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This thematic issue deals with the transformation of national identifications in a region characterized 

by many transnational mobilities and circulations, and at a time -from the Gulf war till today- when 

these dynamics have intensified and are now blurring or exacerbating feelings of belonging.  

Rather than question the notion of identity, this issue aims to problematize and conceptualize the 

“elusive” notion of identification (Martin, 1994). In line with the work of Rogers Brubaker and 

Frederick Cooper, our purpose is to consider the cultural artifact that is nationalism (Anderson, 1983) 

by examining the social ties, affinities and senses of belonging that underlie inclusion in a group or a 

community (Brubaker, Cooper, 2000: 19-21). As such, particular attention will be paid to 

intersections between categorical commonality (shared attributes) and relational connectedness 

(ties to other people) by observing how social ties affect what it means and how one identifies with a 

group (Tilly, 1978).  

 

Through a close observation of how official and non-official nationalisms are constructed, social 
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operate in the service of contemporary, diversity-friendly capital. Gender and race studies critics, in 

contrast, often continue to argue that anti-capitalist critique, in its tendency to elevate the 

socioeconomic above other logics of domination, fails to acknowledge the specific forms of 

domination experienced by people of color, women, queer subjects, and subjects designated 

“disabled.”  

 

For example, Ta-Nehisi Coates reminds us that white supremacy is a form of “solidarity” just as 

powerful as the connections forged between working people. But numerous contemporary thinkers 

and activists altogether avoid this divisive logic. Instead, they re-examine the various connections 

between identity-based critique and the critique of capital. These tendencies have been at work in 

queer studies for more than a decade: for example, the colonization of antihomophobic political 

imagination by the gay marriage debate having made “neoliberalism” one of queer studies’ 

keywords. Scholars like Cedric Johnson and Keeanga-Yamatta Taylor, meanwhile, have insisted on 

the complex entanglements of socioeconomic and racial domination, directly challenging positions 

that refuse to consider such entanglements. And a prominent re-engagement with Marxist-Feminism 

has recently emerged as an increasing number of scholars and activists, including Cinzia Arruzza, 

Maya Gonzalez, and Tithi Bhattacharya have begun again to scrutinize questions of gender in relation 

to capital’s processes of social reproduction, in particular. This collection will bring together work like 

this—work that presents, develops, and analyzes a different kind of logic of the relationship between 

capital and identity.  

 

Although approaches to this problem will vary widely, we hope contributions will be united by their 

commitment to thinking an ostensibly old-fashioned thought: totality. Who’s Afraid of Totality?’s 

contention is that totality allows us to see past the persistent divide between socioeconomic and 

identity critique. As the contributions in this collection bear out, economics and identity are 

reciprocal: on our account, contemporary capitalism not only abides, but profits from, racist, 

misogynistic, heteronormative, and ableist systems. We argue that only by thinking economics and 

identity together can we begin to grasp social totality. Impatience with “totalizing” analysis, familiar 

as it has become, hardly offers any critical leverage in this context.  

 

We maintain that some version of what History and Class Consciousness called the “aspiration 

toward totality” has a powerful salience once again. But surely its salience cannot be exactly what it 

was when Lukács formulated this expression roughly a century ago. In the present, in the wake of a 

long-exhausted multicultural reification of “difference,” what kind of aspiration can this be? We are 

currently seeking submissions to Who’s Afraid of Totality? The list of topics below is not meant to be 

exhaustive, but rather to index the kinds of conversations the editors have had as a result of thinking 

along these lines.  

 

• How has a totalizing impulse changed as a result of the advance of capitalism?  

• What forms of art help us map totality? Or, is the aesthetic separate from questions of social 

and/or political totality?  

• How do contemporary protest movements, like Occupy or Black Lives Matter, think totality?  

• What trends in contemporary literary, political, and social theory help us think identity and 

socioeconomic relations together?  

• How do arguments that purport to oppose Marxism—arguments situated in the feminist, queer, or 

antiracist traditions, for example—in fact share the Marxian aspiration to think the social in broad, 
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“totalizing” terms, even as they take their distance from “older,” “outmoded” forms of totalizing 

analysis?  

• How do past popular movements—anti-colonial, anti-capitalist, anti-racist, antimisogynistic—help 

us think through our contemporary entanglements?  

• In what ways to capitalist protocols of value production infect social life on the register of identity?  

• How has the academy—either in general or in specific disciplines—contributed to and profited 

from the separation of identity and socioeconomic relations?  

• How can cultural critique offer new models for thinking identity and socioeconomic relations 

together?  

