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CALL FOR PAPERS & CONFERENCES 

 

Call for contributors- Examining Democratic Transition Theories in 

the Arab World 

Deadline: 15 December 2017 

 

We seek scholars who can participate in a research project focusing on 

democratic transition theories after the Arab Spring. Each scholar should write a chapter/paper of 

approx 7000 words on one of the following topics: 

 

1. State, Society and the Impediments to Democratic Transition: The Arab Experience with 

Democracy. The chapter should answer key questions regarding the Arab dilemma with democratic 

transition such as why did past and recent Arab transitions seem to falter and lead to nothing? Are 

questions of ‘pre-requisites’, including culture, still relevant? What did the Arab Spring tell us about 

pre-conditions of democratic transition? Does the problem of transition in the Arab world pertinent 

to society or state structures? And how does the Arab experience fit into the broader context of 

democratic transition theories? And any other questions or issues might be relevant to this topic. 

 

2. The Impact of Identity Politics on the Outcomes of Democratic Transition. This chapter aims to 

examine ideological, religious, and sectarian divisions in the Arab world and how they affected 

transition after the Arab Spring. The chapter should answer some key questions including but 

not limited to: Islamic-secular divide: how unique it is? Can its general characteristics be 

comparatively examined in contrast with other ideologies (e.g. Communism, in particular in Spain 

and Italy)? More generally, how can issues of reassurance and mutual trust be addressed? And any 

other questions or issues might think to be relevant to this topic. 

 

The decline for submitting draft chapters is December 15.  

 

After submission, scholars will be invited to a workshop in Doha organized by the Arab Center for 

Research and Policy Studies in Doha in the Spring 2018. 

 

Scholars who are interested and willing to participate in the project should send a writing sample and 

copy of their resume to the following emails: 

kalanani@dohainstitute.edu.qa 

kalanani@gmail.com 

 

Back to top 
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Political Economy Summer Institute 

June 2018 at George Mason University 

Deadline: 12 October 2017 

 

The goal of the Political Economy Summer Institute is to foster and support critical scholarship on the 

political economy of the Middle East and beyond. It brings together faculty leaders and student 

participants for four days of immersive study. Faculty members lead sessions on themes such as state 

formation, imperialism, and labor, while students present their research and workshop their papers. 

 

To date the Political Economy Project has hosted two summer institutes at George Mason University 

in 2016 and 2017. In the coming years the Political Economy Project plans to establish and hold 

summer institutes in the region as well. The Political Economy Summer Institute is a step toward 

creating a community of scholars working in critical political economy on issues of historical and 

contemporary relevance to the Middle East. 

 

We are asking for Letters of Interest (LOI) from doctoral students and other researchers for our third 

Political Economy Summer Institute workshop to be held in June 2018 at George Mason University on 

the political economy of the Middle East. The aim of the Political Economy Summer Institute (PESI) is 

http://www.politicaleconomyproject.org/pesi-2018.html
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Arab Spring and the Quest for New Metaphors: Modernity, Identity and 

Change 

11-12 November 2017, College of Arts at the University of Guelph 

This conference forges a space for Arab-based scholarly investigation of the Arab Spring and its 

aftermath. Conference outcomes will be disseminated through partner institutions in Canada 

(University of Guelph), Germany (CNMS, Marburg University), and Qatar (Doha Institute for Graduate 

Studies and Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies). Our anticipated research outcomes will not 

only translate the views of prominent academics and writers from three continents but also 

contextualize them for western academic audiences. 

 

Subsequently, the European and North American academic community will be able to move beyond 

grand theories or idealistic notions about the Arab Spring. This work will expose these communities 

to the practical experiences of eyewitnesses, and thereby share a practical knowledge and 

understanding of the Arab Spring.  

