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CALLS FOR PAPERS & CONFERENCES 

 

South-South: Intellectual History across Middle East and South Asia, 

1857- 1948  
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The workshop will bring together early career scholars—graduate students and pre-Tenured 

faculty—across discipline to participate in this two day intensive workshop. We encourage 

applications from outside Europe and US. We invite abstracts of 300 words and brief scholarly 

biography to southsouthworkshop (at) gmail.com no later than 15 July 2016. Acceptance 

notifications will be sent by 15 August 2016. We encourage faculty to seek funding from their 

institutions; limited travel subsidies and accommodation will be provided to graduate presenters. We 

will make all efforts to especially fund scholars from outside US and EU. 

The workshop is sponsored by the Center for International History, and the Department of History.  

 

Organizers: Roy Bar Sadeh (Graduate Student, History, Columbia University) and Esmat Elhalaby 

(Graduate Student, History, Rice University) 

 

More information here  

Back to top 

 

 

Social Justice in the Arab World since 2010: Changing conditions, 

mobilizations, and policies 

February 2-3, 2017  

AUB in Beirut, Lebanon 

Submission Deadline: July 31, 2016 

 

For a joint conference organized by the Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and International 

Affairs at the American University of Beirut (AUB), and the Mamdouha S. Bobst Center for Peace and 

mailto:southsouthworkshop@gmail.com
http://cih.columbia.edu/south-south/


mailto:lk49@aub.edu


7 
 

Sunday 10th of July 

10:00am – 

12:00pm 

Panel 2: Chair: Dr Azin Haghighi 

‘Shooting the Isolation and Marginality of 

Masculinities in Iran’ 

Dr Nacim Pak-Shiraz, University 

of Edinburgh 

‘Islamic Masculinities: the Representation of 

Chechen Masculinity in Contemporary Russian Film, 

Fiction and Television’ 

Erick Vlaeminck, PhD candidate 

at University of Edinburgh 

‘Violent Entrepreneurs in Pahlavi-Iran: Sociological 

Reflections on Violence and 

Masculinity’ 

Olmo Goelz, PhD candidate at 

Albert-Ludwigs-Universität 

Freiburg 

12:00pm – 

1:00pm 
Lunch   

1:00pm – 

3:00pm 

Panel 3: Chair: Dr Nacim Pak-Shiraz 

'Training Boys to be Men in Turn-of-the-Twentieth-

Century Egyptian Conduct Literature' 

Prof Marilyn Booth, University of 

Oxford 

‘Women Writing Men in Modern Syrian Literature’ 
Lovisa Berg, PhD candidate at 

University of Edinburgh 

‘Critical Masculinities in the Arabic Novel since 

1990: from Crisis to New Paradigms’ 

Dr Alessandro Buontempo, "G. 

d'Annunzio" University of Chieti-

Pescara 

 

Monday 11th of July 

 

More information here 

Back to top 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The Crisis of Islamic Masculinities’ 
Dr Amanullah De Sondy, 

University College Cork 

‘Modern Arabic Literature and the Divorce from 

Ideology: the Reinventing of Masculinities and 

Femininities in Zakariyya Tamir’ 

Alessandro Columbu, PhD 

candidate at University of 

Edinburgh 

‘Constructions of Masculinity in the Shahnameh’ 
Dr Azin Haghighi, University of 

Edinburgh 

 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-cultures/events/constructing-masculinities-in-the-middle-east
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Seminar: Democratic responses and political pressures for change-  

Barcelona, 14-15 July  

Johns Hopkins University - Universitat Pompeu Fabra Public Policy Center 

Universitat Pompeu Fabra – Ciutadella campus, Barcelona  

 

This two-day seminar focuses on patterns of contestation, protest, alternative forms of political 

participation, and how each of these have had an impact upon contemporary policymaking in 

political economy. This is part of the ESRC Seminar Series: Understanding the post-crisis landscape: 

assessing change in economic management, welfare, work and democracy. The seminar focuses on a 

range of questions related to the relationship between democratic participation, protest, and 

political economy outcomes. How are changing forms of protest re-defining the contemporary 

political economy? To what extent are we witnessing new political actors created through the activity 

of anti-austerity protest? How have policymakers responded to new forms of protest and dissent in 

the current age of austerity and anti-austerity? 