  

We look forward to reading all submissions and responding to any inquiries you may have. Please 

contact us at jen.hedler.phillis@gmail.com and kfloyd@kent.edu. For full consideration, submit 500 

word abstracts by 1 November.  

http://pomeps.org/2016/09/06/call-for-proposals-8th-annual-pomeps-conference/
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TALKS & OTHER EVENTS 

 

Morbid Symptoms: Relapse in the Arab Uprising 

4 October 2016, 5:45 – 7:00 PM  

Venue: Russell Square: College Buildings, Khalili Lecture Theatre, SOAS, London 

Speaker: Gilbert Achcar 

 

Event to mark the publication of Gilbert Achcar's Morbid Symptoms: Relapse in the Arab 

Uprising

https://www.soas.ac.uk/lmei/events/cme/04oct2016-morbid-symptoms-relapse-in-the-arab-uprising.html
http://www.lse.ac.uk/middleEastCentre/Events/Events-2016/NF-05-10-16.aspx
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The Arab Spring of 2011 was but the beginning of a long-term revolutionary process, rendered much 

more complicated than other revolutionary processes by specific socio-political features - rentierism 

and patrimonialism - of the dominant Arab state system. Another complicating specific feature is the 

fact that counter-revolution in the Arab region is two-pronged: the revolutionary process confronts 

not only the established regimes, but also their fundamentalist contenders. These peculiarities, 

combined with the intrinsic weakness of progressives in the region, provide the main explanation for 

the shift from the initial revolutionary phase to the ongoing counter-revolutionary phase that started 

in 2013.  The various dynamics of this shift will be assessed in the light of the particular conditions 

that prevail in the different key theatres of the 2011 uprising. More information here 

 

Back to top 

 

Too queer to believe? Religion, social activism and LGBTI rights 

5 October 2016, 09:00 – 16:00 

Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung, Schumannstr. 8, 10117 Berlin 

 

According to the current predominant perception 

http://www.exeter.ac.uk/news/events/details/index.php?event=6067
http://calendar.boell.de/en/event/too-queer-believe
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Let's Rock/Rap it! Music as Collective Action: The case of the Arab 

Spring  

 

11 October 2016,17:15-19:15 

Venue: Room 9.04, Tower 2, Clement's Inn, LSE, London 

Speaker: Amina Boubia, Sciences Po Centre for International Studies 

Chair:

http://www.lse.ac.uk/middleEastCentre/Events/Events-2016/AB-11-10-16.aspx
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/sspp/sga/mems/events/eventrecords/egypt-in-a-time-of-revolution.aspx
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https://www.soas.ac.uk/lmei/events/cme/18oct2016-palestinians-in-syria-nakba-memories-of-shattered-communities.html
http://www.eume-berlin.de/veranstaltungen/berliner-seminar/wintersemester-201617.html
http://www.britac.ac.uk/events/arab-israeli-conflict-and-making-public-international-law
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Social Movements and Sociological Systems Theory 

Kusche, Isabel 

Inequality, Inclusion, and Protest. Jeffrey Alexander’s Theory of the Civil Sphere 

Kern, Thomas 

Social Movements and Neo-Institutionalism: A Fruitful Merger? 

Roose, Jochen 

Judith Butler and the Politics of Protest 

https://www.amazon.com/Joshua-Clover/e/B001IYZBJ2/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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variety of social and educational backgrounds and political commitments, these personal stories of 

action represent the Arab Spring's united and broad social movements, collective identities, and 

youthful character. For years, the volume's participants lived under regimes that brutally suppressed 
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the causes and the consequences of these events. This collection of essays challenges the common 

tendency of applying the dominant frame of “Arab Spring” to explain contemporary politics of the 

Middle East. Numerous debates about the utility of the “Arab Spring” metaphor already exist, 

contesting such issues as its foreign origins or its temporal and optimistic implications. It further has 

the negative and significant side effect of implying a singularity to these events in a manner that 

often defies the varied conditions on the ground. This is why the term “Arab Uprisings” is used here 

as the organizing frame to address numerous socio-cultural, economic, political, experiential, and 

communicative aspects of the uprisings.  

 

This text is organized around three themes: origins, experiences, and trajectories. The first section 

addresses catalyzing factors that help explain the emergence of the uprisings from various political, 

economic, and socio-cultural perspectives. The second section examines the functions and responses 

of diverse people, institutions, and ideologies during the initial years of the uprisings. It includes an 

in-depth case study on women’s changing political situation in the catalyzing country of Tunisia, as 

well as discussions about the roles of political Islam, new mass media, and social networks in these 

rapidly changing contexts. The third section discusses cross-national implications and the multitude 

of repercussion the uprisings are having on the global system. 

