
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEDIA@LSE MSc Dissertation Series 
 
Compiled by Bart Cammaerts, Nick Anstead and Richard Stupart 
 
 
 
 
 
An Examination of American Mainstream Media 
Discourse of Solidarity and Citizenship in the 
Reporting of the Black Lives Matter Campaign



 

 
Dissertation submitted to the Department of Media and Communications, 
London School of Economics and Political Science, August 2016, in partial 
fulfilment of the requirements for the MSc in Global Media and 
Communications. Supervised by Shakuntala Banaji  
 
The author can be contacted at: Eilisyazdani@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Published by Media@LSE, London School of Economics and Political Science ("LSE"), 
Houghton Street, London WC2A 2AE. The LSE is a School of the University of London.  It is 
a Charity and is incorporated in England as a company limited by guarantee under the 
Companies Act (Reg number 70527). 
 
 
Copyright, Eilis Yazdani © 2017. 
The authors have asserted their moral rights. 
 
 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system or transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior permission in writing of 
the publisher nor be issued to the public or circulated in any form of binding or cover other 
than that in which it is published. In the interests of providing a free flow of debate, views 
expressed in this dissertation are not necessarily those of the compilers or the LSE.  



MSc Dissertation of Eilis Yazdani  

- 2 - 

An Examination of American Mainstream Media 
Discourse of Solidarity and Citizenship in the 
Reporting of the Black Lives Matter Campaign 
 
Eilis Yazdani  
 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
The purpose of this dissertation is to examine how solidarity and citizenship are defined and 

apportioned in reporting, by American mainstream news outlets, about the Black Lives 

Matter movement. An examination was guided by performing a critical discourse analysis of 

six news program transcripts, obtained via online, from three different news outlets; FOX 

News, CNN News, and MSNBC News. Through utilizing Fairclough's three-dimensional 

approach of critical discourse analysis four distinct definitions of solidarity and citizenship 
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Not only is BLM a significant movement of our time but the ideas surrounding the campaign 

could also reveal insightful and contemporary information about concepts like solidarity and 

citizenship. In addition, an examination could provide a better understanding of the 

discourses within the media and country. This study attempts to provide a unique 

perspective, while answer the preceding questions and furthering the clarification and 

understanding of both solidarity and citizenship.  

 

LITERATURE REVIEW  
 

In order to attain a strong comprehension of the themes of BLM discourse, in the media, a 

detailed examination of principle research and theories will be conducted. This review will 

offer the fundamental outline of the public sphere, solidarity, citizenship, othering and BLM 

while illustrating how they fit together. Making use of this vast amount of information, at the 

end of this section, a conceptual framework will be provided grounded in the concepts 

determined most pertinent and germane.  

 

On the Public Sphere 

 

The public sphere is described as, ‘A realm of our social life in which something approaching 

public opinion can be formed’ (Eley, 1999: 289). Academics have referred to mass media as 

being this realm or ‘master forum’ that constructs civic discussion (Ferree et al., 2002: 10). 

Additionally, Shani Orgad has expressed mass media as the sphere where ‘ourselves’ and 

‘otherness’ are conceived, thus the media performs a vital part in strengthening the state and 

allegiance (2012: 82). Mainstream media has also been highlighted 
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context’ (Scholz, 2015a: 726). While such religious tradition impact the concept some argue 

that morality lies at the very centre of solidarity (Scholz, 2015a: 726). This framework asserts 

that people, especially those in power, have a moral obligation to be in solidarity with those 

ostracized (
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Traditionally there are two distinctive prototypes of citizenship, the first being civic 

republican and the second liberal rights (Adrian Oldfield, 1990: 29). Civic membership 
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the bottom up by holding nations responsible (Sweetman, 2013: 219). Similar to Paolo 

Friere’s concept
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Jacques Derrida built on these ideas and re-constructed to the idea of 
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The first concept of solidarity, essential to this study, is Emilie Durkheim’s concept of 
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the location and power relations of discourse (Wodak & Meyer, 2001: 4). As language is the 

channel of control and public influence CDA particularly, ‘considers institutional, political, 
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Limitations of Method  

 

Some scholars have criticized CDA for being excessively subjective and vulnerable to 

prejudices thus making it difficult for the researcher to distance themselves from the text 

(Janks, 1997: 330). Therefore, extra measures must be taken by the researcher in order to 

prevent such biases. The approach has also been widely critiqued for not having a direct 

theoretical structure thus being ‘essentially unprincipled’ and ‘a strange mixture of 

theoretical eclecticism and unreflexive modernism’ (Widdowson, 1998; Pennycook, 2001: 

87). Nonetheless, my explicit research steps and design will help to alleviate any discrepancy 

of CDA not being systematic.  

