand PoliticalSciencerecommendsa
numberof measurego ensurechildrenundereightyearsof agecanusethe internet safely.

Thesencludethe developmentof internet safetyeducationpackagedor parents,carersand
childcarecentres,andthe integrationof default privacyprotectionson smartphonestabletsand
other mobiledevices.

“Zeroto eight— Youngchildrenandtheir internet use” reviewsa rangeof recentstudiesshowing
that childrenacrossEuropeare goingonline at ayoungerandyoungerage,and arguesthat their
lackof technicalcriticaland socialskillsmay posea greaterrisk than for older children.

“EUKIidsOnlinehasspentsevenyearsinvestigatingd .6 yearolds’ engagementvith the internet,
focusingon the benefitsandrisksof children’sinternet use.Thereis now a criticalneedfor

information aboutthe online behaviourof 0 8 yearoldsdueto the emergingtrend of veryyoung
childrenusinginternet connecteddevices,’accordingo “It hasnot beenestablishedhat childrenunder

nine yearsof agehavethe capacityto engagewith
theinternetinasafe  caseinvolvingyoungchildrenaccessingocialsitesintended

for teenagers
andadults,suchasFacebookand YouTube.”

Thereport recommendgyreatertransparencyegardinghow dataare collected,collated,usedand
sharedviachildren’sapps,andthe provisionof opt put choicesfor parentsand children.

It alsocallsfor areviewof userconsentpoliciesandthe responsibilitieof online serviceprovidersto
removeriskyinformationinadvertentlypostedby childrenand/or their parents.

Forthe full report, visit:
http:/www.Ise.ac.uk/media@Iseksearch/EUKidsOnline/EU%2@49620111/PDFs/Zero_to_eight.pdf

Formoreinformation pleasecontactDr LeslieHaddon(l.g.haddon@lse.ac.uky CandyGibson LSE
Presffice,02078494624,c.gibson@lse.ac.uk