 

Back to top 

 

The Making of the Tunisian Revolution: Contexts, Architects, Prospects 

Nouri Gana 

2013 - Edinburgh University Press  

 

From late 2010 to the present day, the Arab world has been shot through with insurrection and 

revolt. As a result, Tunisia is now seen as the unlikely birth place and exemplar of the process of 

democratisation long overdue in the Arab world. Mixing political, historical, economic, social and 

cultural analyses and approaches, these essays reflect on the local, regional and transnational 
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collapsed under the force of youthful, popular movements. In others, despots violently and 

mercilessly clamped down on demonstrators. "Now That We Have Tasted Hope"—whose title is 

drawn from the poem "Now That We Have Tasted Hope," by Khaled Mattawa—collects the most 

important primary source documents from those historic uprisings, telling the story of the Arab 

http://www.aub.edu.lb/ifi/publications/Documents/conference_reports/20160304_princeton_uprising_report.pdf
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Is Jordan’s Islamist phoenix rising again? 

Beverley Milton-Edwards 

Brookings, 29 September 2016 

 

Jordan’s parliamentary elections on September 20 heralded the return of the Muslim Brotherhood, 

having survived a major attempt by the Jordanian regime to dismantle and destroy it. After such 

weakening and a decade-long electoral boycott, the group’s political party—the Islamic Action Front 

(IAF)—did well to contest seats throughout the country, but this time only as part of a wider 

coalition. The coalition claimed an estimated 16 of 130 seats in parliament. This success at the ballot 

box is tempered by ongoing issues that belie the progress of moderate Islamism in Jordan more 

generally. This indicates that the king and his advisors are still committed to ensuring that any role 

for political Islam in the country remains highly constricted. Although the Muslim Brotherhood is 

Jordan’s oldest political movement and has previously played the part of a “loyal opposition,” the 

ruling regime has always regarded it with suspicion. Since coming to the throne in the late 1990s, 

King Abdullah has increasingly viewed the Brotherhood’s agenda as hawkish and at odds with his 

ambitions, as well as domestic and regional security concerns. Continue reading here 

 

Back to top  
 

Beirut Madinati: Another Future Is Possible  

Deen Sharp  

Middle East Institute, 27 Spetember 2016  

 

In the summer of 2015, Beirut residents took to the street in a series of protests against a (ongoing) 

garbage crisis. The “You Stink” movement led the inhabitants of Beirut—no longer able to bear a 

political system that was literally and symbolically poisoning them—into the street. Failure was in the 

air. By the beginning of 2016, the garbage crisis continued but an urban social movement to form a 

solution or to push the political elite to resolve it did not. Few expected the 2016 municipal elections 

in Lebanon to create any momentum that would reinvigorate civil society in order to attempt to 

overcome Beirut’s challenges. Traditionally, the municipal elections in post-war Lebanon are a stage-

managed affair in which the electoral pie is split between a coalition of traditional Beiruti families 

and national parties along with a confessional parity between Christians and Muslims. But the rise of 

the municipal campaign Beirut Madinati 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/markaz/2016/09/29/is-jordans-islamist-phoenix-rising-again/
http://www.mei.edu/content/map/beirut-madinati-another-future-possible
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The Revolution in Tunisia Continues  

Laryssa Chomiak 

Middle East Institute, 22 Spetember 2016  

 

In April 2016, on the serene Tunisian island archipelago of Kerkennah, just east of Sfax, the country’s 

industrial hub and second largest city, a hitherto unimaginable event occurred. Angered by the 

violent repression of a peaceful sit-

http://www.mei.edu/content/map/revolution-in-tunisia-continues
http://www.mei.edu/content/map/which-civil-society-post-revolutionary-tunisia
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to the explore the societal role of these organizations, their impact, composition and the 

relationships they share. While these empirical studies have provided a number of valuable insights 

they have typically been based on research only with registered CSOs, excluding informal and 

unregistered ones. Within the academic literature on Turkey, for example, research has generally 

focused on the experiences of a small cohort of highly visible, registered CSOs from the major urban 

centers of Istanbul, Ankara, Izmir and occasionally Diyarbakir. This gap in the literature when it 

comes to unregistered organizations is significant given that one of the most comprehensive surveys 

of civil society in Turkey, undertaken by CIVICUS, estimates that informal and unregistered 

organizations make up approximately one quarter of the overall total of CSOs in Turkey. Indeed, it is 

worth noting that even this study by CIVICUS does not include informal/unregistered groups in its 

methodology due to the difficulties faced in accessing such groups, mainly as a result of their low 

visibility. Continue reading here 

 

Back to top  
 

Informal Activism and New Subjectivity in Authoritarian Settings: 

Iran’s “New Activists”  

Paola Rivetti 

Middle East Institute, 9 Spetember 2016  

 

When I meet Sepideh in one of the new coffee shops in downtown Tehran, I am transfixed by her 

account of her life and political activism, as well as by her courage and resilience. Sepideh, who spent 

a year in prison after the contested 2009 presidential election, describes the story of her deeply 

personal, extremely active political engagement—from being part of a political party to engaging in 

various activities in the field of women’s rights. Sepideh is not the only activist who has experienced 

hard times in Iran, nor has Sepideh alone “transited” from what she calls “activism in formal 

organizations” to “individual activism.” “We have lots of single activists,” echoes Sahar, who is part of 

