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CALL FOR PAPERS & CONFERENCES 

 

The ReBirth of Marxism: haunting the future 

Maynooth (near Dublin), 4-5 May 2018 

Deadline: 1 February 2018. 

 

Keynotes: Toni Negri, Jodi Dean  

 

May 5, 2018 will be Marx’s 200th anniversary – one among many anniversaries which remind us of 

Marx and Engels’ long-lasting impact on the modern world. As we send this out, we are sandwiched 

between the 150th anniversary of Capital and the 100th of what Gramsci called a “Revolution against 

Capital” in Russia. Our conference includes the May Day bank holiday, celebrated by the traditional 

labour movement – but it also marks the 50th anniversary of the start of “May 1968” in Paris, while 

“Ireland’s 1968” is sometimes dated to the violent suppression of a civil rights demonstration in 

Derry, five months later. 

 

Marx’s work dramatises one of the most vital impulses in contemporary thought and politics, a 

spectre haunting not only Europe but the world: it is invoked by social movements and trade unions, 

parties and governments representing a bewildering variety of political approaches; by researchers 

and teachers in many different disciplines, reading Marx in many different ways; by pundits and 

critical journalists from the very soft left to the radical fringe; as well as an afterlife in films and 

music, streetnames and museums from the celebratory to the condemnatory. Within or in dialogue 

with feminism or postcolonialism, ecology or anti-racism, psychoanalysis or literature, Foucauldians 

or anarchists, struggles for global justice or GLBTQ+ liberation, Marxist voices and echoes of Marx 

continue to contribute to popular and intellectual attempts to understand and transform the world. 

A major international conference at the National University of Ireland Maynooth, near Dublin, will 

explore Marx and Engels’ far-reaching different contributions to analysis and political practice, the 

ways in which their lives and work helped shape history and culture around the world, the many 

different strands and meanings of “Marxism”, and how we can understand the legacy and ongoing 

relevance of Marx today, in a world which has changed so much but which – as many have 

commented in recent years – he would have had no difficulty in recognising. How can Marxism 

continue to contribute intellectually and practically to critique, understanding and transformation, in 

Ireland and globally? 

 

Our keynote speakers for the conference are two authors and activists whose work has had an 

impact around the world: the Italian philosopher Toni Negri, a major figure in leftist thought and 

debates for half a century, and the American political scientist Jodi Dean, one of the most influential 

of a younger generation seeking to refashion Marxist ideas today. They exemplify the diversity which 

this conference seeks to support and celebrate: not the search for a single “true Marxism” but a 

dialogue of critique as well as solidarity between different traditions, and between theory and 

practice. 
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Marx and Engels’ engagement with Ireland exemplifies some of the diversity we seek to express: 

https://hauntingthefuture.wordpress.com/
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33rd Annual Middle East History & Theory Conference 

The University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 

May 4-5, 2018 

Deadline: 2 February 2018 

 

We invite proposals for papers and pre-arranged panels from graduate students, faculty, and independent 

scholars about the Middle East from the sixth century c.e. to the present day, including but not limited to 

history, religious studies, geography, anthropology, political science, literary studies, philosophy, art 

history, and media studies. 

 

We also encourage submissions related to the theme of this year’s conference, the intersection of Digital 

Humanities and pedagogy in contemporary Middle Eastern studies. Questions of interest include, but 

are not limited to: 
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For questions and accessibility concerns, please write to: mehatconference@gmail.com 

 

More information here 

 

Back to top 

 

The Endurance of Empire - 2018 Telos Europe Conference 

31 August - 2 September 2018, Ragusa, Sicily  

Deadline: 30 March 2018 

  

The end of the two world wars saw the fall of mighty empires—from the Tsarist Empire, the 

