
lex, it can be difficult to ask about them in surveys or 

interviews. 

Common practice 

A consensus has developed that three main kinds of mediation are practised: 

 A rule of thumb would be to take parent and child estimates as specifying the likely upper and lower bounds 
of parental mediation. If only parents, or only children, are asked, the interpretation of the data must 
recognize that the source questioned is likely to under- or over-estimate actual practice. 

Examples of studies asking about parental mediation 



When I am on the internet at home, my parents use filters to block sites they do not want me to go 
to 

When I am on the internet at home, my parents check to see which sites I have visited 

It isn’t easy to ask about parental control tools, as neither parents nor children may be clear about what 
exactly these are. The 2005 National Center for Missing and Exploited Children Survey (Finkelhor, 2006) 
asked children this way: ‘Is there any software on this computer that


