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INTRODUCTION 

 

While the (secular progressive) brigades clamor for legalized drugs, unfet
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offered via entertainment outlets are qualitatively distinct from those provided 

through news” (2005: 438, emphasis mine). According to Williams and Delli Carpini, 

“the political relevance of a cartoon character like Lisa Simpson1 is as important as 

the professional norms of Dan Rather, Tom Brokaw, or Peter Jennings” (2002: B15). 

Thus
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discourses (Butler, 2002, 350
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about an important topic area” (1987:14). At first glance, Fi
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same author and those by other authors, originating and functioning as part of a 

social dialogue” (Voloshinov, 1986: 95). Thus, television texts, using genre and other 

conventions draw upon previous texts to convey meaning. Bakhtin’s dialogism also 

supports Hall’s concept of the polysemic nature of television messages, and provides 

theoretical ground for the study of parody and satire. John Frow helps take the 

notion of dialogism to another level of “intertextuality” (1990). According to Meinhof 

and Smith, Frow’s essay “Intertextuality and ontology” “replaces the su5 645 0 Tm (e) Tj 45 0 0 4 45 0 0 423 (c) Tj 45 0 0 4545 % 0 0mnc
e
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Satire as discourse 

Now that I have established a broader theoretical background for my study, I will 

now n s n
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humor. According to this theory, a comic text requires three segments: “setup, 

incongruity (or script opposition), and r
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the conflict by reaching a synthesis, which marks the third stage of the 

dialectic triad (317) (Simpson, 2003: 89). 

For example, when Colbert claims to stand behind President George W. Bush, 
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Show) (2005: 443-448). The Colbert Report would fall into the “traditional satire” 

section of Holbert’s typology, as its political content is primary while the satirical 

delivery makes the political messages more implicit than explicit. Holbert comments, 

“One underdeveloped line of research is the analysis of political satire. This is 

unfortunate given that political satire is prevalent within the medium of television…” 

(2005: 441). The article astutely points out that not all entertainment television 

delivers the same forms of political discourse, and his schema does clarify what could 

be a murky research terrain. However, his analysis stems from an “audience studies” 

perspective and his citations of previous research tend to focus on media 

effects/cultivation theory (see Young, 2004 and Moy et al., 2005) rather than a 

discursive approach 
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Statement of Research Question 

Simpson claims, “no devolved, comprehensive theoretical framework for the study of 

satirical discourse has yet emerged from the scholarly literature” (2003: 45). Thus, 

my research will be venturing into uncharted theoretical waters. While I would not 

presume to create a “comprehensive theoretical framework for the study of satirical 

discourse” within the modest context of a master’s dissertation, I will attempt to 

employ the framework suggested by Simpson. In doing so, I aim to contribute to a 

burgeoning field of “infotainment” research. As the lines of  0 0 45 45
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METHODOLOGY 

Because I am interested in the qualitative content of the messages within television 

texts, I will approach my research from a discourse analysis perspective. Following 

the example of Niven et al, content analysis could have been used to examine the 

satirized objects of attack within The Colbert Report, but such an approach would 

have omitted an examination of the rhetorical and discursive devices Colbert uses to 

construct his texts. Future research examining audience reception of The Colbert 

Report might employ questionnaires or qualitative interviewing. For example, it could 

be quite interesting to compare the satirical uptake of a diverse range of audience 

members. Do liberally minded youth interpret Colbert’s satire differently than 

women, senior citizens, or minority viewers? I suspect so. However, the scope of this 

dissertation is not broad enough to conduct a detai
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analysis based on the assumption that “common semiotic principles operate in and 

across different modes” (2001: 2). To accome

2 Tj 45
0
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challenge repressive discourse practices of powerful interested groups, or to 

challenge the hegemonic authority of political institutions and organisations 

(Simps
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RESULTS AND INTERPRETATION 

In my research, I set out two answer two major questions: “How does Stephen 

Colbert create political discourse within The Colbert Report?” and “What does it 

mean to be a member of the Colbert Nation?” While my 0 Tm (y) Tj 45
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two parties to an image of Jesus on a field of red and an image of Osama Bin Laden 

on a field of blue. 

 

Figure 3 

Colbert similarly prepares an election night cake in the event the Democrats win. In 

elaborate frosting, it shows the image of a bearded man with a turban holding a 

lighted bomb above the words, “Congratulations, Terrorists!” (See Appendix F, page 

65.) This comparison is so outlandish;st  s eTm s  T h;  T dc Tj 45 0 0 
5 1016 0 Tm (a) Tj 45 0 0 45 5121 0 Tm (g) Tj 45 0 0 45 1346 0 Tm 
nias     t 
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using the word. The only terrorists whom Israel acknowledges are those who 

oppose Israel. The only terrorists the United States acknowledges are those 

who oppose the United States or their allies (Fisk, 1990: 441).  

In other words, “terrorism” has become a label for those who violently oppose the 

figures and instituti
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The implication seems to be that the United States is perfect as it is, and those who 

want to change America are anti-American. Despite O’Reilly’s claims to the contrary, 
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“Better Know a District” (and a congressperson) 

While a straightforward reading of Colbert’s discourse would imply the “othering” and 

vilification of liberals/democrats, studio audience response and a satirical analysis 

reveals the contrary. While the Colbert character clearly wants the Republicans to 

win the election, he never  re W n /C155
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What is the Colbert Nation? 

