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CALL FOR PAPERS & CONFERENCES 

Call	for	Contributions:	Defending	Human	Rights	Amid	the	New	Wave	of	
Arab	Uprisings	
Deadline for Abstracts: December 31st, 2019 
 
Similar to political and economic struggles, the human rights struggle can be seen in the 
context of revolution as well as counter-revolution in the politics of transition. On one hand, 
a discourse in the defence of human rights may be present in revolutionary political 
movements and protests. On the other, the instrumentalisation of human rights discourses 
by counter-revolutionary powers, whether locally by the ruling elites or internationally by 
other governments, may also exist. 
 
Now eight years after the beginning of the first wave of Arab uprisings, Algeria and Sudan 



4 
 

• The instrumentalisation of human rights discourses in international relations 
between governments: Egypt and Saudi Arabia in comparison to Turkey and Iran 

To read more about Rowaq Arabi, its history in print since 1996 and its ongoing online 
transition, in addition to our author’s guidelines, please refer to this link. 
 
Back to top 

 

Challenges	of	the	21st	Century:	Democracy,	Environment,	Inequalities,	
Intersectionality			
Deadline for Abstracts: September 30th, 2019 
 
Twenty years after the start of our century, the optimism of the Millennium has faded and 
the challenges we face for living together on a limited planet are even more urgent. 
 
While the expansion and the deepening of democratization was taken for granted at the 
turn of the Millennium, democracy has been at stake in an increasing number of countries, 
while its key component such as diversity and equal respect for all citizens are threatened. 
The hope for a global democracy able to tackle global issues such as climate change, 
migrations and rising inequalities have faded. It has now become clear that to face global 
challenges, democracy needs to be re-invented within and beyond the representative 
system. 
 
The environmental crisis and climate change are now a worrying reality. How can we live 
together on a limited planet? Land and food have become again major objects of struggles. 
Environmental and socio-territorial conflicts have multiplied against extractivist industries. 
Who are the actors who bring innovative solutions to keep our societies thriving within the 
planetary boundaries?  How does the global environmental crisis lead us to re-think our 
world and our discipline? 
 
Inequalities have considerably increased since the turn of the Millennium. We can now 
count twenty-six persons who own more wealth than the poorest half of humanity. This 
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democratic. We believe that, by broadening our purview theoretically as well as through 
empirical foci outside of Europe and North America, the field can move towards greater 
attention to issues that have thus far received less systematic treatment. These include, but 
are not limited to, (global) subaltern social groups, power in its hegemonic and discursive 
articulations, the role of intellectual labour, normative commitments and ideology, the 
formation and coherence of autonomous spaces, both materially and ideationally, as well as 
of the actors that populate them, and questions of creative agency. Additional information 
including a description of last year’s programme can be found on the 
workshop’s website.   Members of all social science disciplines and constituent colleges of 
the University of London and further afield are welcome to join the workshop. We are an 
open forum and keen for you to get in touch with us if you are interested in attending or in 
presenting your work. Of course, you can also simply drop by and join one of our sessions to 
have a look. To be put on the mailing list and receive information about events and readings, 
please email Iman Dawood (i.s.dawood@lse.ac.uk) or Özgün Aksakal (O.Aksakal@lse.ac.uk). 

Back to top 
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The aim is to trace an overview of the kinds of spaces available to youth in the region and 
debate the political affordances of non-negotiation. How are such disengagements 
articulated or what emergent shapes do they take in the contemporary moment across 
North Africa and the Middle East?  

More information here 
 
Back to top 

	

History	as	a	River:	Images,	Sounds,	and	Popular	Deconstructions	of	the	
Aswan	High	Dam	
EUME BERLINER SEMINAR 
WED 16 OCT 2019 | 17:00–18:30 
 
Alia Mossallam (EUME Fellow of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation 2017-20), Chair: 
Lamia Moghnieh (EUME Fellow of the Fritz Thyssen Foundation 2019-20) 
 
Forum Transregionale Studien, Wallotstr. 14, 14193 Berlin 
 
More information here 
 
Back to top 
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reforms, and how their reimagining of the role of the state has led to differing levels of 
popular resistance. Finally I argue that under the present administration, political elites 
increasingly are oriented toward strengthening the state and seeking to limit opposition to 
their policies. However, the absence of neoliberal hegemony in Iran means that growing 
mobilization on socioeconomic issues is challenging these policies. The Right in Iranian 
politics 
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More importantly, though, these posters are imbued with the fleeting marks of embodied 
action. They are saturated with affect, erasure, transformation and nostalgia. I associate 
them with my aunt’s voiceless frustration and with a period of silenced anger, which is now 
brewing beneath the seemingly calm surface in spite of the country’s growing political and 
economic crisis. 