  

Entry is free and welcome to all, but please register beforehand:  

email Sam Warner: SJW160@student.bham.ac.uk 

 

Thursday 14 July 

  

9.45am  Introduction, Professor Vicenç Navarro, Director, JHU-UPF Public Policy Center 

10.15    What hope for democracy in the crisis stage of neoliberal capitalism?  

11.45   Against austerity: understanding the wave of anti-austerity protest 

Cristina Flesher Fominaya (University of Aberdeen) 

Pierre Lapin (Boycott Workfare) 

Kelly Rogers (National Campaign Against Fees and Cuts, NCAFC) 

Anti-austerities: the Student Movement and the Struggle Against Library Closures 

Onder Sevimli (Middle East Technical University in Ankara, Turkey) 

The Medium and the Message: The Dynamics, Politics and Future of Gezi as Event 

  

14.15  The struggle for social reproduction 

4.00 Studying resistance 

5.30 Panel: reflections on strategies and experiments for change 

   

Friday 15 July 

10.00    Communicating grassroots struggles 

11.00 Comparing housing movements 

13.30 Theorising resistance and the role of the party   

4.15   Linking protest to policy and politicians? 

5.15 Closing discussion: how to influence, who to influence, should we be aiming to influence? 

6.00  EN0 1 u
 EMC  /P <</MCID 33/L
1 0 0h

  

mailto:SJW160@student.bham.ac.uk
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-international-studies/events/2014-16-esrc-seminar-series/2016-07-14-democratic-responses-political-pressures-change.aspx
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The Middle East and North Africa Today: Crises, Mobilities and Paths 

to the Future 

Summer School 25 July -

mailto:posgraduacao@ics.ulisboa.pt
https://www.soas.ac.uk/lmei/events/file111033.PDF


10 
 

RECENT & FORTHCOMING BOOKS 

 

Parties, Movements, and Democracy in the Developing World 

Nancy Bermeo,  Deborah J. Yashar (Eds) 

November 2016 – Cambridge University Press  

 

This volume analyzes regime politics in the developing world. By focusing on the civilian, collective 

actors that forge democracy and sustain it, this book moves beyond materialist arguments focusing 

on GDP, poverty, and inequality. With case material from four continents, this volume emphasizes 

the decisive role played by parties and movements in forging democracy against the odds. These 

pivotal collectivities are consistently the key civilian collectivities that successfully mobilized for 

democracy, that helped forge enduring democratic institutions, and that shaped the quality of the 

democracies that emerged; they are the ones tasked with mobilizing along a range of social 

cleavages, confronting seemingly inhospitable conditions, and coordinating the process of regime 

change. While the presence of parties and movements alone is not sufficient to explain democracy, 

their absence is detrimental to enduring democratic regimes. Thus, this volume refocuses our 

attention on parties and movements as critical mechanisms of regime change. 

 

Back to top 

 

 

Hizbullah and the Politics of Remembrance - Writing the Lebanese 

Nation 

Bashir Saade 

October 2016 – Cambridge University Press  

 

Born out of the Israeli occupation of the South of Lebanon, the political armed group Hizbullah is a 

powerful player within both Lebanon and the wider Middle East. Understanding how Hizbullah has, 

since the 1980s, developed its own reading of the nature of the Lebanese state, national identity and 

historical narrative is central to grasping the political trajectory of the country. By examining the 

ideological production of H
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Arabic Thought beyond the Liberal Age - Towards an Intellectual 

History of the Nahda 

Jens Hanssen, Max Weiss (Eds) 

October 2016 – Cambridge University Press 

 

What is the relationship between thought and practice in the domains of language, literature and 

politics? Is thought the only standard by which to measure intellectual history? How did Arab 

intellectuals change and affect political, social, cultural and economic developments from the 

eighteenth to the twentieth centuries? This volume offers a fundamental overhaul and revival of 

modern Arab intellectual history. Using Hourani's Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age, 1798–1939 

(Cambridge, 1962) as a starting point, it reassesses Arabic cultural production and political thought in 

the light of current scholarship and extends the analysis beyond Napoleon's invasion of Egypt and the 

outbreak of World War II. The chapters offer a mixture of broad-stroke history on the construction of 

'the Muslim world', and the emergence of the rule of law and constitutionalism in the Ottoman 

empire, as well as case studies on individual Arab intellectuals that illuminate the transformation of 

modern Arabic thought. 

