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More information here 

 

Back to top 

 

http://www.the-cwwa.org/2017/10/27/fifty-years-of-revolution-gender-race-and-resistance-1968-2018/
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· What are the individual, intergenerational, social and political effects of displacement and 

colonization? How do they relate to emotional wellbeing and traumatic recovery? What are the 

impacts of displacement and mobility on (mental) health provisions? 

· How are traumatic spaces embodied within social and political contexts, as well as (academic or 

literary) writings? 

 

We hence welcome the submission of abstracts around these topics. Abstracts with your name and 

your institutional affiliation (if any) should be sent to: Dr Vivienne Matthies-Boon 

(e.a.v.boon@uva.nl) and Dr Una McGahern (una.mcgahern@newcastle.ac.uk) by 12:00noon (CEST 

timezone) Wednesday 29 November 2017. Please note that we will not be able to provide travel 
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are also types of violence that may not be evident to us due to the way they are normalised through 

cultural practices, but are nonetheless sustained by structures that are shaped by those same 

institutions. In this stream, we welcome presentations that address structures of violence, such as 

heteronormative marriage, geo-political borders, workplace relations, and environmental 

degradation. 

 

We are interested in understanding how these types and intersections of structural violence operate, 

and their epistemic premises. What are the features of these structures that make them violent? 

How do certain societal features support these structures of violence? How do structures of violence 

seep into spheres that are traditionally understood as not political (family, friendship, marriage and 

partnership)? How do these structures differ, overlap and intersect in particular geopolitical and 

cultural contexts? For example, what is the difference between how state and financial violence 

operates in Europe and Africa? How do the structures of violence differ and intersect as they operate 

at the border between Palestine/Israel, Mexico and the US, and in the Mediterranean Sea? 

 

Imaginaries of Violence 

“The causes and effects of extreme violence are not produced on one and the same stage, but on 

different “scenes” or “stages,” which can be pictured as “real” and “virtual” or “imaginary” –but the 

imaginary and virtual are probably no less material, no less determining than real.” (Etienne Balibar, 

2001) 

 

Even though certain forms of structural violence may be overlooked, individual and collective actions 



http://asca.uva.nl/programme/workshops/dissecting-violence/dissecting-violence.html
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TALKS & OTHER EVENTS 

 

Legalizing Authoritarianism in Egypt 

30 October 2017, 5.00 pm - 6.30 pm 

Venue: Forum Transregionale Studien, Wallotstr. 14, 14193 Berlin 

Speaker: Amr Hamzawy  

Chair: Alia Mossallam  

 

Egypt's new authoritarianism is closing the public space, cracking down on autonomous civil society 

and independent political parties, asphyxiating the practice of politics, and pushing citizens away 

from peaceful and active engagement in public affairs. Fundamental to these policies has been 

lawmaking. Passing new undemocratically spirited laws such as the protest and terrorism laws, 

introducing legal amendments targeting civil society and opposition parties, and extending the 

jurisdiction of the military court system to refer more civilians to military trials have been at the 

center of the new authoritarian adaptation of lawmaking for its own purposes. More information 

here 

 

Back to top 

 

Palestine: A Century of Colonialism and Resistance 

1 November 2017, 5:00-7:00 pm 

SOAS, Russell Square: College Buildings, Room 116 

 

http://www.eume-berlin.de/veranstaltungen/berliner-seminar/wintersemester-201718/amr-hamzawy.html
https://www.soas.ac.uk/lmei-cps/events/01nov2017-palestine-a-century-of-colonialism-and-resistance.html


http://www.sant.ox.ac.uk/events/seminar-sharing-land-canaan-%E2%80%93-popular-resistance-palestine-towards-sharing-land-canaan
http://www.sant.ox.ac.uk/events/mec-seminar-governing-divided-egypt
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/government/event/palestinian-rights-the-boycott-divestment-sanctions-movement-and-transnational-solidarity/
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Neoliberal Development, Protest and Mobilization 

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/sspp/departments/mems/events/eventrecords/2017/Neoliberal-development-protests-and-mobilizations.aspx


http://www.eume-berlin.de/veranstaltungen/berliner-seminar/wintersemester-201718/alisa-lebow.html
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/institutionalizing-participatory-and-deliberative-democracy-tickets-38800017898
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"On the Ruins of History" - Is this a Walter Benjamin Moment in Arab 

Thought, Art, and Politics? 