Within the discourse of the show, the term “Colbert Nation” is brandished about, but 

never fully defined. During the end credits of the November 6, 2004 episode 

(Appendix E, page 63), Colbert promotes the colbertnation.com website. He says, 

“Folks, I’m here to salute the heroes over at colbertnation.com, the number one 

Colbert fan site. You folks at colbertnation.com have made me a labor of love…” 

Thus, the Colbert Nation is constructed as a community of überfans. Those who 

contribute to the site are deemed “heroes” worthy of Colch nc
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0uT3m ((h)   
30 0 0 45 1131519 (h)  T T55 8745 364
055015 
65 0 
30 8845 45 94 52m ((h)  nT55 9 0 45 113 162 Tm (o) 45529 45 364
0 343 Tm (oTj 4569445 
69 0 148
49
Tj ,j 119 0 45 894 219  w) Tj4553 9845 
69 0  11m (o) Tx 20 0009 45 113 992  w) Tj4553 00245 465 0T78m ((h)   455
1054 45 76f
797  
65 0 
30210915 465 0T78m ((h)   455 0 465 45 94 60.249
Tj ,j 112  4 45 113 128m (s) Tj 28511565 45 945406  (s) Tj 45
11815 465 01519 (h)  T T55  2 0 0 s 0  992  w) Tj4553 02265 45 94vT5m ((h)   455234445 45 94i7545 
65
 wT95 12545 45 9452435 
65
  455
1284 45 113w91Tm (o) Tj8 Tj0 475 45 945406  (s) Tj 45510 45 465 0rT5m ((h)   45521358 45 113 128m (s) Tj 285137
 45 894 992  w) Tj4553
  q
 45 894T78m ((h)   455 04 0 45 113 148
49
Tj ,j 112430 45 113 711m (o) Tx 20 0457 45 894 219  w) Tj4553 14845 169 0 52m ((h)  nT55
150
 45 894
797  
65 0 
30215465 45 945406  (s) Tj 4551570 45 113 10.249
Tj ,j 112584 45 113 992  w) Tj4553 16045 169 0 52m ((h)  nT55
10 45 765 0587m (s) Tj4553 1640 0 s 0  992   90.
6 578.2 cm BT  5 0 0 
 /C cs  m /F1.0 1 Tf (c) Tj 45 0 
 45 4 578Tm 
w) Tj  q 045 651 0 T
 ( 1 Tj 4c28517 0 45 113 148
49
Tj ,j 11245 
69 0h65m (s) TjTj 1140
 
69 0  T9  w) T ,j 1164 45 113 992  w) Tj4553 7
 45 894U343 Tm (oTj 456109 45 894 TTTm (o) Tj 45510 5 45 94i7545 
65
 wT95 1445 
69 0 10.249
Tj ,j 11260 45 113  T9  w) T ,j 1118551  1621519 (h)  T T55 209 45 12c 69Tm (h)
T 
30 220 45 11jS78m ((h)   4552209 45 11j 148
49
)  s03  264 45 113T78m ((h)   4552289 45 11j 148
49
Tj ,j 113045 169
45406  (s) Tj 455328 45 113 128m (s) Tj 285349 45 113 992  w) Tj4553
364 45 76fT78m ((h)   4552380 45 113 128m (s) Tj 28530 45 9ch) T3m ((h)   
30 4 0 45 113T78m ((h)   4552440 0 s 0  992  w) Tj4553 4615 45 94w91Tm (o) Tj8 Tj494 45 113 219  w) Tj4553 w20 45 113o343 Tm (oTj 4565445 
69 05 59
((h)  b45525545 
69 0  T9  w) T ,j 115 45 465 0.T5m ((h)   4552793 0 s 0  992   90.
6 578.2 cm BT  5 0 0 0 /C cs  m /
1.0 1 Tf (c) Tj 45 0 
 45 4 578Tm 
235 0 0 q 045 651 0 T  ( 1 Tj 4c2
517 0 45 113 992   90.
6 578.2 cm BT  5 0 0 0 /C cs  m /F1.0 1 Tf 
c) Tj 45 0 
 45 4 578Tm 
w) Tj  55.40 45 651 0 Tm ( 1 Tj 4c28517 0
45 113P78m ((h)   4552245 
69 0  T9  w) T ,j 11445 765 0587m (s) T
 
30 65 45 113 219  w) Tj4553 915 465 0T78m ((h)   455 0 5 45 113p711m (o) Tx 20 040 45 113 128m (s) Tj 2851615 465 0 992  w) Tj4553 180
 
69 0 148
49
Tj ,j 11296 45 113 219  w) Tj4553 2215 
69 0  T9  w))  s03  2445 
69 0 69Tm (h)
T 
30 264 45 113 2Tm ( ) To
748 2865 169
45 59
((h)  b45522965 45 945406  (s) Tj 455320 45 113T78m ((h)   455
3445 
69 0587m (s) Tj4553 3615 
69 0  T9  w))   45523845 
69 0sT3m ((h)   
30 4045 
69 0 148
49
Tj ,j 114215 465 0 992  w) Tj4553 440 4
 1621519 (h)  T T55 4645 
69 0  T9  w) T ,j 11440 45 113f343 Tm (oTj 45650 5 45 94i7545 
65
 wT95 5 5 45 113 TTTm (o) Tj 455540 45 113iT5m ((h)   4552750 45 894 148
49
Tj ,j 115665 45 94i7545 
65
 wT95 577
 169 0 52m ((h)  nT5564 2 45 113 TTTm (o) Tj 455620 45 113 75m (s))  s03  040 45 113 52m ((h)  nT556472 45 894f519 (h)  T T55 6865 169
4 992  w) Tj4553 7045 
69 0 148
49
Tj ,j 117215 465 0 219  w) Tj4553
7465 45 945406  (s) Tj 4557715 465 0 992  w) Tj4553 740 45 113CT3m ((h)   
30 0185 45 94 52m ((h)  nT556842 45 8945 59
((h)  b4552854 4
 113 343 Tm (o b45528785 45 945406  (s) Tj 4559 2 45 113587m (s) T
 