 

Ethical Considerations 

 

To ease any concerns of subjectivity and bias the researchers standpoint will be addressed. To 

be fully transparent I have decided to be constantly attentive to my own beliefs and 

prejudices throughout this scholarship. I am a white American female who has only lived in 

the West and attended Western schools. However, I am a first generation American and come 

from a family with a mixture of heritage and religion. Thus growing up, this has offered me a 

unique and understanding perspective of difference. Nonetheless, it makes me an outsider of 

the BLM movement. My life and understandings are very distinct from the people described 

and living this movement. One could say these differences could possibility prejudice my 

examination due to my status within the nation. In efforts to fight against any possible biases 

a methodized data gathering and analysis structure is given so as to be clear and impartial. 

Moreover, a deliberate effort was made to evade favoured understandings while conducting 

the analysis of discourse. Furthermore, an ethics checklist was reviewed and completed to 

uphold the integrity of this research. 

 

Research Design and Sampling  
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week (August 27, 2015-September 3, 2015) of discourse in the media. This week was selected 

due to an ample amount of BLM coverage on various networks surrounding three events 

related to BLM. Focusing on o
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and ‘out of control’ (Appendix A-F). Thus condemning the movement for using emotions and 

personal feeling, which are defined 
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Lastly, the segments defined BLM as not being meritorious of solidarity due to the campaign 

going against authority and powerful structures. In the television programs authority is 

presented in a positive light, using god terms, which are labels of unquestionably good due to 

their connotations (Weaver, 1965: 212). Statements such as, ‘our system of justice requires 

law enforcement’, ‘cop lives matter’ and ‘
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pillage’ he goes on ‘this sort of respectability wont necessarily save you from injustices or 

inequality in this case’ (Appendix F). Consequently, all types of people with different 

competences and ideologies are endorsed since every person in solidarity helps to fight 

inequality. Asserting, ‘front line, gas masks, bandanas, their shirts off, and young ladies with 

firsts up wearing tank tops’ to ‘young women at the pentagon wearing Hilary Clinton suits’ all 

are accepted (Appendix F). Thus, ‘respectability’ does not matter, all methods are embraced 

in order to reach the goal of justice; therefore solidarity is not contingent on the methods 

used.  

 

This framework of solidarity also includes adopting resistance. In defence of the accusations 

that BLM members are anti-cop and violent the activists clearly claim numerous 
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very lowest level solidarity is about unity and in this presented definition of solidarity the 

unity is based on conforming to dominant ideology. If one conforms they are deserving of 

solidarity if they do not then they are disavowed like BLM’s campaign. Thus hindering any 

movement that is in need of unity and solidarity to change the system of elitism. This 

definition illustrates how solidarity can be defined and used to strengthen and uphold the 

dominant ideology and agenda (Kolers, 2012: 365).  

 

The second form of solidarity defined, by BLM activist, was closest aligned to Avery Kolers 

moral solidarity since it is the coming together to fight injustice and oppression (Kolers, 

2014: 426). Unlike the previous definition of solidarity presented in the news outlets this 

definition is not contingent but rather is inclusive. It is open to all sources of reasoning, 

methods, and struggle in sacrifice for the shared aim of equality. This form requires 

durability and also deference since it requests, ‘a willingness to act against one’s best 

judgment, including prudential, epistemic, and even moral judgment’ (Kolers, 2014: 426). 

However, this form of solidarity does not go without its own issues. Firstly, this definition 

makes a type of solidarity difficult due to its very high commitment level. Kolers writes, 

‘agent follows the lead of organised out-groups and defers to their judgment about collective 

actions to overcome injustice. Rather, solidarity is a principal means for ordinary citizens to 

promote equity by affirming the equal status of the victims, and to atone for having benefited 

from injustice, whether they did so willingly or otherwise’ (Kolers, 2014: 420). This type of 

commitment in America is difficult due to society being very individualist and as Malcolm X 

said, ‘that whole thing about appealing to 
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Citizenship 

 

In conducting critical discourse analysis two different definitions of citizenship were 

presented when discussing the BLM campaign. The first definition of citizenship was 

displayed as one who does not protest, question the establishment, who is ‘respectable’ and 

who is white. This first definition of citizenship characterizes a good citizen as one who does 

not demonstrate or protesting. Within the segments when citizenship was discussed the 

Americans who were considered ‘good law abiding Americans’ were the ones who did not 
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Therefore, in order to be a citizen one must practice citizenship in the same way as the 

masses. 