Berlin, December 1-2, 2017 

Forum Transregionale Studien, Wallotstr. 14, 14193 Berlin  

 

This workshop is organized by the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies in cooperation with Europe in 

the Middle East—
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http://www.eume-berlin.de/en/events/workshops/workshops-since-2006/on-the-ruins-of-history-is-this-a-walter-benjamin-moment-in-arab-thought-art-and-politics.html
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RECENT & FORTHCOMING BOOKS 

 

Salafism in Lebanon - Local and Transnational Movements 
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Boycott!: The Academy and Justice for Palestine  

Sunaina Maira 

January 2018 – University of California Press 

 

The Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions movement (BDS) has expanded rapidly though 

controversially in the United States in the last five years. The academic boycott of Israeli academic 

institutions is a key component of this movement. What is this boycott? Why does it make sense? 

And why is this an American Studies issue? In this short essential book, Sunaina Maira addresses 

these key questions. Boycott! situates the academic boycott in the broader history of boycotts in the 

United States as well as in Palestine and shows how it has evolved into a transnational social 

movement that has spurred profound intellectual and political shifts. It explores the movement’s 

implications for antiracist, feminist, queer, and academic labor organizing and examines the boycott 

in the context of debates about Palestine, Zionism, race, rights-based politics, academic freedom, 

decolonization, and neoliberal capitalism.  

 

Back to top 

 

Women and the Egyptian Revolution - Engagement and Activism 

during the 2011 Arab Uprisings 
Nermin Allam 
December 2017 – Cambridge University Press 

 
Since the fall of the former Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak, female activists have faced the 

problem of how to transform the spirit of the uprising into long-lasting reform of the political and 
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Law and Revolution - Legitimacy and Constitutionalism After the Arab 

Spring 

Nimer Sultany 

November 2017 - Oxford University Press 

 

What is the effect of revolutions on legal systems? What role do 
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Youth Activism and Contentious Politics in Egypt 

Dynamics of Continuity and Change 

Nadine Sika 

2017 – Cambridge University Press 

 

During the Arab uprisings of late 2010 and early 2011, nine regimes throughout North Africa and the 

Middle East were confronted by major demonstrations and contentious events. When the uprisings 

began in Egypt, it became evident that youth movements were going to play a large part in the 

uprisings themselves, as well as the ensuing political and social changes. In this book, Nadine Sika 

demonstrates how youth movements initiated contestation, and how the regime in Egypt reacted 

through a display of authoritarian resilience, creating opportunities, threats to and constraints on the 

ability of youth movements to mobilize and to network. On the other hand, she explores how youth 

movement's repertoires can cause a regime to adapt, upgrade, or downgrade its authoritarian tools 

in an attempt to control, co-opt, or disempower the movement, highlighting how a regime's 

perception of a threat can propel it towards either defensive or offensive strategies. 

 

Back to top 

 

Female Islamic Education Movements - The Re-Democratisation of 

Islamic Knowledge 

Masooda Bano 

2017 – Cambridge University Press 

 

Since the 1970s, movements aimed at giving Muslim women access to the serious study of Islamic 

texts have emerged across the world. In this book, Masooda Bano argues that the creative spirit that 

marked the rise and consolidation of Islam, whereby Islam inspired serious intellectual engagement 

to create optimal societal institutions, can be found within these education movements. Drawing on 

rich ethnographic material from Pakistan, northern Nigeria and Syria, Bano questions the restricted 

notion of agency associated with these movements, exploring the educational networks which have 

attracted educated, professional and culturally progressive Muslim women to textual study, thus 

helping to reverse the most damaging legacy of colonial rule in Muslim societies: the isolation of 

modern and Islamic knowledge. With its comparative approach, this will appeal to those studying 

and researching the role of women across Africa, the Middle East and South Asia, as well as the wider 

Muslim world.  