 

This transnational collaboration intends to provide researchers in Arab and Western universities with 

the needed resources to share their intellectual contributions and engage western academia in an 

http://newmetaphorsconference.weebly.com/
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TALKS & OTHER EVENTS 

 

Masterclass for Students: Human Rights in Egypt 

22 September 2017, 14:00-17:30 

Venue: Amnesty-House’, Keizersgracht 177, Amsterdam 

 

Amnesty’s Masterclasses for Students offer an introduction to human rights and discuss current 

human rights issues. The introduction consists of human rights theory and the work of Amnesty 

International. Next, we will apply this knowledge to focus on the human rights situation in Egypt. 

Since 2011 Egypt faced a dynamic period in it’s political history: massive people’s protests, the 

downfall of two presidents, democratic elections and a military coup. The installation of former 

general Abdel Fattah al-Sisi as president in 2014 shows -again- that the army is a huge political actor 

in Egypt. Six years after the start of the Arab Spring the country’s human rights situation has not 

improved. Arbitrary arrests, the suppressing of demonstrations, torture and ill-treatment of 

detainees are part of Egypt’s current internal policy. The recently approved new NGO law is the 

perfect example of the ‘shrinking space’ for Egyptian civil society. This new law imposes 

extraordinary harsh restrictions on NGOs and places them under huge pressure. This will make it 

harder, if not impossible, for organizations -both national and foreign- to do their job. During 

Amnesty’s Masterclass for Students on human rights in Egypt, we will analyze the current human 

rights situation in Egypt. We will explore more specifically to what extent the new NGO law affects 

the over 47,000 NGOs in Egypt and what this means for Egyptian society. More information here

https://www.amnesty.nl/wat-we-doen/educatie/masterclass-for-students-human-rights-in-egypt
http://pomeps.org/event/voices-from-syria-book-discussion-with-wendy-pearlman/?instance_id=651


http://www.lse.ac.uk/middle-east-centre/events/2017/reorienting-the-pkk
http://www.lse.ac.uk/middle-east-centre/events/2017/ultras-football-movement-in-egypt
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RECENT & FORTHCOMING BOOKS 

 

The Muslim Brotherhood in Syria - The Democratic Option of Islamism 

Naomí Ramírez Díaz 

2018 – Routledge 

 

Anyone who follows world events has heard of the Muslim Brotherhood. Usually considered a 

fundamentalist religious organisation opposed to secular regimes, the so-called Arab Spring began to 

challenge this conception, and showed the MB’s commitment to democratic principles and elections, 

albeit with certain difficulties. Until now though, most analysis has focused on the Egyptian branch – 

the group that gave spiritual birth to the local branches in other countries – with very little having 

been studied about the Syrian Muslim Brotherhood, especially since the Hama massacre of 1982 and 

the formal disappearance of the group from Syria. This book provides a deep insight into the Syrian 

Muslim Brotherhood’s ideological evolution from its inception until present-day. Since Syria has 

unfortunately become the place where all forms of Islamism converge, understanding the SMB, their 

ideological evolution, and their potential role as moderating forces, is essential in order to debunk 

some clichés on the MB in general. Each chapter corresponds to a specific period in the SMB’s 

timeline, while the final chapter discusses how the endemic gerontocracy of the group calls for an 

urgent renovation of structures, and stresses the importance of younger generations in renovating 

the ideology of the SMB. Through the examination of original primary sources written by the SMB 

themselves, and relevant groups related to them, this book challenges the traditional categories 

applied to Islamist movements. It will therefore be a key resource for anyone studying Islamist 

movements, as well as for students and scholars of Middle East and North African Politics.  

 

Back to top 

 

Under the Shadow: Rage and Revolution in Modern Turkey 

Kaya Genc 

2016 – I.B. Tauris 

 

Turkey stands at the crossroads of the Middle East--caught between the West and ISIS, Syria and 

Russia, and governed by an increasingly forceful leader. Acclaimed writer Kaya Genc has been 



10 
 

two political movements born in the Ottoman Empire: the Young Turks and the Young Ottomans, 

two groups of intellectuals who were united in their determination to make their country more 

democratic. He shows a divided society coming to terms with the 21st Century, and in doing so, gets 

to the heart of the compelling conflicts between history and modernity in the Middle East. 