 

Back to top 

 

 

Dictators and their Secret Police - Coercive Institutions and State 

Violence 

Sheena Chestnut Greitens 

July 2016 – Cambridge University Press 

 

How do dictators stay in power? When, and how, do they use repression to do so? Dictators and 

their Secret Police explores the role of the coercive apparatus under authoritarian rule in Asia - how 

these secret organizations originated, how they operated, and how their violence affected ordinary 

citizens. Greitens argues that autocrats face a coercive dilemma: whether to create internal security 

forces designed to manage popular mobilization, or defend against potential coup. Violence against 

civilians, she suggests, is a byproduct of their attempt to resolve this dilemma. Drawing on a wealth 

of new historical evidence, this book challenges conventional wisdom on dictatorship: what 

autocrats are threatened by, how they respond, and how this affects the lives and security of the 

millions under their rule. It offers an unprecedented view into the use of surveillance, coercion, and 

violence, and sheds new light on the institutional and social foundations of authoritarian power. 

 

Back to top 
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https://www.aub.edu.lb/ifi/publications/Documents/books/20160613_adib_nehme.pdf
http://mondediplo.com.gate3.library.lse.ac.uk/2016/07/07erdogan
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Video: What remains of the Gezi movement in Turkey? 

France 24, 27 May 2016 

 

Three years ago, the city of Istanbul reached boiling point. Plans to destroy Gezi Park, one of the last 

green spaces in the city, and turn it into a shopping complex, triggered a popular revolt. The protests, 

which were initially environmental, turned into large anti-government demonstrations. Unprepared, 

the authorities responded with force. Our reporter returned to Istanbul to find out what remains of 

the Gezi movement as President Erdogan strengthens his grip on power. Watch here 

 

Back to top 

 

 

On the Concatenation in the Arab World 

Perry Anderson 

New Left Review, 68, March-April 2011 

 

The Arab revolt of 2011 belongs to a rare class of historical events: a concatenation of political 

upheavals, one detonating the other, across an entire region of the world. There have been only 

three prior instances—the Hispanic American Wars of Liberation that began in 1810 and ended in 

1825; the European revolutions of 1848–49; and the fall of the regimes in the Soviet bloc, 1989–91. 

http://www.france24.com/en/20160527-video-istanbul-revisited-turkey-what-emains-gezi-movement-erdogan
https://newleftreview.org/II/68/perry-anderson-on-the-concatenation-in-the-arab-world
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anti-government protestors have broken out across Syria, but smaller pockets of anti-Nusra 

resistance have also sprung up largely in the north where the militants were once largely tolerated by 

opponents of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. Continue reading here 

 

Back to top 

 

 

On-going Protests in Syria Are Being Ignored Across the World 

Riad Alarian 

http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/protests-continue-against-al-nusra-front-northern-syrian-town-maarat-al-numan-2075849140
http://muftah.org/protests-in-syria-are-ignored-across-the-world/#.Vyni13qc2M9
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/04/intifada-prisons-160422032352904.html
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Lessons in Resistance from the Palestinian Village of Nabi Saleh 

Zachary Faircloth 

Muftah, 27 April 2016 

 

Nabi Saleh is a Palestinian village facing one of the more imposing structures of the Israeli 

occupation. Opposite the town, the Israeli settlement of Halamish is perched upon a hill that once 

served as fertile farmland for local residents. Cookie-cutter apartment buildings, military structures, 

and even a swimming pool now dot the hill across from the village, where Palestinian mothers scoop 

used dishwater into buckets for reuse because of frequent shortages caused by Israel’s water 

policies. Though the families of Nabi Saleh can still name the specific ancestors who once harvested 

parts of the hill, their stories often fall on deaf ears; neither the residents of the settlement nor the 

Israeli occupation’s sprawling legal apparatus is particularly interested in their memories. Continue 

reading here 

 

Back to top 

 

 

Iraq: Sadr supporters in mass protest for political reform 

BBC, 26 April 2016 

 

Hundreds of thousands of people have taken to the streets of Iraq's capital, Baghdad, in protest at a 

months-long political crisis and lack of reform. Supporters of the Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr 

marched towards the Green Zone, where the government is based. He wants Prime Minister Haider 

al-Abadi to press ahead with a plan to replace ministers appointed on the basis of political affiliation 

with technocrats. Powerful parties in parliament have so far refused to approve the reshuffle. 