Kaiserreich and the Ottoman Empire to the Third Reich and the Japanese Empire. This was followed 

by the dissolution of the French and British empires in the 1950s and 1960s. After 1989, the demise 

of the Soviet Union—dubbed the "evil empire"—seem to confirm the triumph of liberal democracy 

over tyranny and of national independence over imperial domination. The age of revolution from 

http://voices.uchicago.edu/mehat/conference/
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nationalism and imperialism. Appeals to imperial traditions have often met with ridicule. "Neither 

holy, nor Roman, nor an empire," Voltaire quipped. Yet this ignores long-

http://www.telosinstitute.net/empire/


https://www.dohainstitute.org/en/News/Pages/Democracy_and_Transition_Conference2018_Call_For_Papers.aspx
http://www.arabstudiesinstitute.org/en
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/cames/Pages/index.aspx
http://lebanondissertation.weebly.com/
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political, economic, social, and cultural dynamics in Lebanon are exceptionalized vis-à-vis the 

comparative study of societies in general and the Middle East in particular. 

 

By bringing together PhD students of various disciplinary training and topical foci, this program 

creates a space to interrogate, modify, and develop critical approaches to the study of Lebanon. 

Central to this process is increasing students’ familiarity with the contours of knowledge production 

as well as field research in Lebanon. 

 

The goals of the doctoral dissertation summer workshop are as follows: 

 Deepen participants’ theoretical and empirical foundations; 

 Introduce applicants to the main questions and methods of various disciplines; 

 Facilitate logistical preparation for archival and other forms of research fieldwork; 

 Contribute to the development of a doctoral dissertation research and writing community; 

 Expand critical knowledge production on Lebanon. 

 

There is no participation cost other than international travel and local accommodation. The Arab 

Studies Institute (ASI) and Center for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies (CAMES) are covering the costs 

associated with the implementation of all summer workshop activities, including most related local 

meals and all local transportation, as well as a one-year research affiliation with CAMES. Please note 



https://www.soas.ac.uk/lmei/events/11dec2017-egypt-seven-years-forward.html
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denialism, ii) genocide stereotyping (particularly around the Holocaust), and iii) regional and 
global political circumstances. More information here 

 

Back to top 

 

“Under a Diverse Hammer and Sickle: Interlinkages between 

European and Iranian Communisms, 1917-1991” 

18 December 2017, 09:00-17:30 

Venue: University of Manchester, School of Arts, Languages and Cultures 

Speaker: Professor Touraj Atabaki, Professor Oliver Bast, Peyman Jafari, Professor Luca Riccardi, 

Ghassem Nurmohammadi, Dr Denis V. Volkov, Dr Siavush Randjbar-Daemi 

 

This one-day workshop, sponsored by the SALC Research Network Fund and CIDRAL, will explore the 

interlinkages and relationship between proponents of different variants of communism in Iran and 

Europe and the ways through which these variants have influenced the evolution of the Left in Iran 

during the period of existence of the Soviet Union, 1917-1991. This rationale is driven by the paucity 

of research done on this dimension of an intrinsically transnational ideology such as 20th century 

communism, and on the rich potential that a collaborative project with both thematic and 

geographic tentpoles based on this theme would have for securing external funding.  

 

Thematically, the workshop will look at both structural links (e.g. interaction between the CPSU, 

Moscow-oriented Communist Parties in Europe and the Communist and Tudeh Parties of Iran; the 

role of European Maoist movements in the founding of the Iranian counterpart; inspiration and 

interlinkage between smaller heterodox groups, and on the geographical aspect, with special regards 

to the role of host political environments vis-à-vis Iranian émigré communities in Europe.  

 

Provisional Title of Papers (To Be Completed): 

A Study in Contrasts: The Lannutti Report on the Tudeh and the Kurdistan Democratic Party 

Leadership - Siavush Randjbar-Daemi (Manchester) 

Against the Current: Iran's Alternative Left and Its Transnational Links - Peyman Jafari (Amsterdam) 

Friendship and comprehension for everybody: Italian foreign policy and the Middle East during the 

First republic (1946-1992) - Luca Riccardi (Cassino) 

From the Communist Party of Iran to the Tudeh Party. The Comintern in Action - Touraj Atabaki (IISG, 

Amsterdam) 

 

