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My thesis will explore how the UK, recognizing communist Beijing, and Washington, allied to 

Nationalist Taipei, attempted to reconcile their diverging China policies between 1957 and 1972. 

I will identify areas where the UK and the US, in attempting to meet these challenges, aligned 

and where they diverged in terms of perceptions, interests and policy prescriptions. Where gaps 

between the two existed, I will explore if and how policymakers attempted to reconcile them or 

influence the other. Lastly, I will assess how successful these efforts were and, if they were, 

identify what this reconciliation came at the expense of. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  





the time, American policymakers felt they needed British support for. Thus, pressure was 
brought to bear. 

On other issues, where British support was not seen as vital, US policymakers appear to have 
avoided pursuing alignment if it would cause Anglo-American antagonism. Moreover, although it 
should not be a surprising finding, it became clear from going through the US documents that 
when devising policy towards Beijing it was more important for officials to consult other 