 

The fourth condition of citizenship is to be white (Appendix A-F). The majority of references 

to Americans or citizenship are brought up in connection to white people. Such as ‘white 

Americans’, ‘every white person in America’, ‘by law we are entitled to presumption of 

innocence’ and ‘good abiding Americans’ were all said in mentioning white people (Appendix 

C; Appendix F). Thus using god terms to paint white people not only as citizens but also with 

all associations of goodness (Weaver, 1965: 212). However, blacks were refereed to the 

majority of the time as a different and the other. Using devil terms and othering tactics to 

associate the BLM and black citizens as bad, stating, ‘subculture’, ‘underclass’, ‘ghetto’, ‘inner 

city minorities’, ‘those communities’, ‘your community’, ‘black people’, ‘people of colour in 

this city’, ‘black bodies’ and ‘these people are militants’ thus barely referring to blacks as 

Americans (Appendix A-F). When blacks were acknowledged in the segments as some type of 

American it was always in a positioning of the
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who signs up for a dangerous job that’s pretty scary. Can you imagine? If just being black’ 

(Appendix C). Thus, exemplifying how there are issues within these establishments that need 

to be known and addressed.  Speaking about institutional racism a BLM leader stated, ‘white 

supremacy like Donald Trump look at black people when they look at Harriet Tubman, to 

him Harriet Tubman is the exact same person as Nicki Minaj, respectability, our enemy 

doesn’t have a conscious Donald Trump, does not have a conscience. People like him, they 

really don’t care’ (Appendix F). Illustrating that there is not only ills within the system but 

also that the public does not care about these issues therefore more questioning and exposing 
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what we see on the flip side of that is when a police officer kills an unarmed black male, the 

system still works in their favour that they are able to get bail’ 
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choice but a reaction to a limited amount of choices to execute (Lee, 2006: 3). This displays 

how marginalized groups who are supposed to have citizenship utilize tactics of non-

members to function and resist in society. However, tactical citizenship can also be seen as a 

form that oppresses too since it enables the marginalized to function within the system 

decreasing the necessity to revolt out of the system.  

 

Looking at how the two definitions of citizenship were apportioned, the first definition of 

citizenship was presented the most, in all six segments. Therefore, the first definition is seen 

to be more influential replacing the other classification of citizenship importance due to 

amount. That is the definition of citizenship that strengthens the dominant ideology through 

the mass media.  

 

CONCLUSION  
 

The aim of this research was to investigate how solidarity and citizenship are defined and 

apportioned in reporting, by American mainstream news outlets, about the Black Lives 

Matter movement. An analysis was directed by performing Critical Discourse Analysis on six 

news program tran
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However, this form of solidarity has its own limitations due to its high commitment level and 

to a certain extent ‘blind faith’. 

 

Two different definitions of citizenship were also presented in the media. The first defined 

citizenship as someone who does not protest, question the establishment, and is ‘respectable’ 

and white
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study on BLM itself is suggested due to the campaign being under researched and the 

significant aspects of the movement.  
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APPENDIX A 

FOX Friends 

FOX News 

August 31, 2015  

BRAIN: Police officers Tucker shot and killed this year alone, the latest Texas Deputy Darren Goforth shot in the 
head simply for wearing his uniform. He was assassinated. He left behind a wife and two young kids. And his 
colleagues are fed up. 

SHERIFF HICKMAN: We’ve heard black live matter, all lives matter, well, cops’ lives matter, too. So why don’t we 
just drop the qualifier and just say lives matter.  

BRAIN: Well no one is listening sadly, sheriff. Uh now to discuss this is Sheriff David Clarke of Milwaukee county 
Wisconsin. Sheriff we just discussed this a week ago face to face. It happened again, can you give us an idea what 
that does for law enforcement when you see this assassination take place?  
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APPENDIX B 

Fox and Friends Sunday 

FOX News  

August 30, 2015  

TUCKER: We appreciate the update, Kristen Fisher from Washington. Well, this has set off of course a firestorm 
not just of grieving the family and friends of this man slammed senselessly but also analysis of why did this 
happen? What are the circumstances that lead to the murder two days ago in Harris County Texas? Here’s Ron 
Hickman he’s the sheriff there, giving his view of how this occurred.  

SHERIFF HICKMAN
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ANNA: Well they need to come forward and speak. 