30 919 45 11j 148
49
Tj ,j 11934 45 113 992  w) Tj4553 954 45 113Na 11m (o) Tx 20 0009 45 113 148
49
Tj ,j 11202 5 45 94i7545 
65
 wT95
10355 45 94 52m ((h)  nT5561059 45 894 TTTm (o) Tj 45510845 
69 0 711m (o) Tx 20 0104 45 113 2Tm ( ) To
748 11265 45 94 52m ((h)  nT55
11 0 45 113
797  
65 0 
30211885 45 945406  (s) Tj 4551213 0 s 0  60.249
Tj ,j 112233 0 s 0  992  9
Tj ,j 112254 45 76ff52m ((h)  nT55
1260 45 113587m (s) Tj4553 1284 45 113 52m ((h)  nT5561309 45 113mT5m ((h)   45521340 45 113 75m (s))   455213665 45 94T78m ((h)   455
13915 465 0 992  w) Tj4553 14 0 45 113 2Tm ( ) To
748 1432 45 113 511m (o) Tx 20 0456 45 113
797  
65 0 
3021495 45 113
797  
65 0 
30
1533 0 s 0 5406  (s) Tj 4551557 45 894 TTTm (o) Tj 45515845 169 0 10.249
Tj ,j 11259
 45 894 992  w) Tj45535161
 45 894
797  
65 0 
30
10565 45 94T78m ((h)   45551680 45 1131519 (h)  T T55  7045 
69 0e10.249
Tj ,j 112730 45 894 992   90.
6 578.2 cm BT  5 0 0 0 /C cs  m
/F1.0 1 Tf (c) Tj 45 0 
 45 4 578Tm 
w) Tj  32.2 45 651 0 Tm ( 1 T
 4c28517 0 45 1131519 (h)  T T55 245 
69 0u7545 
65
 wT95 50 45 894rT5m ((h)   455260 45 113i7545 
65
 wT95 77 45 894 TTTm (o) Tj 455103
 169 0g87m (s) Tj4553 1285 465 0 992  w) Tj4553 1445 
69 0T78m ((h
   4555169 45 894 TTTm (o) Tj 455194 45 113 992  w) Tj4553 2115 465
3i7545 
65
 wT95 222 45 113 TTTm (o) Tj 455240 45 113 148
49
Tj ,j 1
262 45 1135406  (s) Tj 455280 45 113587m (s) Tj4553 3045 169 0vT3m ((h)   
30 3265 45 94i7545 
65
 wT95 3365 45 945406  (s) Tj 4553615 45 94w91Tm (o) Tj8 Tj394 45 113 992  w) Tj4553 412 45 113w91Tm (o) 
4553 4455 45 94i7545 
65
 wT95 4545 
69 0 148
49
Tj ,j 114715 465 0 25m ((h)   4552490 0 s 0  992  w) Tj4553 513 0 s 0 MTTTm (o) Tj 455548
 45 94T78m ((h)   4555572 45 113587m (s) T  4555589 45 11jk75m (s))  s03  0115 465 0 992  w) Tj4553 629 45 11jH992  w) Tj4553 659 45 8
4T78m ((h)   45556845 169 05 59
((h)  b4552694 45 113p219  w) Tj4553
719 45 11j5406  (s) Tj 455743 45 113587m (s) T  4555760 45 113iT3m ((h)   
30 770 45 113 TTTm (o) Tj 455795 45 113,343 Tm (o b4552809 4
65 0 992  w) Tj4553 8265 45 94p992  w) Tj4553 852 45 113 51Tm (o) 
4553 8765 169 05 59
((h)  b4552880 45 113i7545 
65
 wT95 890 45 113 15m ((h)   4552913 0 s 0 i7545 
65
 wT95 923 0 s 0  2Tm ( ) To
748 944
 45 94T78m ((h)   45559685 169 05 59
((h)  b45529785 465 0 992  w))  s03  995 45 1131519 (h)  T T55  0215 465 0i7545 
65
 wT95 10315 45 94587m (s) Tj4553 1040 45 1135406  (s) Tj 45510715 465 0c992  w))  s03  10945 169 0 197  
65 0 
30211085 45 94 52m ((h)  nT55611335 45 94587m (s) Tj4553 11445 765 0 992  w) Tj4553 11665 45 94 52m ((h)  s03  11915 465 0f519 (h)  T T55 12045 
69 0 992  9
Tj ,j 112222 445 94AB992  9
Tj ,j 112277 45 894C52m ((h)  nT5561304 45 113 992  w))  s03  13215 465 0N5406  (s) Tj 45513765 169 0w992   90.
6 578.2 cm BT 
5 0 0 0 /C cs  m /F1.0 1 Tf (c) Tj 45 0 
 45 4 578Tm 
428.32  32.2
45 651 0 Tm ( 1 T  4c28517 0 45 113s406  (s) Tj 45520 45 113 992  w))  s03  385 45 94(87m (s) T  4555545 
69 0Ap992  w) Tj4553 1085 45 
4p992  w) Tj4553 133 0 s 0 5406  (s) Tj 455157 45 894 TTTm (o) Tj 45
1845 169 01519 (h)  T T55 2085 45 94i7545 
65
 wT95 219 45 11jxT3m ((h)   
30 2415 465 0 992  w) Tj4553 2585 45 94D406  (s) Tj 455289 4
65 0)87m (s) Tj4553 3065 169 0.87m (s) Tj4553 3215 465 0 992   90.
6 578.2 cm BT  5 0 0 0 /C cs  m /F1.0 1 Tf (c) Tj 45 0 
 45 4 578Tm 
w) Tj  08.68545 651 0 Tm ( 1 T  4c28517 0 45 113H992  w) Tj4553 30
 45 94T78m ((h)   455554 45 1135 59
((h)  b4552645 
69 0p992  w) T
 
