
FAQ 39: How do I report my qualitative data? 

What’s the issue? 

In the end there is not all that much difference between reporting quantitative and qualitative data – the main 
issue is to present the findings of a study in such a way that those who wish to use them can understand what 

has been done and what the results are. 

Common practice 

Qualitative data analysis is often constructed around themes, and so is the reporting. To support the analysis it is 
common to include direct quotes from, for example, interviews. 
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vivid, striking, noticeable examples but which do not necessarily represent the typicality of the phenomenon being 

examined. Practical limitations may also result in the presentation of de-contextualized, fragmented data, rather 
than an integral part of the presentation (Livingstone & Lemish, 2001). 

Finally, invite your readers to critically judge your work 