Bidarzani, a feminist collectif that originated from the One Million Signature campaign after it 

fractured into several smaller groups. “Bidarzani is a group, but we all have several individual and 

personal commitments beyond it,” continues Sahar. Another activist, Fariba, describes how activists’ 

participation has changed in feminist circles: “we are working hard to reunite Tehran-based feminist 

groups in a forum, but it is difficult to find people joining it as representatives of the groups we invite 

[…] sometimes, it is problematic for activists to say that they are part of a group, it seems [like] 

something bad [while before] it was important to be part of a group, even fashionable.” Continue 

reading here 

 

Back to top  
 

 

 

 

http://www.mei.edu/content/map/unregistered-womens-organizations-turkey-preliminary-insights
http://www.mei.edu/content/map/informal-activism-and-new-subjectivity-authoritarian-settings-iran-s-new-activists
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Mass Mobilization and the Democracy Bias 

Marc Morjé Howard and Meir R. Walters 

Middle East Policy 22.2 (2015): 145-155. 

 

In July 2013, the cover of Time magazine announced that Egypt has both the world's "best 

protesters" and "worst democrats." In the same month, the cover of The Economist asked, "Has the 

Arab Spring failed?" The media oscillated between euphoria over the democratic potential of 

"Facebook revolutions" and dismissal (or even gloating) when they did not seem to pan out. This 

response to the Arab uprisings is part of a broader trend. Popular accounts of mass uprisings tend to 

label them neatly by color (orange, green, rose) or season (spring, winter). They give an 

oversimplified portrait of mass mobilization as teleological: Protests are "successful" if they quickly 

bring about a stable democracy, and "failed" if they do not. This is often matched by a fascination 

over whether protesters are "like us" — by their use of social media, rejection of extremism, 

embrace of Europe and free markets, or hatred of dictatorship. Indeed, debates about the success or 

failure of mass uprisings often reflect a problematic obsession with the question of whether 

protesters are "ready for democracy." Journalists, policy analysts and (sometimes) academics tend to 

employ this narrative linking mobilization and democracy. However, it risks obscuring the character 

of uprisings, the (possibly diverse) goals of participants and the potential impact of uprisings on 

future power dynamics. Analyzing mass mobilization through the lens of democratization or — the 

reverse side of the regime coin — "authoritarian persistence," minimizes the importance of how 

power relations can be reconfigured short of regime change, and how people's everyday 

relationships with the (still authoritarian) state change after uprisings. Continue reading here 

 

Back to top  
 

 

 

 

POSITIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Doctoral Program in Modern Middle East History, George Washington 

University 

Deadline: 2 January 2017 

 

The Department of History at George Washington University is accepting applications for its doctoral 

program in the history of nineteenth and twentieth century Middle East to start in the Fall of 2017. 

Candidates with interests in the history of the Ottoman and twentieth century Fertile Crescent are 

encouraged to apply, although full consideration will be given to all other applicants. Successful 

candidates will receive a 5-year package consisting of full tuition, stipend, wages for teaching 

assistantships, and a subsidy toward the purchase of health insurance. 

http://www.mepc.org/journal/middle-east-policy-archives/mass-mobilization-and-democracy-bias
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Qualifications: 

1. A Bachelors or Masters degree in history or other disciplines within the social sciences. 

https://history.columbian.gwu.edu/graduate-admissions
https://umass.interviewexchange.com/jobofferdetails.jsp?JOBID=74277


http://www.click2apply.net/4xsbt99pm6
mailto:as_dean@aub.edu.lb


http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/fas_home/academic-employment/Pages/academic_positions.aspx#10
http://pomeps.org/2016/09/16/travel-research-engagement-grants-winter-2016-17/
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Founded in 1919, AUC moved to a new 270-acre state-of-the-art campus in New Cairo in 2008. The 

University also operates in its historic downtown facilities, offering cultural events, graduate classes, 

and continuing education. Student housing is available in New Cairo. Among the premier universities 

in the region, AUC is Middle States accredited; its Engineering programs are accredited by ABET, its 

Chemistry program is accredited by the Canadian Society for Chemistry, and the School of Business is 

accredited by AACSB, AMBA and EQUIS. The AUC Libraries contain the largest English-language 

research collection in the region and are an active and integral part of the University's pursuit of 

excellence in all academic and scholarly programs.  AUC is an English-medium institution; eighty-five 

percent of the students are Egyptian and the rest include students from nearly ninety countries, 

principally from the Middle East, Africa and North America. Faculty salary and rank are based on 
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