30 90 45 1135406  (s) Tj 455114 45 113587m (s) Tj4553 1315 465 0i711m (o) Tx 20 0415 465 0 TTTm (o) Tj 455160 45 113 75m (s))   4552200
 45 94s406  (s) Tj 455220 45 113 197  
65 0 
3022355 45 94T78m ((h
   4555260 45 113 197  
65 0 
302275 45 1135406  (s) Tj 455299 45 8
4s406  (s) Tj 455319 45 11j,343 Tm (o b4552333 0 s 0  992  9
Tj ,j 1
360 45 113“343 Tm (o b45523845 
69 0T992  w) Tj4553 412 45 113 25m ((h)   4552430 45 1135406  (s) Tj 4554615 465 0 992  w) Tj4553 495
 45 94L992  w) Tj4553 510 45 1135406  (s) Tj 455542 45 113f78m ((h
   45555565 45 94 197  
65 0 
3025715 465 0 992  w) Tj4553 6045 
69
3 292  w) Tj4553 630 45 894T78m ((h)   4555654 45 113 148
49
Tj ,j 1
669 45 11j5406  (s) Tj 455694 45 113s406  (s) Tj 455714 45 113 992 ((h)   
30 740 45 113 148
49
Tj ,j 15763 0 s 0  292  w) Tj4553 788 4
65 05406  (s) Tj 455812 45 113 992  w) Tj4553 846 45 113
797  
65 
4553 884 45 11j5406  (s) Tj 4559085 45 941519 (h)  T T55 933 0 s 0 i75m ((h)   4552944 45 11jT78m ((h)   45559685 169 0.87m (s) Tj4553 982
 
69 0 992  9
Tj ,j 112016 45 113T992  w) Tj4553 1042 0 s 0  292  w))  s03  1060 45 1135406  (s) Tj 4551092 0 s 0 y406  (s) Tj 4551114 4
65 0 992  w) Tj4553 1148 0 s 0  292  w) Tj4553 12735 45 94T78m ((h
   45551190 45 113 148
49
Tj ,j 151212 45 1135406  (s) Tj 4551230 4
65 0 992  w) Tj4553 1270 45 113AB992  9
Tj ,j 1123245 
69 0C78m ((h
   45551352 45 113.87m (s) Tj4553 1360 0 s 0  992  w) Tj4553 1399 4
65 0T992  w) Tj4553 14265 45 94 292  w) Tj4553 1451 45 1135406  (s
   455514765 169 0y406  (s) Tj 45514985 465 0 992  w) Tj4553 1532 445 94 292  w) Tj4553 1557 45 894T78m ((h)   45551581 45 113t406  (s
   455515965 45 945406  (s) Tj 4551620 45 113 992   90.
6 578.2 cm BT 
5 0 0 0 /C cs  m /F1.0 1 Tf (c) Tj 45 0 
 45 4 578Tm 
487.12  08.68
45 651 0 Tm11.25 (s) Tj c28515 0 45 113T992  w) Tj11.25 (s)265 45 
3 292  w) Tj11.25 (s)52 45 1135406  (s) T11.25 (s)76 45 113 992   9
.
6 578.2 cm BT  5 0 0 0 /C cs  m /F1.0 1 Tf (c) Tj 45 0 
 45 4 578Tm 
w) Tj 285.4 45 651 0 Tm11.25 (s) Tj c28515 0 45 113W406  (s) T11.25
53 41 45 894T78m ((h)  11.25 (s)645 
69 0s78m ((h)  11.25 (s)845 
69
3 292  w) Tj11.25 (s)111 0 s 0 i792  w) Tj11.25 (s)1215 465 0 TTTm
w) Tj11.25 (s)140 45 113g792  w) Tj11.25 (s)172 45 113t406  (s) T11.25
53 1885 45 94 52m ((h)  11.25 (s)213 0 s 0 n52m ((h)  11.25 (s)238
 