PETE: That’s right, there is one, that has there are some legitimate conversations that this country has to have 
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APPENDIX C 

Erin Burnett Out Front 

CNN News 
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But do you think its fair to link this murder to the Black Lives Matter movement when we still don’t know the 
suspect’s motive? 

SHERIFF CLARKE: I think its very fair, in light of the anti-cop rhetoric that is sweeping the United States of 
America, fueled by this group. Some of the vulgar, vile, vicious rhetoric that’s coming out talking about killing 
cops, that’s just some of the night stuff, some of the stuff I can’t even say on TV. But uh there is no doubt in my 
mind that the two New York officers Ramos and Lu were gunned down by an individual who made Facebook 
postings about wanting to kill pigs and he was going to go out and hunt down officers down. There have been 
officers across the United States who have had their cruisers shot at and struck while they patrolled St. Louis. The 
same thing. Yes, this is part of a pattern now and you would have to stick your head in the sand to think this thing 
here wasn’t fuelled by this vile, vulgar, slimy movement. 

ERIN: Mark? 

MARK: I disagree with your characterization of BLM. But I would be curious to as you; do you think that every 
cop who has been killed this year is connected some how? The death is connected to BLM?  
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APPENDIX D 

CNN Newsroom With Brooke Baldwin 

CNN News 

August 31, 2015  

NICK: Harris County district attorney believes that Shannon Miles, this 30-year-old man, is the gunman. And 
over the weekend we heard some very charged words, some choice words by Ron Hickman the sheriff there in 
Harris County. And while there is no official motive given just yet, Brooke. Hickman may said there’s no mistake 
to him why this happened. 

SHERIFF HICKMAN: So in any point, the rhetoric ramps up, the point where calculated cold-blooded 
assassination of police officers happened, this rhetoric has gotten out of control. We’ve heard black live matter, all 
lives matter, well, cops’ lives matter, too. So why don’t we just drop the qualifier and just say lives matter. And 
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BROOKE:  I, I applaud you know, any kind of peaceful movement, absolutely. And I have had a number of people 
on the show, who absolutely support what you do, including people who founded Black Lives Matter, they’ve been 
on. But again, back to the violent rhetoric, when you say pigs in a blanket, Rashad. I want you to tell me what that 
is supposed to mean. 

RASHAD:  I mean, I mean it’s an example of, even with this case we’re seeing down in Houston. When people of 
color, black people are accused of killing a police officer, you don’t see that man down there getting bail. But what 
we see on the flip side of that is when a police officer kills an unarmed black male that the system still works in 
their favor that they are able to get bail. So when we say fry, we’re not speaking of you know kill a police officer.  

BROOKE:  You’re not? 

RASHAD:  But we are saying you know treat the police the same as your going to treat a civilian who commits 
murder against a police officer. 

BROOKE:  David Katz, sort of representing the law enforcement side, um how do you hear that? 

DAVID: It took a long time for him to answer that question. The fact of the matter is, you can’t just simply say this 
is not representative of our movement. You have people holding that sign, making those comments. You have 
protestors on the Brooklyn Bridge saying what do we want, dead cops, when do we want them, now. You got two 
dead cops in New York City, Deputy Goforth shot in the head by a racist murderer because of what these guys are 
doing. 

BROOKE: We don’t know his motivation, let’s just be clear. We don’t. 

DAVID: Uhhhh, Okay. We certainty.  

RASHAD:  Exactly David I mean you sound like an intelligent man, David you should know the difference 
between racism and prejudice.  

DAVID: Hang on, wait a minute. I didn’t- my friend, did I interrupt you? I did not interrupt you.  

RASHAD: I didn’t ask if you interrupted me. 

DAVID: It’s really interesting when you commented on many, many shootings, particularly the one that started 
this off way back when and when a police officer was attacked by Michael Brown and you still can’t admit that he 
acted correctly, when you started this movement, you has no problems saying this was a racist white police officer. 
So why should I be held to a different standard when I’m discussing a guy who walks behind a white police officer. 
By the way, to me it makes no difference. He wears the uniform, white, black, wears the uniform, doesn’t wear the 
uniform. When my fellow Americans are murdered in a church in South Carolina I weep. When you start weeping 
for white cops who got shot down in Houston. Then I’ll be talking the same message that you talk.  

RASHAD: And David I think its very you know courageous to tell me what I weep about. Again, going back to my 
point earlier, the uproar over this rhetoric does not match the uproar that we see when black person is killed every 
28 hours by police. I mean in St. Paul Minnesota we have the deadliest police department in our state. So I mean, 
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choices. 

BROOKE: David Katz, jump in. 