Attendance is free, but registration is required via email to siavush.randjbar-

daemi@manchester.ac.uk . Tea, Coffee and Sandwich Lunch will be provided to registered 

participants. More information here 

 

Back to top 

 

http://www.eume-berlin.de/en/events/the-berliner-seminar/winter-term-201718/yektan-tuerkyilmaz.html
http://events.manchester.ac.uk/event/event:u2j-jainhybn-z377tk
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RECENT & FORTHCOMING BOOKS 

 

Middle East Studies after September 11 - Neo-Orientalism, American 

Hegemony and Academia 

Tugrul Keskin (Ed) 

February 2018 – Brill 

 

Middle East Studies after September 11: Neo-Orientalism, American Hegemony and Academia will 

show the long-term implications of current approaches to Middle East scholarship on the internal 

https://tadweenpublishing.com/collections/jadmag/products/jadmag-issue-5-1-settler-colonialism
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Foucault's Orient: The Conundrum of Cultural Difference, From 

Tunisia to Japan  

Marnia Lazreg  

2017 - Berghahn Books 
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Behind every Caesar a new one? Reflections on revolution and 

counter-revolution in Egypt in response to Gramsci on Tahrir 

Anne Alexander & Sameh Naguib 

Review of African Political Economy, Debate Special Issue: Revolution and Counter-revolution in 

Egypt: Debating "Gramsci on Tahrir" 

 

Focusing on the political ramifications of the concepts and historical analysis deployed in Gramsci on 

Tahrir (De Smet 2016), Anne Alexander and Sameh Naguib challenge Brecht De Smet’s reading of the 

development of capitalism and the 2011 revolution in Egypt through the lens of Caesarism, offering 

an alternative perspective on how the theory of permanent revolution can be applied in the Egyptian 
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Critical interventions in debates on the Arab revolutions: centring 

class 

Sara Salem 

Review of African Political Economy, Debate Special Issue: Revolution and Counter-revolution in 

Egypt: Debating "Gramsci on Tahrir" 

 

Salem contrasts De Smet’s contribution to the debates on revolution and counter-revolution in Egypt 

with other important materialist readings of the uprisings. Echoing the centrality of class analysis 

employed in Gramsci on Tahrir, Salem challenges De Smet’s reading of the Nasserist period and 

situates Nasserism within a broader pattern of coeval political struggles in Africa. 

 

Back to top 

 

 

 

NEWS PIECES & COMMENTARY 

 

Mouin Rabbani Discusses Jerusalem on Al Jazeera English 

Jadaliyya, 8 December 2017 

 

In this episode of Al Jazeera English Inside Edition, Jadaliyya Co-Editor Mouin Rabbani participates in 

a discussion on President Trump's decision to recognize Israeli sovereignty over Jerusalem. He is 

joined by Trump campaign advisor J.D. Gordon as well as Yossi Mekelberg, Professor of International 

Relations at London's Regent's University. Watch here 

 

Back to top 

 

Noura Erakat Discusses Trump's Jerusalem Announcement on CBS 

News 

Jadaliyya, 7 December 2017 

 

In this interview (above) that aired live on CBS News on 6 December 2017, Jadaliyya Co-Editor Noura 

Erakat responds to US President Donald Trump’s statement recognizing Jerusalem as the capital of 

Israel. Taking note of the fact it has been one hundred years since the United Kingdom issued the 

Balfour Declaration, Erakat locates the recent decision in a longer trajectory of the persistent and 

systematic denial of the Palestinian population’s political rights. She also addresses the current status 

of the so-called peace process and the need for Palestinian leadership to abandon its reliance and 

dependence on the United States. Worth noting in this interview is the manner in which mainstream 

US media have adopted the Trump Administration’s talking points about the statement, and how 

http://www.jadaliyya.com/Details/34791/Co-Editor-Mouin-Rabbani-Takes-on-Trump-Campaign-Advisor-in-Al-Jazeera-Interview-on-Jerusalem
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Erakat challenges those talking points directly with explicit reference to Israel as a settler colonial 

state. Watch here 

 