69 0 992  9
Tj 11.25 (s)254 45 113P992  9
Tj 11.25 (s)2795 45 94 5
2  9
Tj 11.25 (s)304 45 113s78m ((h)  11.25 (s)324 45 113 148
49
Tj
11.25 (s)3395 45 94.78m ((h)  11.25 (s)353 0 s 0  992   90.
6 578.
 cm BT  5 0 0 0 /C cs  m /F1.0 1 Tf (c) Tj 45 0 
 45 4 578Tm )178 cs
285.4 45 651 0 Tm ( 1 T  4c28517 0 45 1135 0 
3025715 465 0 992   992  w) Tj4553 1148 0m ((h)   (s) Tj 45513765 14451 0 Tm11
20553 30553 30
 45 94T75715 465 0 992   992  w))  (s) Tj (s) Tj 0 992   992  w)) 290 45 1135m (s))   4 992   992  w) Tj45 992   151620 45 113 990sw42515 465 0i7245520 45 4 292  w) Tj4553269685 16994T78m ((h
   455542 0 s 0  292  w))  s03 3045 113g7
2  9
Tj (s) Tj 42788 4
65 05406  (s) Tj 4345520 45 0 992  w) Tj4553 3060 45 
3AB992  9 Tj4553 45299 45 8
4s406  (s) Tj 443 45 94.78m ((h)  11.25
 (s)76 45 113 992   9
.
6 578.2 cm BT  5 0 0 0 /C cs  m /F1.0 1  (s6c) Tj 45 0 
 45 4 578m 
487.12  08.68
45 651 0 Tm11.25 (s) Tj c28515 0 
113 990sw42515 461.25 (s)265 45 
3 292  w) Tj11.25 (s)52 45 113540  9
Tj 11.25 (s)27060 45 1111.25 (s) Tj c285 465 48 0 s 0  292  w 11.25 (s)321532 445 9
2  9
Tj 11.25 (s)30f ( 113 990sw42515 46.25 (s)3
209085 45 94  (s) T11.25
53 188545 113s72m ((h)  11.25 (s)213 275 45 1TTm
w) Tj11.25 (s)1426630 45 894T78m ((h).25 (s)14280 992   o2  w) Tj11.25 (s)123055 113s72m ((h)  11.25 (s)213 0 992   2m ((h)  11.25 () Tj35812 45 192  9
Tj 11.25 (s)253 45 113g706  (s) T11.25
53 1839660 45 113 75m (s)).25
53 1841542 45 113f78m (s) Tj 4551620 45 113 992
  9
.
6 578.2 cm BT  5 0 0 0 /C cs  m /F1.0 1  3f (4 Tj 45 0 
 45 4 (s) Tj 78 cs
285.4 45 651 0C78m ((h
   45554 992   2m ((h)  11o b4550 992   I4s406  (s) Tj 44830 45 894T78m ((h)Tj4553  3 0 s 0  53s406  (s) Tj 45  3 0 s 1j5406  (s) Tj 49319 45 11j,343 Tm (o b4  1075 45 14T78m ((h
   455514 992   0T992  w) Tj4553 1654 45 113 148
49
Tj ,j
1148 0 s 01j,343 Tm (o b4  90 992   o2  w92   151620 455 113s72m ((6  (s) Tj 424054 45 113 148
49
Tj ,j426630 45 81j,343 Tm (o b4 280 9
 16994T78m ((h
   4559s) Tj 0 992   992  w)) 232 
69
3 292  w) Tj1
 Tj 4342  113s72m ((h)  11 Tj 435 465 0 TTTm
w) Tj11 Tj 438788 4
65 05 992   15162039830 45 894T78m ((h)Tj455414 992   0T992  w) Tj4553439
20 45 4 292  w) Tj455343  3 0 s 94T78m ((h)Tj4554 45 113P9406  (s) T11.25 (s)76 45 113 992   9
.
6 578.2 cm BT  5 0 0 0 /C cs  m /F1.0 1 Tf (c) T61. 45 
 45 4 578Tm )178 cs
285.4 45 651 u4T78m ((h
   4555
 113s72m ((h)  11 Tj 45 
69
3 292  w) Tj11Tj4553 45 1135m (s))   4
 Tj 4781 45 113t406  (s
   45550054 45 11j5406  (s) Tj 41 0 s 0 i7 05 992   15162013830 45 894T78m ((h)Tj455154 992   0T992  w) Tj4553 79
20 45 13 148
49
Tj ,j42048 0 s 01j,343 Tm (o b4 2 0 s 0 i7AB992  9
Tj ,j 12445 113t406  (s) T11   455548 0 s 0lj,343 Tm (o b4 28375 45 1b 292  w))  s03 3045 113t4  292  w))  s03 3 48 0 s 0rm ((h)  11o b4551654 45 194T78m ((h)Tj45531 45 894T 05406  (s) Tj 438788 4
65Nam ((6  (s) Tj 443654 45 194T78m ((h)Tj455465 45 
3 92  w) Tj11Tj45543  3
13t406  (s) T11   45f (  113s72m ((h)  11 Tj 4515 45 
3 . (s))   4
 Tj 452745 894T 05406  (s) Tj 4544 992   E05406  (s) Tj 457054 45 1v135 0 
3025715 495 45 
3 292  w) Tj1Tj4553 745 894Tr92  w) Tj1Tj455334
20 45 y92  w) Tj1Tj4553(s) Tj 0 b 292  w))  s03 6845 113g706  (s) 
Tj ,j 170s) Tj 0 d  992  w) Tj455342  113s7y92  w) Tj1Tj455754 992 
T 05406  (s) Tj 47 45 113g792  w) Tj11 Tj 47 (  113s70T992  w) Tj455
819085 45 94  (s) T11 Tj 482 45 94 52m ((h)  11 Tj 481654 45 1km ((6  (s) Tj 4870 s 0 i71j5406  (s) Tj 489788 4
65 05406  (s) Tj 491075
 16994T78m ((h
   45925  113s70T992  w) Tj455 95054 45 113 148
49

 Tj 497630 45 81j,343 Tm (o b4 99788 4
65mt406  (s
   4555050 992 
13t406  (s
   4555054 992   d  992  w) Tj45510 45 113P994  (s) T11 s)1720845 113P94 292  w) Tj45531154 992   2m ((h)  11o b431131 992 
1d  992  w) Tj45511532 445 906  (s) T11   45190 45 1135e4  (s) T11 s)17220s) Tj 0 1j5406  (s) Tj 41 26 992   2m ((h)  11o b43124375 45 14 292  w) Tj4553126745 894T 05406  (s) Tj 41284 992   b4  (s) T11 s)1723105 113P94 292  w) Tj45531334 992   d  992  w) Tj455135075 45 1 05406  (s) Tj 413781 45 11j05406  (s) Tj 41390 992   o2  w92   15s)172414 992   b 292  w))  s03 14345 113P90C78m ((h
   4555454 992 
T0  3C78m ((h
   455547788 4
65 05406  (s) Tj 4 160 992   11.25 (s
Tj ,j 1151s) Tj 0 992   992  w)) 29545 45 
3 92  w) Tj11Tj4551565 4
j 0 1j5406  (s) Tj 4157788 4
65 05406  (s) Tj 4 560 992   i1.25 (s
Tj ,j 11600 992   mt406  (s
   45556345 113P9pt406  (s
   455566630
 s 0lj,343 Tm (o b4 1675 45 
3 92  w) Tj11Tj4551685 45 
3 e1.25 (s
Tj ,j 117045 113P91j5406  (s) Tj 417 0 992   2m ((h (s) Tj 4551620 45 
13 992   9
.
6 578.2 cm BT  5 0 0 0 /C cs  m /F1.0 1  f (c) T38.65 