 
What tales inhabit those ruptured, ripped apart and eroded surfaces? 
 
Driven by this question, this piece is an emotive and analytical exploration of campaign 
posters that can only be read in relationship to their changing public and political context. 
They unfold as just another battleground in which public images, a struggle over territorial 
ownership of the street, and the erasure of collective memory are negotiated. 
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Biggest	wave	of	arrests	since	Sisi	took	office:	1909	people	detained	
Mada Masr 
September 26th, 2019 
 
A wide and aggressive sweep by security forces continues, with at least 1,909 people 
arrested as of early Thursday morning, according to the Egyptian Center for Economic and 
Social Rights. This arrest campaign, which began after anti-regime protests erupted last 
weekend, is the largest since President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi formally took power on a 
counter-terrorism mandate in 2014.  
 
Journalist, former Dostour Party leader, and senior member of the Civil Democratic 
Movement Khaled Dawoud, was among those arrested on Wednesday. Hazem Hosny and 
Hassan Nafaa, both professors at Cairo University’s Faculty of Economics and Political 
Science, were also arrested. All three have appeared before State Security Prosecution, 
according to lawyers, and face charges of spreading fake news and joining terrorist 
organizations.  
 
Media incitement 
Nafaa’s arrest came a day after television presenter Wael al-Ebrashy aired a leaked 
recording on his show Kol Youm of a phone call between Nafaa and a journalist, who was 
asking him to appear in a documentary produced in cooperation with Al-Jazeera. Al-Ahram, 
Al-Bawaba News and Sada al-Balad and other papers published pieces about the recording 
with headlines accusing Nafaa of treason. 
 
The journalist speaking with Nafaa in the recording identifies himself as Mostafa al-Asar, 
who has been in pretrial detention since February 2018 on charges of joining a terrorist 
organization and publishing fake news as part of case 441/2018. This suggests that the 
recording is at least a year and a half old. Ebrashy did not mention the source of the 
recording.  
 
Lawyer Samir Sabry, known for litigiousness on behalf of the state, filed a complaint to the 
public prosecutor and Supreme State Security Prosecution, accusing Nafaa of publishing fake 
news and incitement against the Egyptian state. 
 
 
Continue reading here 
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Protests	spread	in	Sudan's	Darfur	region	over	shortages	of	bread	and	
fuel	
By Kaamil Ahmed 
Middle East Eye 
 

Large crowds chanted revolutionary slogans on the streets in Sudan's western Darfur state 

on Monday despite forces breaking up earlier protests.  

Livestream videos showed hundreds in the city of Nyala, in southern Darfur,  gathering for a 

third day of protests centred on bread and gas shortages blamed on corruption.  

Schoolchildren had initiated the protests but were joined by others holding up signs 

denouncing Sudanese forces' use of violence on Sunday.  

Similar protests in December were the spark for a months-long uprising that ousted three-

decade ruler Omar al-Bashir and eventually led to protesters forcing the military into 

accepting a hybrid civilian-
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Teachers	on	Strike	in	Jordan	Demand	Higher	Income,	‘Dignity’	
By Marta Vidal  
Al Jazeera 
September 26th, 2019 
 
Amman, Jordan - In a public secondary school in central Amman, a maths teacher 
moonlights as a delivery driver outside his schoolroom hours to supplement his income. An 
Arabic teacher works in a grocery shop. Others drive taxis or give private tuition on the side.  
In short, most teachers in the school have a second or even third job in the informal sector. 
 
"I make deliveries to earn some extra money," the maths teacher, who spoke to Al Jazeera 
on condition of anonymity. "I have been teaching for 10 years but I only earn 420 Jordanian 
dinars ($592) a month. Our salaries are among the lowest in the public sector." 
 
