
 



 

   
 

On February 23, 2021 the ‘Sustaining Kuwait in Unsustainable Times’ research group at the 

London School of Economics (LSE) Middle East Centre brought together nine high school 

students from Kuwait for an open discussion around the central question of the project - ‘!"#$%&'%

()!#*$*+%,-'$"%.*$*/01+%#1&%1'12.*$*/01+3%$"*14%#-')$5%#1&%"'!%&'%$"06%07809*01.05%.:*;#$0%

."#1<0=’ (Full outline of the project, which is part of the LSE Kuwait programme available 

here).  



 

   
 

change to practices they already engaged with, including limiting consumption of water and 

electricity, recycling, using less plastic, and re-using shopping bags. Another speaker discussed 

the change in human habits and practices caused by measures to limit the spread of the Corona 

virus in terms of decreased pressure on the natural environment. Regarding the generation issue, 

one participant stated that, ‘the older generation, they think that climate change is either a lie, or 

not as important as other world problems’. They interpreted this as reflecting a deference to 

authority figures (who themselves 'disregard’ climate change) but also, a refusal to change to 

using renewable energy sources in oil rich countries, due to their financial dependence on oil 

extraction. This second point was seconded by other participants.  
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though with limited success. One participant responded to this saying that they learned about the 

issue through the campaign, but also saw a need for the male-dominated parliament to address 

the issue.  

There was a broad sense of the need for change among the Kuwaiti community, with one 

participant stating, ‘I think all of us agree on this that it’s not really considered a big problem in 