 

Back to top 
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Salafism in Jordan: Political Islam in a Quietist Community  

Joas Wagemakers 

2016 – Cambridge University Press 

 

Since the events of 9/11, Salafism in the Middle East has often been perceived as fixed, rigid and 

even violent, but this assumption overlooks the quietist ideology that characterises many Salafi 

movements. Through an exploration of Salafism in Jordan, Joas Wagemakers presents the diversity 

among quietist Salafis on a range of ideological and political issues, particularly their relationship 

with the state. He expounds a detailed analysis of Salafism as a whole, whilst also showing how and 

why quietist Salafism in Jordan - through ideological tendencies, foreign developments, internal 

conflicts, regime involvement, theological challenges and regional turmoil - transformed from an 

independent movement into a politically domesticated one. Essential for graduate students and 

academic researchers interested in Middle Eastern politics and Salafism, this major contribution to 

the study of Salafism debunks stereotypes and offers insight into the development of a trend that 

still remains a mystery to many. 

 

Back to top 

 

The Death of the Nation and the Future of the Arab Revolution 

Vijay Prashad 

2016 – University of California Press 

 

This fast-paced and timely book from Vijay Prashad is the best critical primer to the Middle East 

conflicts today, from Syria and Saudi Arabia to the chaos in Turkey. Mixing thrilling anecdotes from 

street-level reporting that give readers a sense of what is at stake with a bird's-eye view of the 

geopolitics of the region and the globe, Prashad guides us through the dramatic changes in players, 

politics, and economics in the Middle East over the last five years. “The Arab Spring was defeated 

neither in the byways of Tahrir Square nor in the souk of Aleppo,” he explains. “It was defeated 

roundly in the palaces of Riyadh and Ankara as well as in Washington, DC and Paris.” The heart of this 

book explores the turmoil in Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon—countries where ISIS emerged and is thriving. 

It is here that the story of the region rests. What would a post-ISIS Middle East look like? Who will 

listen to the grievances of the people? Can there be another future for the region that is not the 

return of the security state or the continuation of monarchies? Placing developments in the Middle 

East in the broader context of revolutionary history, The Death of the Nation tackles these critical 

questions.  

 

Back to top 
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Nation-Building in Turkey and Morocco - Governing Kurdish and 

Berber Dissent 

Senem Aslan 

2014 – Cambridge University Press 

 

Why do some ethno-national groups live peacefully with the states that govern them, whereas 

others develop into serious threats to state authority? Through a comparative historical analysis, this 

book compares the evolution of Kurdish mobilization in Turkey with the Berber mobilization in 

Morocco by looking at the different nation-building strategies of the respective states. Using a 

variety of sources, including archival documents, interviews, and memoirs, Senem Aslan emphasizes 

the varying levels of willingness and the varying capabilities of the Turkish and Moroccan states to 

intrude into their citizens' lives. She argues that complex interactions at the ground level – where 

states have demanded changes in everyday behavior, such as how to dress, what language to speak, 

what names to give children, and more mundane practices – account for the nature of emerging 

state-minority relations. By taking the local and informal interactions between state officials and 

citizens seriously, this study calls attention to the actual implementation of state policies and the 

often unintended consequences of these policies. 

 

Back to top 
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http://www.aub.edu.lb/ifi/publications/Documents/working_papers/20171026_tunisia_working_paper.pdf
http://www.egyptindependent.com/kefaya-origins-mubaraks-downfall/
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pushed the envelope slightly, you’d made the regime back off, you’d expanded by a millimetre or 

two the available space for freedom. Either outcome was a victory, whatever the personal cost. 

The Egyptian regime was terrified, and arguably in the end was overthrown, by a few people acting 

on a hypothetical; by the weight of bodies and a grammatical construction. It’s in this light that I 

think of the life of Alaa Abd El Fattah. Continue reading here 

 

Back to top 

 

Turkey’s new left 

cengiz gunes 

New Left Review 107, September-October 2017  

 

In the Turkish general election of June 2015, the left-wing Peoples’ Democratic Party (hdp) won 13 

per cent of the vote and eighty seats in the country’s parliament—a spectacular result for a political 

organization that had been formed less than three years earlier, and the first time in Turkey’s history 

that a radical-left party had achieved such success. Since that promising debut, the hdp has faced a 

whirlwind of repression orchestrated by the ruling Justice and Development Party (akp) and its leader 

Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. Thousands of hdp members have been arrested, including its most prominent 

leaders; large-scale mob attacks have vandalized party offices in many parts of western Turkey; 

terrorist bombings have ravaged its public rallies. The anti-hdp fervour has been fuelled by an 

upsurge in ethnic Turkish chauvinism as violent clashes between state security forces and Kurdistan 

Workers’ Party (pkk) guerrillas in the country’s south-east intensified. The ability of the party to 

maintain its political foothold in the face of this pressure remains open to question, but it has already 

left a significant mark on Turkish society. The hdp’s trajectory can only be understood against the 

longer historical backdrop of struggles for the construction of a genuine democracy in Turkey, and for 

a significant left-wing force within that democratic space.  Continue reading here 

 

Back to top 

 

 

 

PETITIONS AND CALLS FOR SOLIDARITY 

 

Call for Solidarity with the People’s Struggle in Morocco  

 

The death on 28 October 2016 of Mohcine Fikri -- a young fishmonger crushed while protesting the 

confiscation of his merchandise by officials in Al-Hoceima, a town of the region of northern Morocco 

known as the Rif -- triggered a popular movement which has been shaking Mo

https://paper-bird.net/2017/10/24/as-if-on-alaa-abd-el-fattah/
https://newleftreview.org/II/107
https://newleftreview.org/II/107/cengiz-gunes-turkey-s-new-left


mailto:sorayaelkahlaoui@gmail.com
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/files/2017-10/UA22917.pdf?4FiNbzHYhEiuouOhAyJHErgPIF7YFDhE
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScIbTQkaRm-1Fmno9l3qoPCF5T1tavofNSGwcWhRjQdbVmm9A/viewform?embedded=true
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Applicants should have a completed PhD and can be at any subsequent career stage. The selection of 

fellows will be based on both academic merit and risk assessment. Eligible are scholars at risk who 

are residing in Turkey or have been in exile for no more than three years.  

  

The two-year fellowships will begin between January 15 and March 15, 2018. Organizational support 

regarding visas, insurance, and housing will be provided. The monthly stipend amounts to 2,500 EUR 

plus a family allowance of 250 EUR.  

  

The application comprises:  

  

— 

http://www.forum-transregionale-studien.de/nc/startseite/aktuelles-details.html?tx_news_pi1%5Bnews%5D=2001&cHash=7065fcb61bfb5f8c463252ddd8f49780
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We are looking for an outstanding junior scholar in any social science or humanities discipline whose 

research offers a critical perspective on the contemporary Middle East and would complement the 

strengths of our existing faculty in Middle Eastern Studies. The ideal candidate has an in-depth 

understanding of the modern Middle East, knowledge of at least one Middle Eastern language, and 

has a Ph.D. in one of the following fields: Anthropology, Comparative Middle Eastern Studies, 

Cultural Studies, Politics/Political Economy, Sociology, Urban Studies/Geography, or similar. The 

appointee will be expected to teach at the graduate level (MAs and some PhDs), advise MA students, 

and participate in the activities of the Kevorkian Center. 

 

A demonstrated research and teaching experience is required, and advising experience is a plus. 

Review of applications will begin January 1, 2018.  We are especially interested in receiving 

applications from women and minority candidates. Please submit a cover letter, a CV, one writing 

sample, and three letters of recommendation. 

  

The Faculty of Arts and Science at NYU is at the heart of a leading research university that spans the 

globe. We seek scholars of the highest caliber that embody the diversity of the United States as well 

as the global society in which we live. We strongly encourage applications from women, racial and 

ethnic minorities, and other individuals who are under-represented in the profession, across color, 

creed, race, ethnic and national origin, physical ability, gender and sexual identity, or any other 

legally protected basis. NYU affirms the value of differing perspectives on the world as we strive to 

build the strongest possible university with the widest reach. To learn more about the FAS 

commitment to diversity, equality and inclusion, please read here. (http://as.nyu.edu/content/nyu-

as/as/administrative-resources/office/dean/diversity-initiative.html). 

 

EOE/Affirmative Action/Minorities/Females/Vet/Disabled/Sexual Orientation/Gender Identity. 

 

https://apply.interfolio.com/46267


https://jobs.uncw.edu/postings/9570