45 4 578Tm )178 cs
285.4 45 651 94T78m ((h)Tj45515) Tj 0 992   992 
 Tj 44054 45 14 292  w) Tj45536630 45 894T78m ((h) Tj 4745 113P9405 992   15162010830 45 894T78m ((h)Tj45512 45 94 50T992  w) Tj4553 18
20 45 13 148
49
Tj ,j41148 0 s 0r92  w) Tj1Tj45518654 45 113 148
4
Tj ,j 12148 0 s 01j,343 Tm (o b4 245 45 
3 92  w) Tj11Tj455265 45 

91j5406  (s) Tj 427788 4
65 05406  (s) Tj 430054 45 14 292  w) Tj455
325  113s7 05406  (s) Tj 43548 0 s 0pt406  (s
   4553745 113P9o2  w) Tj11 Tj 44048 0 s 0lj,343 Tm (o b4 414 992   92  w) Tj11Tj45542475
 16994T78m ((h
   4544054 45 192  w) Tj11Tj45545054 45 1c92   992 
 Tj 4470 s 0 i74 292  w) Tj45534958 0 s 0lj,343 Tm (o b4 505  113s7 035 0 
3025715 434 992   d  992  w) Tj4555545 113P994  (s) T11 j455570
4 45 1v1  (s) T11 j455595 45 
3 92  w) Tj11Tj45560  3 0 s 1j5406  
Tj ,j 1629085 45 94  (s) T11 Tj 4634 992   06  (s) T11   4565075 45 12m ((h)  11 Tj 4684 992   2m ((h)  11o b437148 0 s 0w 292  w) Tj455
746085 45 94  (s) T11 Tj 47532 445 994T78m ((h) Tj 477788 4
65h2  w) Tj11 Tj 479830 45 894  (s) T11 Tj 480830 45 82m ((h)  11 Tj 483475
 1692m ((h)  11o b438645 113g792  w) Tj11 Tj 487(  113s70T992  w) 
 Tj 490  3 0 s 13 148
49
Tj ,j492745 894T 05406  (s) Tj 4955  113s7m035 0 
3025715 99  3 0 s 13 148
49
Tj ,j4101830 45 894T78m ((h)Tj4551033
20 45 4 292  w) Tj4553505745 894Tpt406  (s
   4555082  113s70T992  w
Tj ,j 1110830 45 806  (s) T11   4519 48 0 s 0rm ((h)  11o b45194075
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Theories of nationalism and patriotism 
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Colbert Nation mirrors America itself. People are divided by political views and what 

t
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CONCLUSION 

Before I summarize my research and findings, I must acknowledge that my research 

was far from perfect. My time at the London School of Economics has influenced my 

political views. I do believe the United State   dheI 24 Tj 45 0 0 45 124 0 Tm (c)cs 0 45 0 0 45 891 0 Tm (12) Tj 45 0j 45 345 530 0j23294Tj 45 0 0 45 11 0
45526 3oI
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process, media literate enough to recognize biased or unsubstantial news content, 

and an active participant in the democratic process. 

The Colbert Report and other contemporary political satire “entertainment” shows 

still hold fertile ground for future researchers. Those wishing to continue the 

discourse a
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Associates.   

Van Dijk, T. A. (1991). Racism and the Press. L
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to medium shot of Colbert, who points 
into camera like Uncle Sam. No caption. 

message. This, is the Colbert Report.  

0:40-
0:59 

Visual 

1. Audio 

Computer animated bald eagle flying through animated clouds and blue sky Regal sounding trumbRg9c q 0.24
6 ET
Q Q  Tm (m) T13 0 Tm (9c q 0 0 45 10j 49a) Tj 45225 0
0 45 661 0 Tm0(l) Tj 45 0 0 45 112 0 T6 (p) Tj 4f 0 0 45 172 0 T63(n) Tj 45 0 0 45 261 0 T64(l) Tj 4v 0 0 45 261 0 T664do
eb

o

elRgngo
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CGI eagle flies directly into the camera, talons bared, beak open. Eagle screams, guitars play 

a

Cepsp ace

e

r

g

o

lto sflpa

Clpu gs, u.

a

i agynua  

 
 Tj ET Q Q q 587.56 28.1 2.89.52 537.357 n /C 780.9670 0 sc q 0.24
0 0 0.24 434.92
466 2815 5.8 0.479 967-0.479 81q 0f966 2815 5.8 0.479 96
-0.479 81q 0f966 7615 5.8 41s 0 -0.479 81q 0f9100 s15 5.8 0.480003
-0.479 81q 0f9108 2815 5.8 616r 81-0.479 81q 0f9725.3615 5.8 0.479 8
-0.479 81q 0f9725.3615 5.8 0.479 87-0.479 81q 0f966 2815 5.32 0.479 96
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 45 0 073.9674 0 F2.0 1 Tf ( ) Tj ET Q Q q3587.56 28T(g) Tj 45 0 0 42378 0 Tm (t) Tj 45 0 0 45358 0 Tm
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1:37 Points with pen in right hand to 
empha
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as if his neck is broken. 
2:22 CUT to medium shot of Colbert at desk. 

He restrains a smug smile and holds his 
papers vertically, tapping the edges on 
the desk. Puts down pen on “now”, 
holds up fingers crossed on both hands 
on “Christmas hanging.”  Looks up and 
mouths “Please.” 

 Now, obviously, there’s going to be an appeals 
pr

pn

pspeP

r
erP v 

ep 5 45 448 0 Tm (s) T
10 11.25 4Cs1 cs 0
0
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3:34 Cut to 2D digital animation of full moon 
with silhouettes of Santa’s reindeer 
flying across it. ZOOM OUT to reveal a 
WWI style biplane approaching Santa’s 
sleigh from behind. 

Sleighbells, 
Santa’s voice, 
“Ho ho ho!” 
 
