
FAQ 26: How can I measure children’s socio-economic 
background? 

What’s the issue?  

The socio-economic and socio-ecological backgrounds of children and their families are very complex: they are 

constituted by an interaction of the different aspects and settings of families’ daily lives (e.g. neighbourhood, 

family styles such as single-parent families, interrelation between family members, family income, and so on) 

(Paus-Hasebrink & Bichler 2008). 

It is clear that children’s access to, and use of, the internet and online technologies differs according to their 

socio-economic status (SES). Yet this is difficult to measure and, as so often, varies by country, academic 

discipline, and research method (especially whether interviewing parents or children). Since inequalities are 

crucial to internet research, it is important that researchers undertake this task and do not omit measuring SES in 

their research design. 

Common practice 

Several approaches are possible: 

 



In the UK, market researchers ask a standard series of questions in order to classify people thus: A – 

Upper middle class (Higher managerial administrative or professional occupations, top level civil 
servants), B – Middle class (Intermediate managerial administrative or professional people, senior officers 

in local government and civil service), C1 – Lower middle class (Supervisory or clerical and junior 

managerial administrative or professional occupations), C2 – Skilled working class (Skilled manual 
workers), D – Working class (Semi and unskilled manual workers), E – Those at lowest levels of 

subsistence (all those entirely dependent on the state: long term, casual workers, those without regular 

income). SES is strongly correlated with measures of parental occupation, education and income. In the 
UK Children Go Online research, parents were asked these questions when recruiting children. (Sonia 

Livingstone, UK) 
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