Professor Stacey Balkan

Email: sbalkan@fau.edu

Office: Bldg. 97, CU325

Spring 2023 office hours: Mondays 4:00-5:00pm (via Zoom), Wednesdays & Fridays 10:00am —
11:00am & 12:30pm - 1:30pm (CU325).

English Dept. Office: 561-297-3830

L1T4434-001: Literature and the Environment
Spring 2023
Wednesday & Friday, 11:00am — 12:20pm, SO 385

...the Anthropocene did not arise fully formed from the brain of James Watt, the steam engine, and
coal, but rather from a long historical process of economic exploitation of human beings and the
world, going back to the sixteenth century and making industrialization possible.

Christophe Bonneuil & Jean-Baptiste Fressoz, The Shock of the Anthropocene (2016)

Land Acknowledgement: As participants in this class we recognize that Florida Atlantic University
resides on the ancestral territories of the Apalachee, the Muscogee Creek, the Miccosukee, and the
Seminole nations. This acknowledgement is not a memorial, but a testament to the ongoing histories
of Indigenous peoples to whom we offer our gratitude as we work and live on these lands.

Course Description: As a study in Literature and the Environment, this course will explore the
intersecting histories of literary expression, landscape ideology, colonialism, and historical trauma.
We shall question popular understandings of “environment” and “nature” that have historically
privileged such aesthetic traditions as “wilderness™ over the economic imperatives of survival, or
habitability; and we shall, consequently, consider competing notions of “environmentalism.” We
shall also query how, in an era marked by cataclysmic shifts to our global climate, we can begin to
think collectively about the fate of our species without ignoring the long history of economic
development that has rendered postcolonial states more vulnerable to the devastating impacts of
climate change. Finally, we shall follow thinkers like Sylvia Federici in imagining not a “planet of
slums” but a “planet of the commons,” and a future beyond apocalypse—or that which plagues
local cinema outlets and television screens; and we shall, correlatively, consider the role of the arts in
cultivating such futures. Readings shall include works by a variety of thinkers, writers, and activists
including bell hooks, Jamaica Kincaid, Arundhati Roy, Rob Nixon, Frangoise Vergés, Robin Wall
Kimmerer, Indra Sinha, Ken Saro-Wiwa, Tommy Pico, Ross Gay, and Imbolo Mbue.

Required Texts:

Imbolo Mbue, How Beautiful We Were, ISBN-13: 978-0-593-13242-5

Tommy Pico, Nature Poem, ISBN-13: 978-1941040638

Indra Sinha, $QLPDI-V 3HRSMH, ISBN-13: 978-1416578796

*All readings appended with an asterisk (*) will be made available on Canvas.



Class requirements:
1. Weekly syntheses of assigned readings. You may respond to the readings in a variety of ways:
offer a close reading of one of the primary literary works; pose a series of engaging questions
about the texts under discussion; engage with and elaborate postings by fellow students;



STUDENT ACCESSIBILITY SERVICES: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act Amendments Act (ADAAA), students who require reasonable accommodations due to a
disability to properly execute coursework must register with Student Accessibility Services (SAS)—in
Boca Raton, SU 133 (561-297-3880); in Davie, LA 203 (954-236-1222); or in Jupiter, SR 110 (561-
799-8585) —and follow all SAS procedures. For more information, see http://www.fau.edu/sas/

COUNSELING AND PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES (CAPS) CENTER: Lifeas a
university student can be challenging physically, mentally and emotionally. Students who find stress
negatively affecting their ability to achieve academic or personale(r10(n)-10(a)-10(lly)21(0912 0 612 792 reW* nBT/F


http://www.fau.edu/sas/
http://www.fau,edu/counseling/
http://wise.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/Reg_4.001_5-26-10_FINAL.pdf

Week 4: “What Might Environmentalism Look Like if we Began, not from Wilderness, but
the Plantation?” (2/1, 2/3)
Sonya Posmentier, “Introduction,” from