Systemic political patronage has aided corruption in Iraq, depleting the government's resources as it 

struggles to cope with declining oil revenue and the cost of the war against the jihadist group Islamic 

State (IS). Continue reading here 

 

Back to top 

 

 

We Are Ridha Yahyaoui”

http://muftah.org/lessons-in-resistance-from-the-palestinian-village-of-nabi-saleh/#.Vym6a3qc2M9
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-36138283


http://tribeattache.com/2016/04/12/we-are-ridha-yahyaoui-kasserine-and-tunisias-ongoing-revolution/
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/strike-tunisia-town-over-halt-libya-border-trade-1410490164
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/05/repression-on-the-rise-in-algeria-as-peaceful-protesters-face-imprisonment/


http://www.madamasr.com/opinion/politics/understanding-latest-developments-egypts-protests
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/25/cairo-protests-egypt-red-sea-islands-saudi-arabia


https://www.popularresistance.org/amid-israeli-independence-day-celebrations-thousands-of-arabs-rally/
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• A brief cover letter (1 page) indicating clearly for which institution you are  applying and, if you  are 

applying to ZMO, your preferred research group affiliation 

• Description of a research project to be worked upon during visit (max. 3 pages) 

• CV, including complete list of publications 

• PhD certificate (or proof of submission) 

 

Deadline: August 14, 2016 

Please email the finalized application, attached as one single pdf-file in the above listed sequence, to  

zmo@zmo.de or office@bgsmcs.fu-berlin  

 

More information here  

Back to top 

 

 

Request for Proposals: Mobility, Displacement, and Forced Migration 

in the Middle East 

 

The Center for International and Regional Studies (CIRS) at Georgetown University – Qatar 

announces a major research initiative to enhance our understanding of Mobility, Displacement, and 

Forced Migration in the Middle East. 

 

The Middle East has historically served as a locus of displacement, both voluntary and forced. The 

high numbers of the forcibly displaced in the Middle East raise fundamental questions concerning the 

political organization of power and authority in the region. In the field of political science there is a 

growing awareness that the creation of internally displaced and refugee populations is more than 

just merely symptomatic of identity politics or a result of interstate conflicts. The Middle East is 

currently facing one of its most critical migration challenges, and the region has become the 

simultaneous producer and host to the world’s largest population of displaced people. As a result of 

the past several years of ongoing conflict, particularly in Syria, Libya, and Iraq, there have been sharp 

increases in the numbers of the internally displaced, forced migrants, refugees, and asylum-seekers. 

This seemingly unending flow of forced migrants has caused disruptions to economic, political, and 

social stability in a number of countries. The current flight of Syrian refugees to Lebanon, Jordan, 

Egypt, and Turkey illustrates how easily conditions can disintegrate, so that a country like Syria that 

historically served as a sanctuary for and provided protection to those fleeing persecution or 

declining economic prospects is now producing millions of refugees and displaced populations of its 

own. The region also demonstrates how countries can simultaneously serve as host states for 

migrants and refugees while also contributing a large a diaspora of their own citizens either to other 

countries within the region or else around the world, as we can see is the cases of Lebanon and Iran. 

mailto:zmo@zmo.de
mailto:office@bgsmcs.fu-berlin
http://www.zmo.de/Ausschreibungen/BGSMCS/visiting%20researcher%20fellowship/Call%20for%20VRF%20Applications%202017_web.pdf
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submissions are due September 15, 2016. For inquiries and grant application submissions, please 

contact cirsgrants@georgetown.edu. 

 

mailto:cirsgrants@georgetown.edu
https://georgetown-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/Redirect?ukey=1MdDBuN3uHw103imF9x2pMV0MrbXHJWJeA6zQ37ogu7M-0&key=YAMMID-59710820&link=http%3A%2F%2Fgeorgetown.yamm-track.appspot.com%2FRedirect%3Fukey%3D1MP5vvvWhlS35LVi1zd5MDYYEsKlADYZERgkuMrO6m3U-0%26key%3DYAMMID-16690430%26link%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fcirs.georgetown.edu%252Fresearch-0%252Fresearch-grants