 

Back to top 

 

Gaza Under Hamas: From Islamic Democracy to Islamist Governance 

Bjorn Brenner 

2016 – I.B. Tauris 

 

Hamas is designated a terrorist organization by Israel, the EU, the USA and the UN. It has made itself 

notorious for its violent radicalism and uncompromising rejection of the Jewish state. So after its 

victory in the 2006 elections the world was watching. How would Hamas govern? Could an Islamist 

group without any experience of power - and with an unwavering ideology - manage to deal with 

day-to-day realities on the ground? Bjorn Brenner investigates what happened after the elections 

and puts the spotlight on the people over whom Hamas rules, rather than on its ideas. Lodging with 

Palestinian families and experiencing their daily encounters with Hamas, he offers an intimate 

perspective of the group as seen through local eyes. The book is based on hard-to-secure interviews 

with a wide range of key political and security figures in the Hamas administration, as well as with 

military commanders and members of the feared Qassam Brigades. Brenner has also sought out 

those that Hamas identifies as local trouble makers: the extreme Salafi-Jihadis and members of the 

now more quiescent mainstream Fatah party led by Mahmoud Abbas. The book provides a new 

interpretation of one of the most powerful forces in the Israel-Palestine arena, arguing that the 

Gazan Islamists carry a potential to be much more flexible and pragmatic than anticipated - if they 

would think they stand to gain from it. Gaza under Hamas investigates the key challenges to Hamas's 

authority and reveals why and in what ways ideology comes second to power consolidation. 

 

Back to top 

 

The Lebanese-Phoenician Nationalist Movement: Literature, Language 

and Identity 

Basilius Bawardi 

2016 – I.B. Tauris 

 

The question of belonging has formed the basis of the political, religious and cultural tensions in 

Lebanon, to the point that sectarian conflict on the country's future contributed significantly to the 

outbreak of civil war in 1975. This book focuses on the development of the Phoenician-Lebanese 

movement that struggled against the hegemonic status of Arabic language and culture. The 

Phoenician-Lebanese were a predominantly Maronite Christian group who attempted to remove 

themselves from the Muslim and Arab world throughout the twentieth century. Their demands for 
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older media forms and formats including the press, satellite television, Facebook, Web 2.0 

technology, posters, and musi
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technologies’ (ICTs) is no longer an asset for the secular-civil opposition only. Since 2011, various 

groups, including the Salafists and the military, have resorted to the use of ICTs to establish their 

influence in public life. In this article, I offer an examination of citizen journalism as political practice 

and public debate in the Middle East and North Africa. This research may shed light on the everyday 

http://www.politicaleconomyproject.org/about.html
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was not reconfigured as many citizens and activists would have liked. In several instances, struggles 

for dignity, social justice and freedom in the Arab world were rebuffed by counter-revolutions, civil 

wars, international interventions, sectarianism, Islamist extremism and the retrenchment of 

authoritarianism. But these harsh violent realities on the ground, combined with the inability of the 

UN and western powers to mediate or resolve conflicts in the region, have brought some Arabs full 

circle -

http://www.middleeasteye.net/columns/freedom-middle-east-there-are-still-reasons-be-positive-1443303171#sthash.r6UOwbsB.gbpl
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/08/morocco-rif-hirak-journalists-violations.html
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the Arab world where the struggle of the Vietnamese had a powerful echo. Aden might just be a 

second Cuba.2 China appeared less ossified than the USSR: the cultural revolution of 1966 was being 

carried out by the youthful Red Guards. In the Arab world, the radicalization of the left after the 1967 

defeat was also promoted by young people who looked to Europe. Thus the May 1968 events in 