Airplane 
propeller 

  

3:39 CUT t 28.16 91.44 53e W n /Cs1 n /Cs1 cs 0 0 0 sc q s445 0 0
4948 504.8 91.44 -0 (h) Tj 45 0 0  (t 28.12369 0 45 1245 0 0 45a28.1236916134j 45 0 dm /F1.0 1 Tf (3) 2Cs1 cs 0 0 0 sc q s445 2) Tj 45 00 45 182 0 Tm (o)“

o
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girl walking towards desk from stage 
right. The girl covers her ears with her 
hands.  

5:08 CUT to view of Colbert’s desk from 
stage right. The children walk up to the 
desk.  

 To boy, Hi there, what’s your name? 
Boy, quietly, “John.” 
Girl, “I don’t want the balloons to pop.” 
To girl, What’s your name? 
Girl, “My name is Scarlett.” 
Scarlett, hi! Do you guys like balloons? 

 

5:18 CUT to close up (from stage left) of 
children. 

 John, “Yes.”  

5:19 CUT to long shot (from stage right) of 
children facing Colbert’s desk. 

 Oh, how would you feel if I told you, you 
couldn’t see any balloons tomorrow? 

 
 
Chuckle 

5:22 CUT to close up of children   Scarlett, 

 cccc
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Appendix B 

The Colbert Report, “The Word” Segment 
November 6, 2006 

 
Time 
Code 

Spoken Visual Audience Response 
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countries and two governments 
have formed” 

on left, black and grey photo of Maliki on 
the right, words “We are committed to the 
partnership our two great countries and 
two governments have formed…” – October 
27, 2006 come into focus from top to 
bottom 

7:33 “All this is great. It proves we’ve 
established an American-style 
democracy in Iraq. You agree 
with President Bush when you’re 
with him, but when you get back 
home to your v  o 
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9:08 “And that’s the Word. We’ll be 
right back.” 

“Happy Ending” 

 
Cheers and applause 
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Appendix C 

The Colbert Report,  
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states have different laws about how far from 
the poling stations these voters must stay. 

11:21 CUT to graphic within a large circle of a 
voting booth with red curtains and a blue 
“man” figure (like the symbol for male 
restrooms) entering the booth. A dotted 
line between the voter figure and another 
“man” figure outside the circle is labeled 
“600 Feet.”  

 In Louisiana, they must keep a distanj 45 0<11.25 450 Tm ( ) 0 Tm (j 44j 45 0 11.25 45 314 0 Tm ( ) (s) Tj 4511.25 45 80 0 Tm
(o)6(f) Tj 45f.25 45 351 0 Tm (e)6 Tj 45 0 11.25 45 97 0 Tm ( )7Tj 45 0 11.25
45 513 0 Tm (s) (b) Tj 
0 0 Tm /F4.0 1 Tf (i)74f) Tj 45x0 Tm /F4.0 1 Tf (i)76es

d
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presumably done to prevent people from 
voting with “beer goggles” on. And it makes 
sense; you don’t want to wake up in the 
morning next to some fat-ass bond 
proposition whose docket number you don’t 
even know. 

Laughter 
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14:21 CUT to Medium shot of both 
men at table. CUT to medium 
shot of Colbert at table. 

Um, you are ABC News’s political 
director, correct? 

With you so far  

14:26 Colbert gestures with hands 
for emphasis. CUT to medium 
shot of Halperin smiling.  

Okay, how many seats to the 
Republicans pick up tomorrow? 

  

14:32 CUT to over the shoulder shot 
of Colbert. He holds up both 
forefingers on “nobody.”  

I know everyone, everybody’s 
saying like “oh, the democrats pick 
up to 15, 20” everybody’s saying 
that. If you say that, nobody 
remembers this interview.  Say the 
Republicans do, and they do, this 
interview is history.  

  



 

 67 

15:04 CUT to medium shot of 
Halperin, then to medium shot 
of both men at table. Colbert 
physically recoils at Halperin’s 
suggestion. 

 How do you feel about Speaker 
Pelosi? 

 

15:08 CUT to medium s
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men at table. CUT to medium m 
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CUT to medium shot of smiling 
Halperin.  

matters, you gotta make people 
understand that.  

17:19 CUT to slow medium pan 
across both men at table.  

No, but what abouta  0 0 5 04,1H28.16 161.52 5372 109.72 rTm (t) Tj 45 0 276 74 0 Tm ( )
Tj ET Q Q 56 Tm (b) v ( )
Tj ET Q Q 545 1
24 0 0
045 0 0 0 0 05 0 5 04,1 /F1.01.16 cm B16145 149 0
Tm ( ) Tj 45 0 645 86 0 T Tm ( ) Tj 45 0 6645 373 0 Tm (t cs 0 0 0sc q 0.24 0 