Since September 8, at least 87,000 public school teachers have been on strike in Jordan to 
demand a 50 percent salary increase.  
The protest entered its third week after negotiations held between the teachers' union and 
the government failed to reach a resolution.  
 
At 10am on a working day in the school, there are no students in the classroom. The 
teachers are still coming to school during their regular working hours, but refusing to teach.  
 
 
Continue reading here 
 
Back to top 
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about the Middle East through a thorough understanding of the socio-economic realities and 
politics of the region. The program is intended for students who wish to pursue careers such 
as in academia, diplomacy, other government service, civil society organizations (CSOs), 
development, business, finance, journalism, public relations and cultural affairs. 
 
Candidates for the position are expected to lead this well-established center of academic 
excellence. They should also develop robust research and policy programs. Contribution to 
policy debates in and about the region is an additional expectation. 
 
Candidates should be qualified as instructors so as to teach courses that already exist at 
MESC or to develop new ones related to the above issues. 
 
Candidates will also be expected to build an outreach program for the Center that includes 
activities, debates, symposia, workshop and conferences. Candidates should show the ability 
to fund raise for the center, internationally, regionally and locally working in close 
collaboration with the designated offices on campus. They should also help in recruiting 
international students for the Center's undergraduate and master's programs.  
 
Requirements: 
A PhD degree in a discipline relevant to MESC's field of study. Candidates should have well 
established and extended experience in policymaking and implementation related to the 
Middle East. 
Candidates should have research and publications records showing interest and 
contributions to the field of Middle East studies. They may also bring evidence to 
contributions to negotiations, policymaking or policy advice in the Middle East at a high level 
in government, international organizations and/or think tanks.  All candidates 
should demonstrate the ability to work as a team with other relevant centers and 
departments in GAPP and the entire AUC community. Candidates should also be able to 
build networks of collaboration and cooperation with relevant academic, policy, civil society 
and business institutions, regionally and internationally.  
 
More information and application here 
 
Back to top 

 

Call	for	POMEPS	APSA	MENA	FELLOW	
Deadline: December 31st, 2019 
 
The Project on Middle East Political Science (POMEPS) and the MENA Politics Section of the 
American Political Science Association invite nominations and self-nominations for the 
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defined as pre-tenure, who has demonstrated excellence in scholarship and an interest in 
contributing to the professional and intellectual development of the field of Middle East 
Political Science.  
 
The Fellow will participate in the programming of the MENA Politics Section, assist the editor 
of the MENA Politics Newsletter, and help to coordinate the MENA Politics Virtual Research 
Forum. The Fellow will serve a one year term beginning at the 2020 Annual Meeting of the 
APSA, and will receive a modest honorarium in recognition of service. 
 
Please send a statement of interest by December 31 to apsamena@gmail.com. Submit your 
full application including a CV and a one page statement of purpose which outlines potential 
contributions to the Section’s programming to apsamena@gmail.com by February 
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be expected to provide evidence of their teaching qualifications and methodology, in 
keeping with the profile of the University of Duisburg-Essen.  

Excellent knowledge of Turkish and English is expected. Candidates without German 
language skills will be expected to learn German (C1) within the first two years of holding the 
position. It is also expected that the candidates will fully engage in departmental projects 
and initiatives, and carry out requisite administrative duties.  

 
More information and application here 
 
Back to top 

 

 

Harvard	Academy	2	year	Postdoctoral	Fellowship	
Deadline: October 1, 2019 
 
  
The Academy Scholars Program identifies and supports outstanding scholars at the start of 
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August 2020 is due by October 1, 2019.  Finalist interviews will take place in Cambridge on 
December 4, 2019.  Notification of scholarships will be made in late December 2019.  
 
More information and application here 
 
Back to top 

 

Commissioning	Editor,	Civil-Military	Relations	in	Arab	States,	Carnegie 
Middle East Center 

Deadline: October 30th, 2019 
 
 
The Carnegie Middle East Center, a global network of policy research centers in Russia, 
China, Europe, the Middle East, and the United States, is seeking a full-time Commissioning 
Editor for its program on civil-military relations in Arab states. The position may be held 
remotely, and candidates outside of Lebanon will be considered. 
 
The Commissioning Editor will be responsible for seeking suitable authors, developing topics 
and outlines, taking drafts through review, and making revisions. S/he 