France were studied closely by Tunisian, Lebanese or Palestinian students in exile, who soon made 

http://orientxxi.info/magazine/after-the-defeat-the-arab-left-on-the-offensive,1975#nb2
http://orientxxi.info/magazine/after-the-defeat-the-arab-left-on-the-offensive,1975
https://www.madamasr.com/en/2017/08/19/feature/politics/fear-and-oblivion-before-the-violent-rabea-dispersal-celebration-and-denial-afterward/
https://972mag.com/the-palestinian-womens-uprising-that-electrified-jerusalem/129039/
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Al-Aqsa protests unite Jerusalemites 

Daoud Kuttab  

Al-Monitor, 25 July 2017  

 

No one expected that the ongoing protests in Jerusalem over the Israeli restrictions placed on the 

entry to Al-Aqsa Mosque, Islam’s third-holiest site, would become the nucleus of a new movement 

for Jerusalemites. Like most popular revolts, it began with a community acting in a defiant way 

because they could no longer take the humiliation endured on a day-to-day basis. It was a work in 

progress that quickly found a solution to a pressing problem, which was then implemented. 

http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/jerusalem-al-aqsa-palestine-protests-israel-restrictions.html
https://wagingnonviolence.org/2017/07/egyptian-activists-face-mounting-repression/


https://972mag.com/why-the-world-missed-a-week-of-palestinian-civil-disobedience/128886/
https://www.madamasr.com/en/2017/07/16/feature/politics/battle-over-the-nile/
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https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/09/world/europe/turkey-march-for-justice-istanbul.html
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Established in 1885, the University of St. Thomas is located in the major metropolitan area of 

http://www.stthomas.edu/jobs/
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Assistant Professor, Contemporary Politics and International 

Relations of the Middle East & North Africa, Boston University  

Applications from: 1 October 2017 

 

The Pardee School of Global Studies at Boston University invites applications for a tenure-track 

Assistant Professor position in the study of Contemporary Politics and International Relations of the 

https://academicjobsonline.org/ajo/jobs/9610
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More information and application here 

 

Back to top 

 

Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, Duke University (tenure track) 

Deadline: 15 October 2017 

 

The Department of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies at Duke University in Durham, North Carolina 

invites applications for a position in Arabic culture at the level of assistant or early associate 

professor. The position is open to candidates with a Ph.D. in Middle Eastern or Near Eastern Studies, 

or related fields such as Comparative Literature, Film Studies, and Religion, whose research and 

teaching engages literature, visual media, popular culture, etc. Time period expertise is open, with a 

preference for the modern period. The successful candidate will demonstrate outstanding 

scholarship on the cultures of the Arab Middle East and North Africa, contextualize these within 

current theoretical frameworks (postcolonialism, gender and sexuality, human-rights, etc.), and have 

a proven record of teaching excellence. Native command of Arabic and English required. Competence 

in a second Middle Eastern language (Persian, Turkish, Hebrew, etc.) is welcomed but not required. 

The candidate will be expected to collaborate closely with other units within the department (i.e. 

Hebrew, Turkish, Hindi) and appropriate interdisciplinary programs across the university, including 

Duke Middle Eastern Studies Center, Duke Islamic Studies Center, Program in Arts of the Moving 

Image, and others. 

 

Candidates should submit a letter of application, a current CV, a sample of scholarly writing 

(published or in-press) no longer than 9000 words, and three letters of recommendation. All 

materials should be uploaded to Academic Jobs Online (https://academicjobsonline.org/ajo). Review 

of applications will begin October 15, 2017. For further information, visit 

http://asianmideast.duke.edu/. For any questions, please email amesdept@duke.edu. Duke 

University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer committed to providing employment 

opportunity without regard to an individual’s age, color, disability, genetic information, gender, 

gender identity, gender expression, national origin, race, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran 

status. 

 

More information and application here 

 

Back to top 

 

 

 

 

https://academicjobsonline.org/ajo/jobs/9624
https://academicjobsonline.org/ajo/jobs/9604