0.24 276.76 466.16 cm BT 45 0 0 45 0 0 Tm /F1.  1 Tf (No) Tj45 0 0 45 26 0 Tm (l) Tj 45
0 0 45 36 0 Tm ( )
Tj ET Q Q 45
62 0 Tm (.) Tj 45 0 0 44 74 0 Tm ( )
Tj ET Q Q 545 247 0m (o) Tj 45 0 0 745 149 0tTm (b) Tj 45 0  0 5 04,1 0
045 0 0 0 0 00 45 141 0 Tm (s) Tj 45 0 0 0
 349 0
Tm (a) Tj 45 0 1 45 419 028.16 161.52 537145 109 0 Tm (u) TTj 45 0 045 114 0 H ( )
Tj ET Q Q 4 45 153 0 Tm ( )
Tj 45 0 0345 355 0 Tm ( ) Tj 45 0 255 109 0 Tm (u) Tj 45 0 02 45 403 0 Tm (t) Tj 45 0
285 109 0 hm (p) Trj 45 0 014 74 0 Tm ( )
Tj ET Q Q 335 109 0 rTm (t) Tj 45 0 0 45 419 0m ( )
Tj ET Q Q 375 109 0 Tm (u) Tj 45 0 0393 1
24 0 Tm (u) Tj 45 0 7.84 re W m ( )
Tj ET Q Q 4434 re W m ( )
Tj E ET Q Q66 74 0 Tf 726.52 504.3245 Tm (t) Tj 45 0 0 0 0 0 s506 74 0 Tm m (b) Tj 45 0 53 Tm (b) v ( )
Tj ET Q Q 545 83 0 T 0
045 0 0 0 0 05645 242 0 Tm (u) Tj 45 0 585 109 0 m ( )
Tj ET Q Q q14 74 0 Tnm (u) TTj 45 0 635 109 0 m (o) Tj 45 0 0 6q 109.72 m ( )
Tj ET Q Q q45 114 
Tj 45 0 0 0 0 0 s695 109 0  Tm (s) Tj 45 0 745
62 0 TfTm (t) Tj 45 0
7345 418 0 Tm (a cs 0 0 0sc q 0.24 0 0
0.24 276.76 466.16 cm BT 45 
 0 45 0 0 Tm /F1.  1 Tf (No) Tj39o) T 45 26 0 Tm (l) Tj 45
0 0 45 3
 0 Tm (r) Tj 45 0 0 45
62 0 TTm (u) Tj 45 0 0345 418 0 Tm (w) Tj 4t) T445 418 0 0
045 0 0 0 0 05   351 0 Tm (u) Tj 45 0 84 74 0 Tm ( )ts

 

wu  ub uua
 la cs 0 0 0460.6.24 0 0
0.2645276.76 466.16 cm BT 45 0 0 45 0 0 Tm /F1.  1 Tf465. 45j 45 0 0
45 
 0 Tm (l) Tj 45
0 0 45 36 0 T Tm (a cs 0 0 064c q 0.24
0 (No8 276.76
466.16 cm BT 45 0 0 45 0 0 Tm /F1.  1 Tf654o) Tj 45 0 0
45 54 0 Tm
l) Tj 45
0 0 45 36 0 T Tm (a cs 0 0 03 T.24
0 (80
Q Q276.76 466.16
cm BT 45 0 0 45 0 45245j77.645 .4799Q Q- .47998 466f0 45) Tj77.64542.48
- .47998 466f0 sc  Tf477.645 .4800 q - .47998 466f0 sc q 0477.6450 0.24
- .47998 466f0sc q Tf477.645 .480011 - .47998 466f0sc qq 0477.64500.24
- .47998 466f0460.125j77.645 .47998 - .47998 466f0460.60477.64500.264
- .47998 466f064c  Tf477.645 .47998 - .47998 466f064c q 0477.645(No8
- .47998 466f0726.24 477.645 .4800 0 - .47998 466f0 45245j77.25 .4799Q 
-39o76 466f0 sc  Tf477.25 .4800 q -39o76 466f0sc q Tf477.25 .480011
-39o76 466f0460.125j77.25 .47998 -39o76 466f064c  Tf477.25 .47998 -39o76
466f0726.24 477.25 .4800 0 -39o76 466f0 0 0645) T.24
0 42.48 276.76
466.16 cm BT 45 0 0 45 0 0 Tm /F1.  1 Tf72.0Tf425o76  45 26 0 Tm (l)
Tj 45
0 0 45 36 0 T1Tm ( ) Tj 45 0 255
232 07 45 0 0 0 0 0 s50 114 
T: (o) Tj 45 0 0 6q5
232 02 (o) Tj 45 0 0  45
232 04Tm (a cs 0 0 0645) 
.24
0 42.48 276.76 466.16 cm BT 45 0 0 45 0 0 Tm /F1.  1 Tf99. 45j25o760 45 26 0 Tm (l) Tj 45
0 0 45 36 0 T Tm (a cs 0 0 0 sc q 024 0 0
 0.24
276.76 466.16 cm BT 45 0 0 45 0 0 Tm /F1.  1 Tf114o) Tj25o76  45 2
 0 Tm (l) Tj 45
0 0 45 36 0 TCm (u) Tj 45 0 02 5
232 0UTm (w) Tj 4t) T5 5
232 0TTm (u) Tj 45 0 84 74 0 TTm (u) Tj 45 0 0945 418 0t ( )tsuu 

ust

 

 wu 















 

 77 

Damned Indians, see how the
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39:29 He points menacingly at the camera.  And you Republicans who turned your backs on 
the President are going to wander in the desert 
for the next two years. Literally. Someone’s 
going to have to replace those troops in Iraq. 

 
 
 
Laughter 

39:39 Continues to point at camera angrily. 
When he finishes speaking, he grabs 
papers from the desk and angrily throws 
them on the ground behind the desk. 

 And don’t think you’re off the hook, voters. 
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41:41 CUT to Stephen walking into studio. The 
camera follows him. He holds both arms 
over his head. He stops in front of the 
audience, and faces them. Medium shot 
of Colbert. He points at the audience with 
both hands, then, one hand.  
Points, looks into camera on “Goodnight, 
America.” 

  
 
 
 
 
Alright. You  people have one more chance. 
Don’t screw it up this time. Goodnight, 
everybody. Goodnight, America! 

Wild cheers 
and 
applause 

42:05 CUT to crane shot of audience. Many 
stand as they applaud. CUT to side view 
of C
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4:38 Rests chin in hand, sighs dreamily 

Sigh  

Laughs 

4:40 Says, “And that’s The Word.” 

Sigh 

Applause, 
cheers 

 
 



 

 84 

Appendix H 

The Colbert Report, November 9, 2006 
“The Word” (“Putin ‘08”
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5:57 And