Back to top 

 

Saudi women scholars call out prince's reform agenda 

Gavin O'Toole 

Al-Jazeera, 30 Nov 2017 

 

Leading female scholars from Saudi Arabia have described moves to ease restrictions on women as 

government spin aimed at an international audience to bolster support for efforts to liberalise its 

ailing economy. Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman is seeking to appeal to western 

governments as a reformist while cracking down on the very women inside the country who have 

been campaigning for an end to systematic discrimination, they say. Rights groups welcomed a 

decision to end a ban on women driving in Saudi Arabia, but have called for more comprehensive 

changes to the kingdom's "guardianship" system", which Human Rights Watch describes as the main 

obstacle to realising women's rights. 

http://www.jadaliyya.com/Details/34779
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/11/saudi-women-scholars-call-prince-reform-agenda-171130153233355.html
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https://website.aub.edu.lb/fas/fas_home/academic-employment/Pages/academic_positions.aspx
http://www.palestine.mei.columbia.edu/news-1/2017/11/30/ibrahim-abu-lughod-award-in-palestinian-studies
http://www.palestine.mei.columbia.edu/cps-ial
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http://jobs.richmond.edu/
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plus benefits, a research and relocation fund of $2,000 in the first year, and a research fund of $1,250 

in the second year. Applicants must have received their Ph.D. within the last five years or at the latest 

http://jobs.rice.edu/postings/12400
http://apply.interfolio.com/47484
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Back to top 

 

Professor of Middle Eastern Studies, Arab Crossroads Program, Open 

Rank, NYUAD Abu Dhabi 

Review of applications from: December 2017 

 

New York University Abu Dhabi invites applications for an open rank faculty position in Middle 

Eastern studies for its Arab Crossroads program. We are searching for faculty in all disciplines 

(particularly Anthropology, Economics, Politics or Sociology) whose research and teaching focuses on 

the contemporary society and politics of the Gulf and the Middle East. We expect successful 

candidates to commence their appointment September 1, 2018, subject to final budget approval. 

The position will be in the Arab Crossroads Program, as a joint appointment across the divisions of 

Arts and Humanities and Social Sciences. Please visit the NYU Abu Dhabi Arab Crossroads program 

website for a description of its innovative curriculum: http://nyuad.nyu.edu/en/academics/academic-

divisions/multidisciplinary-programs/acs.html 

 

The Arab Crossroads Program forms part of a large, interdisciplinary network of teaching and 

research in the areas of Middle Eastern Studies and the Islamic World within the division of Arts and 

Humanities at NYUAD. This network includes the Library of Arabic Literature, Library of Arabic 

Literature fellowships, Arabic Literature Online, the Humanities Research Fellowships in Gulf and 

Middle Eastern Studies, Arabic Language Program, Akkasah Center for Photography, Dhakira Center 

for Heritage Studies in the UAE, Tharawat Family Business Histories in the UAE, as well as a wide 

range of teaching and research in this area in other programs including Art and Art History, Film, 

History, Literature, Music, Philosophy, Theater (Arts and Humanities), and Economics, Political 

Science, Social Research and Public Policy (Social Sciences). 

 

The review of applications will begin in December, and will continue on a rolling basis until the 

position is filled. Shortlisted c
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https://apply.interfolio.com/47368
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 PhD certificate 

 Supporting statement from your proposed supervisor in the UK 

 Copy of your passport showing your photograph, date of birth, and country of citizenship 

 

You must ask three referees to submit a reference on headed p4ship

http://cscuk.dfid.gov.uk/apply/rutherford-fellowships/
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to - please check the University's guidance on application deadlines) and you must have secured a 

place on your chosen programme of study by the expected final decision date (16 March 2018). 

All eligible applications will be considered and there is no separate application process for this 

scholarship.  

 

More information and application here 

 

Back to top 

 

https://www.sant.ox.ac.uk/prospective-students/fees-and-funding/scholarships-new-students/jusoor-scholarship