DAVID: Okay, I really don’t know where to start. Well, let me start here. When you have the majority of police 
officers getting involved in shooting whether they’re black white indifferent are shooting people that are trying to 
kill them. And on this show, when people have acted improperly...  

RASHAD:  They are unarmed David, how can you be unarmed and trying to kill someone? 

DAVID: Hang on a second. Did I interrupt you? Did I? Well, do you know, hang on… 

RASHAD:  I’m not asking again. I’m not asking that, you want to push the false narrative to our country and it’s 
not right. 

DAVID: Hang on; it’s not a false narrative. If you are trying to beat the cop senseless and take his gun, that is 
grounds for deadly force. If you’re not familiar with the law you can acquaint yourself with it. 

RASHAD:  I’m very familiar with the law. 

DAVID: I’m trying to answer your question. Trying to answer. When I see a white police officer shoot down a 
black male running away on this show what did I say, that’s murder. That’s murder. And there’s a system for that, 
its called a justice system and that guys going to go away. But when I see people in your movement who are just, if 
it’s a police shooting, its wrong. It doesn’t matter if the guy is armed, unarmed. We see this every single day. 
There’s a shooting and there’s a response and I will be marching with you as soon as you say, hey listen when the 
wrong shooting, when the bad cops are taken off the streets that’s when, that’s when I’ll be marching with you 
when that’s your message. But when you’re screaming and you can’t just say, well I don’t do it, other people do it. 
What do we want, dead cops. That resonates. People hear that and people act on that and they have acted on that 
and I think you should take a stand against that. 

BROOKE: Do you want to respond to that Rashad and then I have a question for you? 

RASHAD:  Again, again, we are not promoting violence. I don’t care what you know narrative David is trying to 
push. No one in our movement, no one in Black Lives Matter St. Paul, no person with any sense is going to be 
promoting violence. Again, your avoiding the fact that you know, the facts I mean we need to stick to the facts. 
There’s been over 700 people killed by police in this country since the beginning of the year. That’s ridiculous and 
that’s what our movement is about. We want to stop being killed every 28 hours. We are not going to apologize for 
any rhetoric. We’re not going to focus on the rhetoric.   

DAVID: It’s not ridiculous if those people are having guns or if they’re trying to harm people. That’s not 
ridiculous. 

BROOKE: Let me, let me jump in on the facts...  

RASHAD: Yeah but there has been plenty unarmed black men, unarmed women in prison killed. End up dead 
someone. 

DAVID: Yes, there have. You’re, right. Yes, there have. I agree with you. 

RASHAD:  
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APPENDIX E 

All in With Chris Hayes 

MSNBC News 

September 2, 2015  

HAYES: The manhunt continues for three suspects in the fatal shooting of an Illinois police officer, Charles 
Gliniewicz, 30-year veteran of the force, was shot and killed this morning after approaching suspects during a 
routine patrol. He is the 24th officer to be shot to death in the line of duty this year, according to Officer Down 
memorial page, a group that tracks police fatalities.  

His death comes less than a week after the fatal shooting of a Texas sheriff`s deputy in a Houston suburb. 
Authorities initially said their assumption was that the deputy was attacked because of his uniform. Harris County 
sheriff later condemned what he called dangerous rhetoric.  

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

RON HICKMAN, HARRIS COUNTY SHERIFF: So any point where the rhetoric ramps up to the point where 
calculated, cold-blooded assassination of police officers happen, this rhetoric has gotten out of control. We have 
heard black lives matter. All lives matter. Well, cops’ lives matter too. So why don’t we just drop the qualifier and 
just say, lives matter?  

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

HAYES: The man charged with the capital murder of the Texas deputy had a criminal record and a long history of 
mental illness. Both the sheriff and the district attorney have acknowledged, they actually do not know anything 
about his motivations.  

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

REPORTER: You had some strong words on Saturday about the – some of the rhetoric around the country related 
to law enforcement. Do you still believe that has any connection to this case?  

PROSECUTOR: I have no idea whether it does or not.  

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

HAYES: Right now, in many U.S. cities, the murder rate is rising.  
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CREWS: Black-on-black crime is a result of institutional racism.  

HAYES: All right. Trahern Crews, thank you so much for joining me tonight. 
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APPENDIX F 
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impounded upon us. You know, there is a lot of talk in St. Louis right now about the rates raising and really 
defining what poverty means and what hardship means to people of color in this city, and I think that any type of 
dialogue that we have for myself personally, poor people have to be in the forefront of that discussion.  

HARRIS-
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Harriet Tubman 
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